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a«X«renoa !« aoda to yoor l*tt«r oX liay 13« l̂ li?^ as foUovit 

"BM fourth Internatloa&l Cancer Hasearch CongrMs is to nuaet In St. 
Kiouifl 1A S«pt«ftb«r 19b7 undar the auffpla«s of ths Union Interruitioivale 
G«ntr« X* Canotr and the Aaarican Asoooiatlon for Cancar Reaaarohi The 
iMtal Uidi^ for the ConGrea& la a,oproaciBatel/ $130,000, the a&^r purt of 
-«ai^ l£ to be oontrlouted bjr prirata foundatloaa. I aa infozaad thet tha 
MpartMttt of State la landag Ijtrltatlona for the naetin^ to all ox the 
»itifiin nov rapraaeotad In Waahingtoa and that It will provide SOBS oonay 
for MtartaloMsnt \xirgom%^* 

"Tbe Surgeon Gtonaral of tba Public ilaalth £ierTlca propovea, upori tiia 
raoooioeDdatlon of the Rational Actrisoxy Cancer Counell and aa a naans of 
•arxylng out the porp̂ aac of Saotlon 301 of the PnMln stealth :5arvi(»e Act 
with raapeet to oanoor, to stake a grant of ^,000 t-j the forthcooing 
Conc>^a* Tt\XM contribution noulU be oada available for aalarlea of the 
effioara of the Googreaa for parioda varylja^ In duration ivxm 2 to 6 
•mthai for nlaoallanaous officer ê pensea, ana for oditinci lAiLliahin^, axul 
dlatribution of tho prooeedlnga, Lnclndlng necoaaary trenalatlona* It would 
not be aada aTallable to ttie Con^os for tbe purpoaa or liayin^ the coeta of 
Xodfingi foedlng, conv«/ing or fumiehing transpartatlon^ and hence, assisalni;; 
tha appiloabiUt/ othancLaa of the prohlbltlooa of tbe Act of Febru^ 2, 
1935 (1(9 ^Hat, 19| 31 U«S«C. 551) ooold Involve no violation of that \ct« 

"Soetlon it02 of tbe Public }Iealth Service Act aupplenents, with 
apedflo rafarenoe to cancer, the broad authority veatod in the Surgeon 
Goaeral ta/ aoetlon 301 with recpoct to tho corKlust and proootion of resecxch, 
Invaatl^tlona, exporliaents, dcflBoatrtratlons, and studies relating to aisoaso. 
-It dlrocta the Surgeon Oaneral to conduct and foater euch activities with 
raapaot to canoar and *to promote the coorxiLnatlon 01 rcsearouea conducted 
bjr the Institute and aioilar rasearche« cooductad J / other agencies, 
oygani Mtiona end individualfi.* In carrying out the provisions of sootloa 
ii02, a l l the appropriate provisions of section 301 are made arailatvlc! to 

Surgeon Oaneral by section ii03« Certain of the provisions of aecLlon 
301 are in turn derived froia the hational Canocr Institute Act (50 .̂ tat. 
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5$̂ ) wkUhf with certain oadaoions, vas contlnuod as Title IT in tbe 
otfMlidatod Fttbllc Uaalth Service Act of X9hk. Tor an ezplaoation of 
the laglalatlva background of section 301 and Title IV see pâ ss liS-iSdand 
26-27 of the iteport of the Honse C«adttoe on mtarstata and Foreign CoRsaroe 
oa the * Consolidation and Ravlsion of Laws Relating to the Public Health 
Servloa. * Aipari Ko* I36U, 79th Congraaa, 2nd Seaaioa* 

•under section 301 the Surgeon Oaneral is authorltad to 

<**(d) Ittdoa grants in aid to unlTorslties, hospitals, laiytratorles, 
and ether public or private institutions, and to iixliyiduals for such 
raastroh projeets aa are • . • with respect to oanoar, rscoeonfinded uj 
ttas Uatlonal Advisory Cancer CouncUi • • • * 

••HS is also authorised to 

"•(g) Adopt • • . with raspect to cancer, upon recoonandatlon of 
tho llatlonal AjcMaozy Cancer Council, such additional neans aa he (iaeos 
neoeaaary or appr^sriatc to earry out thu purpoaes of this section.' 

"The seating of the Fourth International Canear Research Congress is 
aslnsntly designed to atlaulate and prcaote the coordination of reaearch, 
Invaetigations, stullss, and other activities which may point the way to 
solution of the problaa of flnriinjj loeans to diagnose, treat, control, and 
prevent cancer. Ihe Surgeon Oeneral accorcilDj;iy has determined that a 
grant of aoney to the fourth International Cancer lieeearch Ccogress is an 
;̂)proprlate aeans for oarrTing out the piupoaes of Section 301 of the 
Pttblle Health :>ervice Act. 

"Advice le accordingly re<iue5ted as to whether there is objection to 
tbe uee of the appropriations aade for carrying out the purpoeee of Title 
17 of tbe Poblle Health Service Act for a grant to be aade, upon reooamenriation 
of the Jlational Advisory Cancer Council, to the Fourth Inteniational Cancer 
fieeearoh Coogreee for the pnoposes outlined in tho eecond paragraph of this 
letter. Stating the question acre generally, and with reference to future 
prebltHi, dose the authority to adopt 'additional neans* aa provided in sub-
seotlon (g) Ingl"**̂  authority to aake ô cpenditures in the torm of grants for 
purpoaes which are within the general purposes of section 301 but which are 
not Halted to •research projects• as. ̂>ecifled In subeeotion (d)?* 

The cited eection 301 of the Public Heath Service Act, 50 Stat. 6:̂1, 

providee, in pertinent part, as foHows: 

"The dorgeen Oeneral shall conduct in the Service, and encouragOj 
fiooparate «Lth« and raider assistanoe to other ^proprlate putJijC 
Authoritlee, eoieatlflc Institutions, and sclur.tists In the conduct of, 
end prasDte the oooroination of, reseorch, Investi ations, experiL-.ents, 
dMooetsationSf and studies relatin.j to the causes, diajnoeis, treataent, 
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control, and prevention of physical and mental diseases and Izipalreenta 
of aan, includlnr, water puiifloatlon, sewage treatasnt, and poUntion of 
laioss and streans. « « 

In consideratian of the broad general parwer vested In the 3ur̂ eoa 

Oeneral by sabeection (g) of said section 301—quoted iii your lettetwto 

adopt, with rê >ect to cancer, upon the recooaasndation of the !!iational 

Advisory Genosr Council, "such additional means as he deoios neoesŝ AT/ or 

appropriate t.- carry out the p;irpoeos of this section," there is a su^ 

stantlal basis for the view that grants of £Unde are not required to be 

restricted to reeearch projects—ehi oh ̂ ante axe specifically euthoriaed 

by subeection (d) of section 301̂ —but that grants may be oada In injj case 

wfaere it is determined by the ..urgeon Oeneral that such aotion is 

necessary to oany out the purposes and objectives of section 301. 

AcoextilngXrf ,end In view oi the authority contained in section 402(b) 

of tbe aot—#wrel?7 the burgeon J&nerel aâ  praaote the coordination of 

researches conducted by the national Cancer Institute and thoae conducted 

by other agencies and organizations—I have to advisu that. If it be 

determined by tho Airgeon General that the propoaad grant of funds to the 

Fourth International Caztoer fiesearch Congress is necessary to carry out 

the purpeaee of eection 301, with respect to cancer, no objection will 

be Interpoeed to the payoimt thereof fron available appropriations. 

liespectfuUy^ 

11̂  

Cojptroller Oeneral 
of the United States. 


