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Concerned citizen who protests award of contract for school
bus services because of agency's alleged noncompliance
with its regulations and requests termination of contract
is not an interested party uander Bid Protest Procedures.

Ms. Patti R. Whiting protests award to Freeman Bus Service
of a contract for school bus service under invitation for bids
No, F16602-76-09095, issued by Barksdale Air Force Base,
Louisiana. The protester contends that the agency failed to
comply with Air Force Regulation (AFR) 214-13, April 14, 1970,
governing the transportation of dependent school children of
military and civilian personnel, and the applicable appropria-
tions act, Act of February 9, 1976, Pub. L. No. 94-212, § 707.
It therefore is requested that the contract awarded under the
instant solicitation be terminated.

Our Bid Protest Procedures require that a party be
"interested" in order that its protest may be considered.
4 C.F.R. 20.1(a) (1975). In determining whether a protester
satisfies the interested party criterion, consideration is
given to the nature of the issues raised and the direct or
indirect benefit or relief sought by the protester. Kenneth R.
Bland, Consultant, B-184852, October 17, 1975, 75-2 CPD 242,
This serves to insure a party's diligent participation in the
protest process so as to sharpen the issues and provide a
complete record on which the merits of a challenged procure-
ment may be decided. Moreover, we have held that a consultant
asserting the '"right of any citizen" to file a formal bid pro-
test is not an-interested party. I1d. '

We have beeri advised by the protester that her interest
in this procurement derives solely from her status as a con-
cerned citizen. The protest correspondence indicates no other
special interest in this matter and the relief sought would not
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appear to personally benefit the protester. In the instant case,
we find no adequate basis for concluding that the protester,

in her capacity as a concerned citizen is an interested party
within the meaning of our Bid Protest Procedures, supra.

Accordingly, the protest is dismissed.

ukbisbputliy

Paul G. Dembling
General Counsel
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