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- The Homnoredle

The Secretary of the Treasury.
Sir:

Il am in rccoipt by }our reference pt-a-submias#on '
$y_the Actins'Surgeon-Genarﬁl..Puhlic Health Sarvioce,
wherein I am requested to decide .whether the Public
Health Service is authorized to pay for repairs to cov-
er damages inflicted by'ﬁho'Quarantine tug Argonsut upon
‘& dock belonging to the Stata'or'cglifornig. |

| There 1a attached to the 1ettei mentioned a dopy of

'yhatlis‘designated a8 & proposal to furnisﬁ-auppiieS-or
'eqivice other than public, the prpambiqlto whioh ie_datod.'
at San.Prancisoo,_cal..'June 10, 1921.. |

"{Signature) Board of State Harbor Commissioners.
per Hilds Gohman, '
' s.orotary.'_

Following ﬁhis_proamblo 1a'tha'follbwiﬁg statement
wnder the titls "Dockage™: |

"It.48 AGHEED to furnish sufficient wharf space to.
sfford safe and satisfactory doockage to the U. S. Quar-
antine Steamer Argonaut, during the figscal yeer endi

ng
June 30,- 1922, for the sum of One hundred ($100.00)
DPollare per month.

"'his wharf space i8 locsted at Barge Of:'ice wharf,



. o ;‘.atlénavm
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Section C, Seawall, ‘foot bf Jones streot San FT’,nciaoo
cﬁlifornla. and it i{s understood and &Sreed the it will

be available for use of the Argonsut both da¥. sna night,
8t any hour.

"It ds further agresd that the previsions of the
above proposal sre Bubject to revication by either party
on thirty days' notice.

"rqtal amount of bid $1200.00"
Assumirg that this pgopoaél bhae been socepted by
letter, and that the consequent agreement is all that
conatitutos the baaia of the undertakings by both par-
tiee, there is no apparent understsnding or provisious '
for the United 8tates to pay for any dsmages arisins .
from the use of wharf spaoce. o

In oxplanation of how the damago to the wbarf 00-

uurred it is stated as follows:

.. "A thorough investigation was conducted of the oir-
cumatsnoes leading up to the aceident, and it eppears
that it was due to a defeoct in the signal aystem on board
- qusrantine tug. When the vessel was approaching the
wharf the Pilot gave the signal to etop {two bells - one
to slow down, the other to stop). These signals were re-
ceived by the Engineer on duty at the throttle and were
obeyed. On near approach to the wharf the Pilot alleges
that he §avo a signal for full speed astern (two bells and
& jingle) but the Bngineer alleges that he received a sig-
nal of only one bell and s .jingle, which indicated full
speed ahead, instead of full epeed astern and actad ao-
cordingly, and as a consequence the tug with increased
momentum crashed into the wharf instesd of backing away .,

"It Jdeveloped upon examination that there was a
broken spring in the trigger of the signal systrm and
- this 3in a location where it wee not plainly evident.
‘The Pilot of the vessel has been in the service sixteen
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- gnd one half yeers and has a reoccrd »f beinC P e ta
iny und carefnl and his veracity hes never hean tha uub-
© Jeot of doudbt under eny oirocumstances. The Chief ?ngi-
aeer haF an aqually commendable record, and the officer
in charge of the guersntine statior after & bnorouah in-
vestigation was unadle to determins any 1nd1v1dua1 ters-
lioticn and osme to Lhe conolusion that the asoolient was
due to an improper transmission of tho signuls by reasop
of tha brokea spring in the trigger of the signal syetem.”

Ths Quarantine 0ffioer 15 no« rooommendtng that the
Dock Board be authorilod to. oarry out the 1epsirs at an
estimotod cost of apprazimstoly $265 this to be chargod
;againzt the Govornmpnt. Payuant 1s propoaod %o be mnde _
out of the. apprOpriution for the rubllc Health sorvioo,' |
Quarantino BService, 1922, Snndry ‘0ivil Act, March 4 1981..
41 Stat., 1377, whioh providea' "Por mnintonanoo and or-
'dinary oxpanloa oxolnsivo of pay of officers and employ-
~ ees, of uarantine stetions at « Sah7lr§nqincp; e
' California" | | | C |

_ 2aynont ot_ropg;ra'iﬁ_thq”natnrq pf'damngos oaq-ho»

e donapruod ;l-éoidns"ithin tpl provisions for mainte---
h;nbo-sinod mutntohahco-dooa'not.ooumrohénd'oxponditurba

_ fn: repairs to privato property unless oouprining a part'

of tho oonsidoration 1n e oontraot. loiths* are luoh dam— o
_ages an item of ordinary expsnaes. !hoy are in faot “-
traordinary and not. jnticipatoa.} Tha appropriation quotod
 ggggg. is therefore not available. For further infbrnﬁtion_

and anthoritiol'uec 1 coup Deo., 261; 1d., 288 and 2.
C:op. Des., 309.
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- Upon the facts as 8tated I have therefore to inform

you that'you are withont authority to authorize the pro-
had . _

' poaod.repairglto the dbck'in question.

