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MATTER OF:
Claim fo temporaiy quarters allowas

DIGEST:
Temporary quarters allowance may not be paid to employee
who, for 11 nuthes prior to transfer, had been detailed
to area of new duty station where. for oeriod for which
he clAs temporary quarters allowance, he and his family
continued to occuoy rented apartment in wAhich they had
resided during detail. Subsection 8.2c of C"1B Circular
No, A-56, Revised Auvust 17, 1971, defines temporary
quarters in termS of lodgings occupied after employee
nd/or family vacatis residence quarters in which they

were residing at tha time the trafer was authorized.

This action is utne the reauest bv an Authorized Certifying Officer
for the Internal Revenue Sorvice (RS) for an opinion as to the entitle-
sent of Mr. aJnes, an IRS employee, to an allowance for tempo-
rary quarters for the period fro June 11, 1972, through June 18, 1972.
Mr. Jones, who has been allowed temporary quarters expenses in the mnat
of $84 for the period from June 11 through June 18 has now submitted a
supplemental voucher in the amot of $73.50 for teporary lodging
epenses for that sa period.

Prior to his change of official station from Jacksonville to Miami,
Florida, on August 11, 1972, 1!r. Jones had been detailed to the Z1iami
area. Uis letter dated Noveber 15, 1972, on the subject of his moving
expenees states that his family accomanied him to tiami on July 16, 1971,
In connection with that detail and that they resided in Miaut for the
period of his detail in a rented apartment. The eploye and his fily
were occuuying those leased auarters at tie date of his transfer on
June 11, 1972, and remained teare until Jume 18, 1972, when they mod
ate a home In the Miami area thati the employe had purchased.

Kr. Jones has Indicated that 1for the period after June 1, 19n, and
util June 25, 1972, 30 days after he hW given written notice of his
Intent to terminate the lease, he i*s required to pay rent In the mout
of $157.50 and by his suvplental voucher has claimd additional temo-
wary quarters expenses for the perilod from June 11 through June 18 based
an that total namot which he Indicates he was required to pay regardless
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of the fact that he in fact ceased to occupy the apartment a week before
the June 25th date. Thus, he clairs a daily lodging cost of $19.69 for
the period from June 11 throuth June 18. On the basis of his original
voucher 11r. Jones has been paid teiporary lodging expenses Dased on a
daily lodgine co8t of S10.59. Thuci. the $84 navment ha has received is
that share ot tile tl57.50 rent payjwLe tor me period trom June U tnrougpn
June 25 prorated for the period of his alleged occupancy of temporary
quarters from June 11 tirough June 18.

The Certifying Officer questiins whether the S84 paynent for lodging
emxeDaes was nroDer and if so, whether the surmlemental voucher mav be
certified for payment. In rasiard to the fir3t question Presented, the
Certifying Officer specifically questions whether tne apartment waich the
employee and his family occupied for the period from June 11 through
June 18 constitutes temporary quarters.

Section 8 of Office of Manapement and Budeet Circular No. A-56, as
revised Augt 17, 1971, provides for the payment of subsistence expenses
of the eployee and his imediate family while occupying temporary quar-
ters when an employee in transferred to a new official station. Subsec-
tion 8,2 provides in pertinent paxt as follows:

"8.2 Conditions and limitations for eliaibility

* * * * *

fic. that constitutes temnorary quarters. Tenporary
quarters refers to any lodging obtained from private or
eommercial sources to be occupied temnorarily by the
employee and/or members of his imdiate family who have
vacated the residence quartems in which they were residing
at the time the transfer was autorized."

In our decision B-176S31, Kareh 12, 1973, ve considered that partic-
ular statutory languag in the context of a situation very similar to
Mr. Jaws'. In that cane, the emloyea had been detailed to San Francisco
an July 1, 1969, and remained so detailed until he was ultimately trans-
ferred there on a uermupent basis on July 31, 1971. At the date of his
transfer he was resAidinR in 8an Francisco in the rented anartmint in which
be had been living for some te and continued to live there during tue
period for which he claimed temporary quarters expenses. We held that
umdar the lugmage of the above regulation the emloyee was not entitled
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to towporary quarters expenses inasmch as he had not vacated the resi-
dence quarters in which he was residing at the tie of transfer. For
the som reason,we find that Hr. Jones is not entitled to pay t of
terporary quarters expenses for the! period from June 11 through Jtme 18
during wtuich he continued to residei in the apartmnt he had occupied for

t9-n+ wricr to no =c--:fi.r:=tz_-X . ^o~7 to _<
the second question, pertaining to the suppleiental voucher, raised by
the CertIfying Officor.

Appropriate action should be t:akan to recover the $84 mount preri-
ously paid to thea employee in connection with his alleged occupancy of
temporary quarters during tne period in question.

R. F.KELIIa

Comptroller General
D) >; 7 of the United States




