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Size standards to qualify as small business are vested

in SBA and are not for consideration by GAO.

Granite State Machine Company, Inc. (Granite), protests the

contemplated award under request for proposals (RFP) No. N00140-76-R-1525,

a small business set-aside issued on July 22, 1976, by the Naval Regional

Procurement Office, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for equipment and services

related to radar communication detection equipment.

Specifically, Granite protests against the small business size

standard that, for services to be performed by the offeror, the

average annual receipts of that concern and its affiliates for the

preceding three fiscal years shall not exceed $2,000,000. Granite

contends that while the RFP refers to "minor services," the general

description of work can only be construed as a requirement for "major

overhaul and modification of equipment." Granite also contends that

one of the evaluation factors for award stated in the RFP--the require-

ment for a strong mechanical and electronic manufacturer with a previous

history relating to the equipment specified--is inconsistent with the

size standard and eliminates small business concerns currently under

production of that equipment. Granite has also protested to the

Small Business Administration (SBA) and the Philadelphia Naval Regional

Procurement Office.

Conclusive authority over size standard issues is within the

province of the SBA. Dynamic International, Inc., B-185337, January 5,

1976, 76-1 CPD 11. Accordingly, this Office must decline to

consider Granite's protest against the size standard.
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