Respectfully, .
troller Senaral.
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%lmer 4. Brookfield-requostod Januaiy 30, 1928,
review of sbttlémentlno; H-129689, dated Deoambpr_aop'
1921; by which was settled his claim fof'arreéra of
pay for tho_period September 1, 1918, to November 9;
1919, while serving 1n;the Army as an onlistéd man . |

. During & portion of the period claihnnt was pﬁid as a
pfivate; he contends he wasg entitled to the pay of a
cook, having attended the school for bakers and cooke
and upon completion of the couraé and'ioturn=to-h1i
org#nization 1n'S§ptonbor. 1918,lh0’laa geéigned tho.

" duties of & cook, although he was not paid the pay of
a cook until April, 1919. Accordingly, he elaimed _'
ppeoificglly the difference in the pay of & cook and

8 privhtp-%cptemher, 1918, to'March, 1919, inclusive,

in th§ exaninastion of his scocount it véu found that.
elaimant had been nn@orpaia'in nay.-1919.'$§.20_und for*_'
foreign gervice July 11 to October £0, 1919. $5.34. In
_sottlament these amounte were allowed and fho GPQOific_
claim for the difference botuqon pay of cook and private
was disallowed ae»it.appearod he had bveen paid the ﬁay

of & cook from dste of appointment &8s such. The Adjutant



. General 'ruoi.-tod thi\ the ro'o'a'r.h'of th’o mmm»;n
showed onxnmt ul tppointod cook Jn.mus' 26, 1919 al-

“though the Doombo!. 1918 roster choud. hin Y oook dnring I

Tt»lmt month., leroll tor robmry 1919 uhon olaimnt

"tppomtoa ook rron private Jmuuv 28, 1919. by conpanr . "
-ouor Bo. 3, Houquntota ' w. B. co. 251, ?hie lcroos -
o wuh the ruorh of, the !ax Dopartmnt und thn tate thom- :

' 1n named must bo u«ptca notnthntnhuns ths rostor tor

no«dnr. 1918 unlou the vnn' Dapa.rtaout on the’ buu of :

© furher offictal ovidqnoo, ‘w1 uruzy 8 urromxt uto

- o:r appointmont. _ , . .
| qntmt'a atahmnt that he uu aeliguod the duuu .
' ot [ ooot prior to Jumm 26 1919 nay bo oorrnt m a

-it. 1a the srn&o ‘held by a eoluor and not tno dntm por- B

" tomd ‘thnt -deteraines his buic pay‘ Thl nna‘b.r of
srulu 1n an orguu.ntion ere nnnw bofcra pcr of s -

highor srads 10 _payabls thoro mut de .uwm o': appoim-”
"unt to u ox:l.ottng ucmy.- !arlgraph 270. w noeu’h- .

ticno. 191?, mvmr'

. .‘ s O”n - ‘ - “. .uut.‘ “ n'l"‘.'. “

mor joining iba iy orgauizetions are appuinted by theiy

TeRpestive organizztion commanders. For inefficlenvy or
. -mifoondued thq,m sWbjyot to reduction by the same s~
‘thordity, and in ease of desertisn their amtntunta are

L nuto !roll tho um of their wasuthorised t‘bmo.

lor don the uu-tuetm uql.zzon of tho oanr-o



| of instruction at the uhpﬁ tor_bmz?t and - cooks entitle
tjp nuior L tho m of a cook until ajpointc_d to an i
| mthorind no-ncy. Yar Dapartm'ent Special 'Rogﬁlatio'na'

jyo. 17 of 1917. cuu.nnt ie entitled to the pey of o cook
Ion],y on and arter the uto of his appoiutmnt as nnoh.
anummt of the aoldlor'- aocount for the poriod Septen- -

der 1, 1918, %0 Hovember 9. 1919, (4ate of disoh&rgo) ia

. follows:

- CREDIXS
., September 1 to 13, 1918, ¢ 815.00
Rl “- 1¢ to 30, " " 1870
'Oc‘h. Bw. ‘nd hﬂ. b L. 99000 .
Jwuary 1 to £5, 1919, = £7.60
. u “ 81' " (3 " } 7.“
’.\.ll‘l‘ m.u‘ . '
and Jume 1919 _ * ££0.00
Jaly 1 to 10, 1919 " 1467
* 11 to 31 " " . 830.40
,‘“‘o m‘ SQP‘Q L » . 91.80
Ost. 1 to BO, * " - 30,40
. altol, " " 12467
: Hovo 1 ¢80 9, * " §38 . 1l.40
2ravel pay on diachll'go. o _ S 8.06
Bonus om honorsbh discharge . 60,00
' $644.32
pr 134§
Py paid aurront_ly' by paymasterg in the
Amy 8ept. 1, 1918, to Nov. 9, 1919, #76 63
Insurenoe, - 3 | 91,10 o
'lﬂml »ay, | - 805 |

Balance {ue olaiment : ' a.u



