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litey tii« D«pftrtm«at of tli« Air Forea A c ^ r a 
II lataraatt la LamASnUif for RacraaHoaal Pwrpoaesf 

I 
f Yaur IMviaioa U eorrai^y eoadMuetiag aA iaqairy iato tiia vi»m of 

approprlatad faait to proviia raeraaHowal faeilitiaa for mmvohT* 
oi tlM anaad aarvieaa. Mr, Donald Baaodiet* Pra^«et I>iractor, has 
raqaaatad tkat wa provida a lagai apiaiMi aa CIM prcyriaty af tha 
Air Forea laaaiag propartŷ  t̂ oimkj tme r^traattoaal porpOsaa. Spaei-
fleaUy, ka dtad Ika axaa^la «r a laaaa at aa aaaaal raat 9i $200 
witk tha Stata of Alaalm far laads aaad aolalir far knatlBg aad fishing 
bx mamitmm of tita idr Forea, 

Ik appoara frota mat aaalfsio '{m— Attairlimaat) &at tkara i« ae 
mlQciaat baaia fdr oa o^Joetimi ta tika laaaa OA legal gromda. How> 
aror* tkia eoaelaaioa does aat proelada maiMiaa H fka laaea ia year 
raport aad a roeoaunaadatloB baaad an poliey eonaidaratioae, 
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eea Mr. Baaadlet, FPCD 
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AJNAÎ YSIS 

QUJtiiaTlONt May the Dapartmaat of the Air Force aeqoirc Interests 
la Und solely for reereational purposes? 

The Seeretary of the Air Foree has the respoosibility and the 
authority to provida for the welfare of the niembers of his depart
nnent. 10 U.S.C. S012(b)(1970) states: 

"(b) The Secretary is responsible for and 
has the autitority necessary io condact all 
affairs of the Department of the Air Force 
indnding--

(1) functions necessary or apfkropriate for 
the training, operations, administratieB, 
logistical s«|»port and maintenance, welfare, 
preparedness, a ^ eifecttyeneas of the Air 
Force including research aad developraent." 
e e e (jblxnpahsis added). 

The annual Departncient of Defense (DOD) appropriattons act xsoakes 
funds available for this purpose. Section 842 of the DOD Appropri
ations Act« 1975 (88 ^tet. 1212, U31; October 6. 1974) provides: 

"Appr<^riations for the current fiscal year 
for operation and nnaintenance of the active 
forces shall be availalde for * ^ * welfare aad 
recreation; 

The Act (Seetion 806. 88 Stat. 1226} else provides that appropriations 
are available for the acquisition of intereets in landt 

"Appropriations available to the DeparUment 
of Defense for ^ e current fiscal year for 
znaintenance or construction shall be available 
for acquisition of land orite^riKt l^er^in as 
authorized by section 267Z or 2675 of tme 10, 
United Stataa Code.-'' 

The Secretary of the Air Force, then, is authorised to provide for 
the welfare of the members d his departnMUt and has funds available 
to provide for welfare and recreation and to acquire interests in land. 
10 U.S.C. 2672 (1970) authorises the Secretary to acquire interests in 
land uader two conditions; the etatute providest 
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"The Secretary of a military departaoeat may 
acquire aay iaterest ia laad that--

(1) he or his desigaea determines is needed 
la tiie interest of national defense; aad 
(2) does not cost noere thaa $25.000 
exclusive of administrative eoats and tihe 
amounts of any defieieacy Judgments." 

Since the lease in question is clearly withia the $25,000 limitation, 
the only further consideration is whether or not this interest in laad 
is aee«bwl in tke iaterest of natioaal dafease. In reviewing suck a 
detanainatioa this Office kas held previously GuX a department head 
is vested w i ^ a larip degree of discretion as to what particular expendi-
taros are necessary to carry ont the respoasibilities of his department. 
B-B6148, October 6* 1971, It has also been reeogaiaed that sponsorship 
of recreational and social acttvlties may bc considered to be activitieB 
witk a mUiUry purpose. B-154547-0. M. , Jidy 7» 1965. 

la addition, suck a Ieaae does not fall witkin the purview of 10 U. S. C. 
2662 (1970) widch requires certain real prc^erty transactioas to be 
reported to the Armed Services Committees, since the Ieaae involved 
here falls below the $50.000 threshhold for reportiag prior to acquisition 
and tke $5,000 noinimttm required for inclusion in tite quarterly report 
to ttie Ctmunittees by tiie Secretary pf the Air Force. 

Accordiagly, if tiie leasehold iaterest was acquired in a manner 
consistent with intemal DOD and Air Force procedures and regulatioas, 
there does not appear to be a legal basis on which an objection to the 
lease acdght be posed. 
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