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This action is in response to the request for a decision by
Ms. Elaine K. Shelleman, an authorized certifying officer of the
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, regarding payment of

“the voucher of Hr. John H. Martin for miscellancous moving expenses

incurred in connection with a permanent change of duty statiom.

The record indicates that Mr. Martin vwas trensferred from
St. Louis, Missouri, to Washington, D.C., and was sllowed $200
for miscellancous expenses incurred in comnection with the trensfer
in sccordance with the Federal Travel Regulatious (YRR 101-7)
(May 1973), pere. 2-3.3a(2). However, kKr. MNariin has claimed the
following iteus as his miscellancous moviug expenses:

1) Inspection of house under conditiom

of rezl estate coutract $110.00
2) Discounection of washer aud dryer in

former residence 13.75
3) Counection of telephoue 20,00
4) Installation of washer and dryer

in new residence 97.12
%) Extemaination charge from fleas

in basement which were not discovered

or discoverable prior to previous

ovners leaving possession of premises 65.00
6) Fees for obtaining auto licenses

for spouse and self 20.00
7) TFees for obtaining auto license tags

for two asutowmobiles 142.00

$8467.87
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‘He seeks on edéitional miscellaneous expenses allowance of

$267.87 ($457.87 less §209 previously patd).

The Federal Travel Regulations, chapter 2, part 3, provide for

a wiscellancous expenses allowence in crder to defray the various
‘costs sssociated vith discontinuing e residence st an old duty

station and estsblishing a residence ct a new duty statiom in
conncction with & permenent transfer of station. Pora. 2-3.1a.
In addition, pavt 6 of chapter 2, Federsl Travel Regulaticns,
sllows reimbursement for incidental charges for recuired sewvices
customarily paid Uy the sellenfpurchager in connention vith e
residcnce transaction. Pera. 2-6.21L '

The record incicntes that the houge inspecticn, item 1, was
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made ot Hr. Martin®s denand and at hic expense on the house he
purchszed at his e Sineo the expense wag ivngurrad
jucident o the : s punstion ne to whatheor i€

ie rcimburenbie ter Tars, 2-Gf of the

Federzal Travel rc on was antarently concerned
with the physice excluadiveg g Lernlie
faspection,since wnde zeles contract the seller
wvas vequired to provi vidence of g saticfactery termite iuspoction
Cur Office hes beld tha ost of a termite irspsction is veiue
bursable as a rcouived cervice custoaarily paid by the scller or

buyer (B-17653), Hovember 2%, 1673; B-175918, Juue 13, 1972), but
the houge inspection in this case does not apreer O be reimbursable
ag a xeaquited souvice custemarily psld by the purchaser of a resi-
dence at the new cuiy station ea conteaplated by psara. 2-6.2f of

the Pederal Travel Resulatione and may not be allowed under that
regulation. Therefore, since the miccellancous oxnp2psés allowance
may not be used to reimburze an enazloyen for eupruices disallowed
clsevhere in the Federal Trovel Reguleticns, item 1 1s not
reimbursable. Para. 2-3.lc.

With regard to items 2 and 4, the Federa)l Travel Regulotions
allov relmburseaent of the fees for diccomnecting and connecting
applisnces. Para. 2-3.,1b(1). Therefore, iten 2 ie reimbursable,
However, Mr. Mertin has noted om his voucher that the charges for
{nstaliation of the washer saud dryer in his new residence (iczn &)
{ncluded instsllation of en air vent through a wall. Our 0flice
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