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UsSe Information AgencyeeLflectiva
date of Wage Hates
DIGEST: -
VS, Information Agency ond union negotiate wage retes
for Radio Techmicians at Voice of America. Agency and
unjon agreed to couduct wage. survey and {wpiacnt vage
schedule, but scticn wis delayed wirtle agoncy sought
epproval iran Civil Service Commission, 4zency nad
unfon may egree in sdvance to eifective date of new
schadule tefore amount of Increase Is determined, thus,
Bew viaze vale may be implemested retroactively w date
bereed Ux 3 098

This decision £2 in response to the reguest Zrom the United
States Inforieticn Agency concerning the pro.riety of granting
velrasctiva pay increases to Radio Techuiciany anpioyed at the
Agency's Voice of Masrica faciiity.

The Iscts, brisily staled, indicate that ibe Agency and
Local 1415 of the Nellonsl Federaticn of fPedersl ﬁa lﬂfgcs (HiFE)
entered into g collostive barzainiag sgreeacnt on \u st Yo, 1303,
covering Rzdlo Technicians anplayed &t the Volce of nmcrica.
drticle XI of the gyreonent estsbiishes a Joint Voge Council
vhich conslidars and ma-es zecummandatlioas o the Chief, Domestic
Service lPersonnel Divicicon, vegerdiang wage surveys ond the
proposed vege scheduie Lo ba estsbilshed by the Chief. The Chiel,
on behelf of the Agency, detarmines the timing and coverage of
the survey, conducts the survey, and, after cousultatlon with the
Joint tage Council, establishes & wage schedule. The sulmission
from Lhe Agency plates thet oa Aspril 39, 1575, the Joiunt Vege
Council recowmnended that s wege survey be implemzated fwmediztely
snd that the newly esteblished rates bo tnipleaented on Jazy 1,

1975 The Azency states furthers

"Manegenent did not opnose this recomwaendation, but
did recognize its then believed obligation to obtsin
V.8, Civil Service Coumission appruval to coaduyct the
survey in June, as opposaed to tha past practice of
conducting & mew survey in Noveuber of each calendar
year. "
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The Civil Service Cormission responded by letter dated August 27, 1975,
that the Cocmaission has no suthority to approve or disapprove the
Agency's request since the viege=fixing mechanism was established under

e collective bargaining agrecment, snd, as such, it is outside the
Coramizsion's authiority with respect to wage settiog for prevailing

rate employees. See Fud, L. 92-392, 9(b), 86 Stat. 574. The Agency

in its submission concludes by stating that it supports the uaicn's
request that the new rates, wiich resulted from e wage survey ordered
on August 23, 1975, end cunducted in Septasber 1975, be made rctroactive
to July 1, 1975, {f it is within the authority of the Agency to do 50.
The union, Local 1413 of KITE, has also written erguing thzt the

Agency had sgreed inm Mey 1373, that the effective dote of the woge
sorvey would be July 1, 1975, that the Ageney then scted errounacusiy 4o
first geexing Civil Service Coumission epproval for comducting su early
woge survey, &nd that the effective date of the mew wage schedule ghould
not be delayed duk to the Agency's erroueaus actions.

Our Office has heid that an egency and a unicn mzay egree in
advence on on effective date to implaacut a nepotiated wage schedule,
even though the exact amouatl of the increase has not yet been determined,
so long as the effcctive date is sel no esrlier than the dote of the
preliainary agreament setiing that dste, See B=133383, Hovember 23,
1975, &ud casés cited therein, Ve similarly hold that the pariies csu
also zzrce that sn arbitrator may set the cffective date of a3 wage
increase vhere negotiations betwsen the sgeacy and the uaion reached
an impasse. Belluvlolt?, April 14, 1970. 55 Comp. Gen. ____» In the
prescut cese, it appears that the parties zgreed iu advance that the
effective date of a new wage schedule would be July 1, 1975, and that
e delay xesulted from the Agency seeking the approval of the Civil
Sexvice Commission. '

Accordingly, we have no objection to the implementstion of the

new wage schedule effective July 1, 1975,

R.F.KELLEE

Acting  Comptroller Ceneral
of the United States






