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Blaine B. Puntrock - ‘travel expense incident to
house-hunting trip

Civilian employee of Bureau of Indian Affaira who
conducted o house-hunting trip incident to an
official transfer of duty station without follow-
ing the procedures set forth in section 7.3¢c of
OMB Circular Mo. A-56, which required that an
erployment agreemsnt muat be signed before travel .
is commenced and permanent changs of travel order
- has baen ismued vhich ineludes authorization for .
the round trip may not be reimbursed travel
expenses for such trip.

Duri.n; the period from August 21-23, 1972, Hr. Buntrock contucted a

ouse-hunting trip under s travel suthorization issued by the (acting)
rintendent of the Cheyenne River Agency, for travel from his official

Station, Eagle Butts to Wahpeton and return, According to the Aberdeen

Ares Finsnee officer’s form memorandum dated September 18, 1972, the Agency

“Buperintondent did not have the suthority fo issue the lntborization, as

-tils suthority rests with the Aberdeen -Aréa Office Branch of Personnel,

1The travel order issued August 31, 1972, suthorizing the permanent change

of station signed by the Aberdeen Area Personnel officer contained the

Jfolloving gtatement: . .

“icusehunting trip made 08/21-24/72, not authorized ag trang-

: »ter date not eastadblighed and BExploywent Agreemant not signed

* “until 08/25/72."

5 Tha record furthor indicates that the house-hunting trip, for which .

m’-&buramk i3 roquested, was performad prior to the employee's signing
- Fequired czployment agreemsnt, ihsreby violating the prescribed
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,oacduro mquimd by the Office of Management and Budget Circular (OQB)
ﬁ. A‘5‘6 won Te 3C, ized.

In tha present casze Mr. mmtmck ms adviaed by his supervisor that
hil nouss-hunting trip was authorized. His supervisor, however, did not
vs the authority to grant such spproval. We have held that in the
W of authorizmation prior to performance of the trip by an official
+ vaoted with suthority to grent such authorization, house-hunting trip :
‘“Wo my not be re s2d. Bee B—l&}ﬁlh Janw'z,lh 19703 B-168797 ;/
i areh 6, 19705 B-175802, July 2¥, 1972; B-179449 WNovenber 26, 19 9137

f Under ﬁ u.8.c. 572k(a)(2), Vwmax is implemented by OMB Circul.sr

Mo, A=56, ‘section 7,/Reviesd August 17, 1971, in force at the time in.
ﬂ?q\uztion, an esployes and his spsuse mey, undar appropriate circumitances,
mident to 2 permanent change of station, bs authorized one round trip to
- sesk pormanent remidence quarters et his new duty station. Bection 7.3e X

xfof oxa Circular No. A-56 provides as follows:

"(e) Authorization prior to trip. The trip for find-
ing residencs quarters shall not be made at Government
sxpenss unlaas a permmnent changa of staticn travel order

- hag been isgued which includes anthorisation for the round
trip, mods of transportation snd period of time allowed for
the trip, specifies the date for reporting at the new offi-
cial ataticn, and indicytes that the 10 has signed

- ths requirsd agreswgnt. An esployee be in a duty sta-
-tudnringihemﬂwrizedrmdtripperiodofabsmco. :
(expuasis eddad.) ,

Decisions of this Offica have interpreted these prcrrhiom of OMB

»-%fcs_rm B0, A~ requiring, with respect to advanece house-hunting

"-ripc that an t sgrecment muwt be signed and the travel in
. Quastiom puat be officially authorized before the house-hunting trip is
takon 1f the employwe ig to receive reimburgement for expoases incurred.

Bee B-167918 Movazber 5, 1969.

o Tharse ars zoste eireumatances in which pogtapproval may be granted on
the basts that certain adninistrative errors have cccurred. However,

 Wminiatrative orrors which may be retroactively corrected to increase or
deeransa bonefita allcwmble to enployeen are those which relate ta s -
fallure to follow the specific intant of the authorizing official. How-
tvar, in this case the Aberdsen Area Offica Branch of Personnel was not
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ted or requested to authorize Mr. Buntrock's house-hunting trip in
nor wvas the requinite advance exployment agreement secured.
no administrative error under which an exception to the z:;ﬂatory
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voucher may not be certified for
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