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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITHE> STATES
Washington

A-23019 ‘ Nay 24, 1928

The Honorable
The Secretary of the Navy.
Sirs

I have your letter of May 15, 1928, transmitting unpaid public

. bills Nos. 34 and 35, Navy Torpedo Station, Newport, R. I., stated in

favor of William R. Peckham and Everett Gray, respectively, for the sum
of $50 each in payment of rewards to said parties for the recovery and
return to the torpedo station of two torpedoes that had previously been
lost in that vicinity. You request my decision whether payment on the
public bills is authorized..

It appears that torpedo No, 11930, Mark X-1, wasllost April 17,
1925, and was recovered by Mr. Peckham on March 27, 1928, and that tor-
pedo No. 2616, Mark VII-2A, was lost May 7, 1926, and recovered by Mre
Gray on March 29, 1928, and the value of the.services rendered by the
finders of the torpedoes has been placed at #$50 for each of the torpedoes.

No specific reward appears to have been affered by the comﬁanding
officer at the torpedo station for finding and returning the lost torpe-
dEes to the station, but the fact, as stated on the public bills, that
it has been thoroughly understood in the vicinity of the naval station
for the past fifteen years that a standing reward is offered for the
recovery of any torﬁedo that may have been lost, the émounx of the reward

to bo determined by the conditions under which recovery is made to be
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finglly decided by tho Inspoctor -of Orduanco in chargo, and paragrgph
863, Unitod sStates Navy Regulations, 1920, are relicd upon as beoing suf-
ficicent authority for the paymmt of the amounts of the public bills
transmitted.

Paragraph 863 of the 1920 Ravy Regulations, as amended by Changes in

Navy Regulations No. 3, dated May 1, 1922, provides as follows:

"(1) Commanding officers are authorized to.offer and pay a sun not
exceeding $20 for tho recovory of a lost torpedo, mine or paravane or
vhon a torpedo or paravanc has not been recovercd within a reasonablo
poriod and its recovery appears doubtful. On the approval of the scnior
of ficor prcescnt, tho amount may bo incrceascd to $50 if attondant circum-
stanccs Justify the paymont of this amounte

"(2) Rowards will be paid on roguisitions for sorviqps and charge—
able to the curront appropriation 'Ordnanco and ordnanco stores,'! or
'Construction and repair,' as tho casdo may bo."

It has boen hold by the accounting officers of the Govermment that
unless a reward, either express or implied, has been c¢ffered beforehand
for finding and returning lost Government property, there was no legal
obligation on the United Statcs to make payment for the recovery of such
property. 5 Comp. Dece 373 11 ide 74le But since commanding of ficers
of naval stations are authorized by Navy regulations to offer and pay
amounts not in excess of $60 for the recovery of lost torpedoes, and
since 1t is stated that it is the. general understanding in the vicinity
of the naval station at Newport, R. I., that payaexts will be made for
the recovery of torpedoes vwhen recovery has not been made by Navy person~
nel within a reasonable period and recovery appears doubdbtful, under the

circumstances here shown, the regulations may be comsidered as impliedly

holding out a standing offer tc reward finders of lost torpedces in amounts,
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not to exceed the amount stated in the regulations, to be determimed by
proper authority, for the recovery of such lost forpedoas,
Accordingly, you are advised tﬁat payment on the public bills which
are returned herewith, if otherwigse correct, is éuthorized.
Respectfully,
(signed) Je. Re McCARL

Comptroller General
of the United States



