s

~ B
1% b_l_
COMPTROII_,LER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES '
WASH INGTON
o373
APR 1 11929
TTREP

Captain Jih By Vinsenh has reguested review of settlewent
Ke§5138-71, daved Novembor 1, 1923, disaileming oredit in Me se-
counts for 230 representing puywests of $200 «nd §38 mede to Menry
Partell en veushers Nos, T aad L8 of kis spril, 1928, scocunt for
services rendored io the oonstruetion of & marier for “istorieal
._._u .aul installing eopper plete o samm In socordanes vwith pere
shase order 160 of Hovenber 16, 1527, smd mrehase srder 123 of
Apred 21, 1598, based on verbel yuctations by \he jayee, Gredit
for the snsumt paid Crom the epsropriatfen "Rosdw, “alis, "herves
xad Draivage, 1920 waa disallened for the ressem bhet the spiropris-
v wia -lniilu'ﬂ ot sveilsble for the construotiom of s mavker
fwr hm«uil dates, T Flzsnee (ffiser, in his sapeoity as gusrier-
mester ot Part ‘lswcula, in sa lodersesmat dated Jeswery 3, 1629,
states; l

"l. The warker i{n guestion is net = boundery warker, It wss
coestrusted solely feor the mrpose of fmproving the sprearanes of
the post grownds and is pitwated o & trisngular plet of ground st
the sautranee of the post proper. That it cecempliskes this purpose
is (ndisated by the numerens favorable somcents cemverning it mede
by the lons)l presc and by wueh residents of the visinity ss Cengress-
s J. K. Dyane, Cgrmer serator Jeseph i, Dirxem, apd sumerous well
toown businegs men ard privete eitisens. Their resarca dave besn
Tubstantially te tho effest thet thie sarker serves & nead far the

edervation £ the gameral pablis af & brief uiskery of thw fowod-
of Ft, Lissouls amd thet {te orestism whers 1% aow stumds wns
subirely spproppriate. ilse, thut the purk effest of the triangle
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londs & far nere fsvorable impression to the visiter on estering

the post than was the case of the barrem eondition d the triangle
fermerly,

*2. Dofisisncies in the appesrance of the ppat wers the sube
joot metter of somments on semditions st Ft., Lissoula by Brigadier
General ¥. J. Isuniban sfter his inspectiom of the post last sumner,
The marker was polanted out te the Corps dres Commander mnd to Brigadier
Ganersl Reeves on thelr last inspection of the post and, so far as I
knew, elisited ne questiom frop either of them os te the scurce of
the funds imvelved or camments as to the advisability of the expendi-
ture of Government funds for its conatructiom.

*3. The marker iteelf 1s of vari-colored, flimtlike stowe taken
frem the bed of the ratilesnake oreek nesrby, om & foumdation of son~
erete with base and oap stomeés of griy granite salveged from the
fosrdation of an 9ld woter tank formerly used far the post waber sup-
plys The sopper plate mounted om the faoce of the marker wuis made snd

demated by the inssonda Copper ining Company withowd cost te the Gov-
erzsmert.

*lis« The matter of oonstruetion was diseussed om several oe-
sasiems with the them C. §,, Ldeut. Col. %. J. O'Lowghlin, and the
design, as well u8 the work itself was verbdslly approwved by him. The
regulations governing the expeaditure of funds for this purpose were
considered, and it wes agreed thet the fumds provided under the ap-
propriation aet for the P, T., ending June 70, 19P, which provides
in part, "Rouds, "ulls, "harves and irainage and for the care ond Im-
pravement of grounds «t military pests aad sistioms', were applicable,

"Ga 1t is belleved that the comstruction of this marier, for
the parpose designated, xss justified, asz there has formerly beem
very little hesdway made iz improviag the othervise mnattractive ap-

pesranse of the grounds at Fort Fissomla.” 3
2ed,

The appropristion in question is found im the aet of lareh 275,
1927, bl stst. 1116, and provides:

"For the construetiorn asd repair by the .uartermaster Corpe
of roads, walie, :md wharves; for the pay of employees; for the dis-
pesal aof d.r-imge; for dredging channels; and fox sare snd improverent
of grounds at ailitary vosts and atations, = - ~

In deeision Ly the Comntroller of the Ireasury, 19 Comp. Iese.

130, there wus disallored credit for peyment mede for a vemorial
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teblst srected in the Sray Tar College xt ' sahingtem, ..C., the
paynent therefor raving besm mude from the uppropristion "Barracks
asd ‘marters.” 1t res stated in the desision tBst a tublet se
erested vas ware prorerly idantified with the sanstructioa of the
building or, thet hMaving beem vompleted, with laproveneant. The ap-
moprizstion from whieh the payment in that oczse was masde centained
2o wovisiod for improvement of sush bulldings and was accordiczgly
held not wdhbh therelar.

It is svident from the deseriptiom of the marker in this esse
that it comstituted sa fwmprovemest of the grounds as claiwed by the
Pimance Wﬂuré The payment in the jmsmt cuse was mads from an
sporetristion whisk provided specifteslly for impreveme:at of the
grounds 2t nilitary posts end the expmditare appears to eome with-
in the pﬂﬁn of that appropriatiesm, .

Wren review 32:0 is MW for oredit in the disbursirg
of ficer!s egocumts.
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