
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON 

Jun* 8, 1956 

V M Honorablttj 

Th» Seoretary of tha JJavy. 

Slrt 

There has been reoeired request of the Acting Secretary of the 

!l&Ty- for decision as follomi 

"Subject! l̂ ciuest for adianoe decision of the Coiaptroller 
uenerfil of the United States as to airadlablllty 
of the pending appropriation 'Paŷ  Ik-val Aoadeoy, 
I957t* ^^' oredlt of %̂ to salary accounts of 
olTllian professors and instruotors at the U* S» 
Ilavml Acadoqr for the period TJurch l , 193^$ to 
June 30, 1936^ etc* 

•l« Hospeotfully forwarded to the Conptroller General of the 
United States* 

"Z, As passed by the Senate, the bill n^# 12527, 'yaklng 
appropriations for the ^-vy Department and the naval serrloe for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1937, and for other ptirposes,* provides, 
under the caption •NAVAL ACADEUT*, as follomt 

"•Pay, IJkTal Aoadenqri ?or pay of professors and Instructors, 
including one professor as librarian, and such aaounts as Toay be 
necessary to oarry out the Tsrorlsions of the Act approved Jknuary 
16, 1956 (Publlo, Numbered Ul7, Serenty-fourth Congress), ̂ 281,193i 
Provided, That not more than $22,300 shall be paid for laasters and 
Instruetors in svordsnanshlp and physical training*' 

*3« As passed by the House, the bill H.R, 12^27 appropriated 
)265jl400 'for pay of professors and Instruotors, ineluding one pro«» 
fessor as librarian', which sm, as abore indicated, ims increased 
to ̂ 281,193 for the purpose of carrying out the prorlslons of the 
cited Act of jamxLry 16, 1936« 
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'*U« I t v l l l be noted that the differenea between tha sum of 
v265,400, as passed by the House, anl that of $281,193, >-s passed 
by tha Senate, amounts to $X3,793f Xhls differanoe represents tha 
estimated amount nsoesaary to meat as^andlturas for tha f i sca l 
years I936 and 1939 under tha provisions of tha Aot of Jazuazy 16, 
1936 (Publlo TSfo. Ul?) . As stated in the baslo l e t t er , $ 3 , 8 ^ of 
the abcTe-foentionad dlff^renoa of $13«793 represents tha estimated 
amount neoassary to oover tha ^ oredlt atithoriiad to ba aada In 
tha monthly psy aooounts of professors and Instruotors for tha period 
Maroh I , 1936, t o J\ms 30, 1936, Inolusive, and tha balansa of 
$11,930 represents tha estimated amount naoeasary to oorar a similar 
oredlt In the monthly pay aoaounts of professor* and instruetors for 
the f lsoal year 1937. i'ha language oontalned in tha pending :bkval 
Appropriation b i l l imder tha appropriation for *Pay, !laval Aoadanqr* 
does not speoii'loally authorise a i^ expenditures of tha amount to 
be appropriated to meet obligations Inourrad In tha f i sca l year 
1936« Howeror, sinea Congress has Inoluded in tha laount t o ba 
appropriated ({281,193} tha SUM of ^ 3 » ^ to cover tha naoessaxy 
^ aredlt In the monthly pay aooounts for the f i scal year I936, 
thereby olaarly nanlfasting the leg is lat ive Intent that this lat ter 
amount should be available to oovar tha naaaasaiy oredits during 
tha current f l soal year, i t would seem that the appropriation In 
question might be raasonably oonsiderad available to aeet tha 57̂  
credit in the pay aooounts of c iv i l ian professors and instructors 
for tha period March 1, 1936, to June 30, I936, inolusive. 

"̂ a On tha asstm^ion that no ohange v l l l be nade in the 
language of tha above quoted provision from tha pending Maval Appro­
priation 3111 H«H, 12527, your deelslon i s requested as te 1st . 
'.Vhether expenditures neoessary to meet the authorised 3^ oredlt to 
the sKmthly pay accounts of o lv l l lan professors and instructors at 
thm U* S« Saval Academy for the period Maroh 1, 1936« to Jime 30, 
1936, inolusive, aay properly be charged against tha 1937 appropria­
tion ibr ' ^ 7 , :]avaX Aoads>qr*» &s ncm provided for in the b i l l H«H. 
125271 aul 2ad. IVhather the oredlt of 5^ authorised to be made In 
the pay aooounts of c iv i l ian professors and instructors at tho U, 3* 
ITaval Aoadsnqr la^y be considered as an obligation against the l imita­
tion of ^22,300 for tha pay of inastei^ and instruotors in swordsman^ 
ship and physical trainlngT** 

It i s understood the b i l l -nas approved by the President since 

the date of your subnlitsion* 

Under the laiva relating to appropriations. It i s trail set* 

tied that appropriations laade for a particulsur f iscal year isay 
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not ba used to pay oliUgatloaa for o l ^ r flsoal years, noevvar, 

Tihar* the lancvMgt *ad intent of aa a]̂ iroprlAti<a& aat elearly 

Indioate that tha appi'OprlAtiott for a pertlealar purpaaa shall be 

used to pay past obligAtiona, tbat Inte&t miqr ^ giv*& effaet. 

Harv the aot uzider ivhiah tha addltlsnAl payanf ara required 

baaama Inr January 16» 1^6. Tha aat required ragolatlona by 

the Seoretary of the !lKvy aad the proo\ir«ment by the benefited 

mambera of tha teaehlng st&ffa of tlie United States m.vl AaadSBy 

and Post Oraduate Qahoel ef the daferrad annuity poUolaa tiiarala 

required. Apparently, the aot ooma into praotlaal operation on 

riaroh 1, 193^, by the ];ar«anilgatlea of the regulations under the 

aat by the Saeretary of tha Myy^ oonpllanoe by tha msnbers vlth 

the requirttaent as to proouring tte aanalty paliales, aad register­

ing the alXo^aaant. Thereafter, on subsiissioa to tha Congress of 

an estimate of the amount neoeeacL«y to pay che additional 3 P r̂ 

oent from ^aroh 1̂  1936, to June 30, 1937» there i»s inoluded la 

tbe appropriation aet for 1937t "^ addltlonaX aneunt *te carry 

out tha provisions of tba aot approved Jkuniajy 16, 1936** T^aasonably, 

tha Intent of tba language in the light of the surrouztding flaeta Is 

that the aiBOuat appropriated 'sas to ba used to pay the additional 

amount froa and after :.iareh 1, 1^6. Tour first question is 

ansiMred aoeordlngly* 

As to your seoond question, the total stai appropriated, 

^281,193, inelules both the "baslo salaries' and the additional 

3 9̂T ceot Inorease therein authorised to be credited under the 
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aat of «ntmiaxy 16, 1936* Of this total amount under the proviso 

*not sore thaa ̂ 22,300," shall be paid for masters and instructors 

In sifordsBanshlp and p}qrsloal training. This limited amount Is tha 

total that may be expended for both "basis salaries and tha 3 par 

cent additional for that class of taashing staff. Ton ara advised 

that tte authorised credit of 3 per oenb for that class of instruotors 

deslgnsted as 'boasters and instruotors In swordsmanship and pl^loal 

training' is aa obligation against the limited sum of $22,300, 

nespeotfuUy, 

(Signed) J, R, UoCarl 
Co^ptreller General 
of the United States, 




