
COMPTROLLEB GMERAL OP OHE IMITa> STAKES 

Washington 

A-23019 Hay 2 4 , 1928. 

She Honorable 

The Secretary of the Navy. 

Sir: 

I have your l e t t e r of May 15, 1928, t r a n s m i t t i n g unpaid pub l ic 

b i l l s Nos. 34 smd 35 , Navy Torpedo S t a t i o n , Newport, R. I , , s t a t e d i n 

favor of Y^illiam R, Pecldiara and Evere t t Gray, r e s p e c t i v e l y , for the sum 

• f feO each i n payment of rev/ards to sa id p a r t i e s for the recovery and 

r e t u r n to the torpedo s t a t i o n of two torpedoes t M t had p r ev ious ly been 

l o s t i n tha t v i c i n i t y . You reques t my d e c i s i o n whether payment on the 

pub l i c b i l l s i s a u t h o r i z e d . 

I t appears t ha t torpedo No, 11930, Mark X-1 , was l o s t Apr i l 17, 

1925, and was recovered by Mr, PecMiam on Harch 27, 1928, and t h a t t o r ­

pedo No. 2616, Mark VII-2A, was l o s t May 7 , 1926, and recovered by M r . 

Gray on March 29, 1928, and. the va lue of the s e r v i c e s rendered by the 

f inde r s of the torpedoes has been placed a t |50 for each of the to rpedoes . 

No spec i f i c reward appears to have been af fe red by the commanding 

o f f i c e r a t the torpedo s t a t i o n for f inding and r e t u m i n g t h e l o s t t o r p e ­

does to the s t a t i o n , but the f a c t , a s s t a t ed on the pub l i c b i l l s , t h a t 

i t has been thoroughly unders tood in the v i c i n i t y of the nava l s t a t i o n 

for the p a s t f i f t e e n yea r s t h a t a s t a n d i n g revard i s offered for the 

recovery of any torpedo t h a t may have been l o s t , t he amount of the reward 

to be determined by the cond i t i ons undor which recover;; i s made to be 
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f ina l ly decided by the Inspoctor of Ordnance in ciiargo, and p a r a g r a h 

863, United Statos Navy Regulations, 1920, are re l iod upon as boing suf- ^ 

f ic ient authori ty for the payi'nont of the amounts of tho public b i l l s 

t ransmit ted. 

Paragraph 863 of the 1920 Navy Regulations, as amended by Changes in 

Navy Regulations No, 3, dated May 1, 1922, providos as follows: 

"(1) Commanding officers are authorised to. offer and pay a sum not 
exceeding ^ 0 for tho rocoYory of a lo s t torpedo, mine or paravane or 
v*>.on a torpodo or paravane has not been recovorod within a reasonable 
poriod and i t s roccvory appears doubtful. On tho approval of tlie senior 
officer present , tho amount may bo incroasod to |50 if attendant circum­
stances jus t i fy tho paymont of th is amount. 

"(2) Rewards m i l bo paid on requis i t ions for services and charge­
able to the curront appropriation 'Ordnanco and ordnanco scores , ' or 
'Construction and r e p a i r , ' as tho case raay bo," 

I t has boon hold by tho accounting officor-g- of tho Govoriment that 

unless a reward, e i ther express or implied, 1ms been offered beforehand 

for finding and reti^rning los t Government property, there v/as no legal 

obligation on the United States to malce payment for the recovery of such 

property, 5 Comp. Dec, 37; 11 id . 741. But since comi-nanding officers 

of naval s ta t ions are authorized by Navy regulations to offer and pay 

amounts not in excess of ^ 0 for the recovery of lost torpedoes, and 

since i t i s stated that i t i s the.general understanding in the v ic in i ty 

of the naval s ta t ion at Newport, R. I , , that paymQi-.ts wi l l be made for 

the recovery of torpedoes •when recovery has not been made by Navy person­

nel within a reasonable period and recovery appears doubtful, under the 

circumstances here shovm, the regulations may be considered as impliedly 

holding out a standing offer to rovjard find.ers of lost torpedoes in araounts. 
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not to exceed the amount stated in the regulat ions , to be determined by 

proper author i ty , for the recovery of such los t torpedoes. 

Accordingly, you are advised that payment on the public b i l l s which 

are retumed herewith, i f otherwise correc t , is authorized. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) J , R, McCARL 

C ompt ro 1 la r G ono ra l 
of the United States 


