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Joseph M, Vere - Walver of Salary Overpayments
DIGEST:

Wealver of overpayment is granted to employee of
United States Army Audit Agency (USAAA) who
continued to have pay checks sent to bank after
tranefer to Agency for International Development,
Employee was not at fault in failing to nctify USAAA
until errival a2t new duaty station in Cominican
Republlc as mail was sent directly to Dominican
Iepublic while employee attoerded training in
Washington and had no knowledge of overpayment

at that time,

: zetion is an appeal from an action of ovr Transvortzaticn and
E.Li rision (now Claims Livision), dated January 7., 1675, which
. ceiver of a clairn of the United States against Mr. Jeseph i,
Vers under seotion 5584 of title §, United States Code {Zupp, HI,

1873), us imp’.ome'zted by seetions 81-03 of title 4, Cods of Federal
Regulationa (1973),

3

The record shows that, as an employee of the U, S, Army Audit
Lgenecy (USALA), VWestern District, Redweed City, Ckli"orniu,
Mr, Vere was paid in & gross amount of $1, 036,40 at a time when
he was entiticd to 858, €0, reasulting in an overpayment m the ITOSS
amount of 8773, 80, Subseouently, Mr, Verce re»‘paid 3300 lenvinz a
halance of &4 N.BC The overpayment, consisting of two bzwrcidy pay
checks, wes the result of administrative error in continuing to subnrit
time and attendance cards for Mir. Vere after he had left USAAA to
accept a position with the Agsency for Internaticnal Develcpment (AID),

Mr, Vere left his position with USAAA on Novenmber 28, 1870,
He began & training course with AID in Washington, D, C,, on
December 3, 1270, iie then departed W oshmﬂton for the Diorminican
Republic en December 23, 1870, The overp.nym'ent occurred during
the period {rom hovemiber 29 threough Uecember 19, 1970, while
Mr, Vere was in Washington, D.C., The checks were r:ailed dxrectly
to Nir, Vere's bank in Texas.

-When Ir, Vere arrived in the Dominican Republic in January 1971,
he notified USAAZS that he had apparently been overpaid ard on .
January 2%, 1871, USALA requested repayment in the amount of
$358. 24 without furthzr explanation., Mr, Vere repaid this anount,
This repayment, however, was for an overpayment for the pay period
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beginning December 20, 18970, On April 22, 1271, Mr, Vere was
notified that he had been overpaid for the period from November 28,
through December 19, 1871, in the smount of $778. 80.

In denying Mr. Vere's waiver request, the Transportation and
Claims Division noted that Mr. Vere continued to receive leave and
earnings statements moiled directly to him which showed the erroneous
payments for the period from November 298 to December 18, 1870,

The Transportation and Claims Division found that the camnbination of
leave and earnings statements and payments to the bank should have
alerted the employce to the fact that he was belng erroneously over=
paid. The failure to pursue this matter before January 1571 indicated
fault on the part of the eraployee.

However, Nr., Vere states in hig appeal that when he left his
position with the USAAA in San Diego, his mail was forwarded to the
State Departuient in Washington, From there his meil was sent by
pouch to the Dominicen Republiz, Hence, he wes unaware of the over-
payment until his arrival in the Dominican Republic,

In view of the additional facts set forth in Mr. Vere's letter, it
does riot appear that he could have baen aware of the overpayrent at
the time {t cecurred, Since hir, Vere cortacted USAAA immediately
after his arrival in the Dominican Hepublic, he was not ctherwize at
fault in this matter,

Accordingly, under the provisions of section 5554 of title 5,
United States Code (Supp. I, 1873), we hereby waive the claim in the
gross amount of 8774, 60 of the United States againgt Mir, Joseph M,
Vere., Mr. Vere may cobtain refund of the $300 paid by him by sub-
mitting a claim to USAAA within 2 years of the date of this settlement,

R..F..:Keller

peputy Comptroller General
of the United States





