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Gary C. Franson - Miscellaneous and transporta-
tion expenses incurred in woving mobile home
DIGEST:
Though expenses incurred in moving mobile home
incident to permancnt chauge of station may be
of the type covered by the miscellaneous
expenses allowance of FTR 2-3.1 et seq., the
full claim by employee of the iational Vieather
Service may not be allowed since it exceeds the
maximum allowable anounk under FIR 2-3,3.
Reimbursement for transport of storagé sheds
may not be certified under traasportation
allowance for mobile homes as the sheds are not
part of the home itself,

This action is in response to a rvequest by a certifying cfficer of
the Hational Cceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Deparitment of Come
merce, for an advance decision as to the propriety of certifying for
payuent a reclain voucher in the amount of 644,10 in favor of
Mr. Gary C. Franson representing various expenses incurred in the trans-
port of -his mobile home incident to a permanent change of duty station,
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By travel order dated March 5, 1975, Mr. Cary C. Frauson, an
employee of the HNational Veather Service, was anthorized travel inci-
dent to a permanent chaunge of duty station from San Francisco,
California, to Fresnsc, Califoraia. Pursuant to Part 7 of Chapter 2
of the Federal Travel Eegulations, FPMR 101-7 (FiL), HMr. Franson was
eligible to receive an allowance for the transportation of his mobile
home for use as a residence at his new duty station,

Ls asuthorized by FTR para. 2-7.3d, the Government assumed respon-
sibility for the transportation Of the mobile home and paid those costs
directly to the commnercial carrier involved through U.S. Goverwnent 2ill
of Lading K-4,881,759, dated March 5, 1975, For reimbursaoment of other
expenses incurred in the move, Mr. Franson submitted a Travel Voucher
dated April 22, 1975, For most of the amount disallowed by the certify-
ing officer on that voucher, Mr. Franson has submitted the voucher now
in question, dated HMay 28, 1973.

The amount now claimed relates to those expenses incurred in the
transportation of the mobile home other than the direct cost of the
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transportation of the home itself. The specific expenses claimed are
listed as followss

Tear~-dovm and set-up of mobile home $550.00
Tear-dowvn and set-up of skirting,

awnings, screen room, and porch 743,00
Materials used in tear-down and -

set-up 325,75
Permits required for tear~down and

set-up 95.00
Transport of storege sheds 100.00

Of the total amount claimed in excess of the cost of transportation of
the mobile home by commercial transportation, the administrative office
allowed $839.20 as miscellaneous expense under FIN para., 2-3.3 and $100
as cost of transporting storage sheds. Hr., Fransoun is now clalming
reimbursement of the cost of the above-listed itams. It is noted that
reimbursement of one of the items reclaimed 1s the cost of the transpor-
tation of storage sheds for which he has already been reimbursed.

Fayment of the cost of tronsperting an employes's "house trailer or
mobile dwelling' incident to a pemnanent change of station is eauthorized
by 5 U.S.C. 5724(b) which provides as follows:

“(b) Under such regulations as the President may
prescribe, an employee who transports a house trailer or
mobile dwelling inside the continental United States,
inside Alaska, or between the contimental United States
and Alaska, for use as a residence, and who otherwise
would be entitled to tremsportation of household goods
and personal effects under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, is entitled, instead of that trangportation, to—

"(1) a reasonsble allowance not in
excess of 20 cents a mile foy transporta=-
tion of the house trailer or mobile
dwelling, if the traller or dwelling is
transported by the employeej or

"(2) commercial transportation of '
the house trailer or mobile dwelling, at
Governmnent expense, or reimbursement to
the e@pLoyee therefor, including the
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payment of necessary tolls, charges,
end pemit fees, if the trailler or
dwelling is not transported by the <

emp loyee,

However, payment under this subsection may not exceed the
maximum payment to which the employee otherwise would be
.entitled under subsection (a) of thig section for trans-
portation and tanporary storage of his houschold poods
and personal effects in connection with this transfer."”

Part 7 of the Federal Travel Regulations, in effect at the time of
the transfer, issuecd pursuant to a delégation of authority from the
President contained in Executive Oxder No, 11609 of July 22, 1371, con-
talns binding regulations with regard to payment by the Goveriaent of
expenscs incurred under the authority of the ebove stoatute, Paragreph
2-7.3 enunerates the expenses that may eand may not be paid by the
”Government incident to commevrcial transportation of & wobile home as
followss

N

"2.7.3., Computation of allowanuces,

Ya., Transportation by a commercinl carricr.

"{1) Tariff rates. The ellowance shall include
the cerrier's charges for actual transportation of the
mobile home in an amount not exceeding the epplicable
tariff as epproved by the Interstate Commerce Commission
(or sppropriate State regulatory body for iatrastate

' movements) for transportation of a mobile home of the
size and type involved for the distance involved, pro-
wvided any substantial deviation frowm mileage showvn in
the standard highway mileage guides shall be explained.

“(2) Fees, tolls, and charges., The allowance
also shall include ferry fares and bridge, road, and
tunmel tolls; taxes; charges or fees f{ixed by a State or
other government authority for permits to trausport
mobilae homes in or through its jurisdiction; and car-
riers' service charges for obtaining necessary permits.

."(3) Charges excluded, Allowances shall not
fnclude costs of preparing wobile homes for movement,
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maintenance, repairs, storape, insurance for valuation

of homes above carriers' maximum liabilities nor charges
designated in the tariffs as ‘'Special Service.' (See

2~3 which relates to the miscellaneous expense allowance.)"

All of the expenses now claimed with the exception of the cost of
tha trangportation of the storege sheds ave not reimbursable under that
paragraplhi. Reimbursement of the cost of preparing a wobile hone for
movenent is specifically prohibited and the cost of reassembly is not
listed as a reimbursable item., Furthermore, this 0ffice has consis-
tently disallowed reimbursement of the costs of disassembly and reas=
sembly under the lsw and regulations pertaining to the transportation
of mobile homes. B-179146, Scptember 28, 1973. However, thosc expenses
may be considered in determining the employee's cntitlement to a miscele
laneous expense allowence., &ee FIR pera. 2-3.3. The miscellancous
allowance covers general types of costs inherent in relocaticn of a
place of residence including costs involved in the relocation of &
mobile home other than the costs of trensportation, Gince Mr. Frenson
has been veimbuvsed the transportation charges allouzble as well eas
$8359.20 miscellaneous ewpen¢e5'vhich apparently was the maninum allow-
ance wiltich he could be paid under FIR paie. 2-3,3b, the w Iy ey net
be certified for payment.

Since storage sheds are not part of the mobile heme there was no
authority to reimburse Mr, Franson for this additional transportation
expense. B-103919, Januvary 22, 190%. Heither may he bLe reimbursed for
it as a miscellaneous expanse since the maximum slleowance has already
baen exceeded as discussed above. The $100 reimbursencnt for the trans-
portation of the storage sheds was therefore improperly allowed and the
necessary action should ba taken to recover this amount from Mr. Franson.

Accordingly, the voucher may not be certified for payment.
R‘}’.EW

B3 comptroller General
of the United States





