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Protest involving procurement by GFA Peanut

Association, on behalf of Commodity Credit

Corporation, is not for consideration by GAO

since award of contract was made by organization
whose accounts are not subject to settlement

by GAO.

Elmer Joe Motley and Fontell Wyatt protest the alleged

mishandling of bids by the GFA Peanut Association, Camilla,

Georgia. The protesters request our Office to investigate their

contention that they were not permitted to examine the bids after

bid opening; that their request that bids be read aloud was

denied; and that their request to examine the successful bid

before the bids were removed from the room was denied.

The record discloses that the protesters submitted to

Mr. D. H. Harden, Manager of the GFA Peanut Association, a

sealed bid to load peanuts stored at the Association. The pro-

testers submitted the second low bid and the low bid was submitted

by The Singer Company (Singer). The GFA Peanut Association, on

behalf of Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC), awarded a contract to

Singer on October 7, 1975. It is reported that the peanuts are

collateral for a CCC price support loan.

Section 20.1(a) of our Bid Protest Procedures, 4 C.F.R.

g 20.1(a) (1975), specifically authorizes this Office to consider

protests by interested parties wishing to protest the proposed

award of a contract, or the award of a contract, by or for an

agency of the Federal Government whose accounts are subject to

settlement by the General Accounting Office. Our bid protest

jurisdiction is based on our authority in 31 U.S.C. §1 71 and 74

(1970) to adjust and settle accounts and to certify balances in

the accounts of acountable officers.
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CCC is a wholly owned Government corporation and its activities

and functions are, by statute, somewhat autonomous. 15 U.S.C.

§§ 714b and 714c (1970). Our Office has no statutory authority to

settle and adjust the accounts of the CCC. See B-150556, May 29,

1968. Since CCC's accounts are not subject to settlement by this

Office, nor are the accounts of GFA Peanut Association, we could not

take any remedial action with respect to award under the subject

solicitation even if we should find such action warranted under the

rules generally applicable to Federal procurements. Under these

circumstances, our Office is without jurisdiction to consider the

subject protest.

Paul G. Dembling

General Counsel
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