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Returned. Section 3736, Revised Statutes, 41 U.5.C. ik, prohibite
the scquisition of land im the absence of s law autherising such purchase,
In applying thisy statute it has besn held that the autherity to purchase
land on sccount ef the Unmited States »eed mot be couferred by express
provision af statute but the purchase my be upned depending upar:
the facts and circumstances invahed See B~3h80,,, June 15, 191:3,
3-115156, July 16, 1953,

Authority for the Coast Guard to aoquire 'Lmd is prrm'&ded in its
emablizg lsgilslation I U,5.C. 92(f). This section was designed to
give the Coast Guard authority generally to scquire land or interests
in land within the limite of eppropriations made therefor. Thus, the

question o be deolded iz whether the appropriatien *20I0201 Operating
Expetses, Ocast Quard,” contained in the Treasury Departmsnt Appropris-
tion Act, 1961, 7L Stat. 285, is properly chargeable with the sum of
$15,000 deposited with the Clerk of the Distrdot Cewrt of the United
States faor the District of Cormecticut as Just compsusation for the
scquisition of 15 acres of land through cendemmation,



: The languasge of thit approg»rhtion does not contain any specific
authorization for the purchase of land: and we £ind nothing thereis o
in its legislative history te warrant a determinaiioa that the Congress
intended to make the sppripriation avallabls for that purposs. Hore~
over, the fact that in the dudget emtimates submitted to the Congress
for this sppropristier there was inoluded an item of $250,000 for *land -
and structures® nay not of itself be considered to maks the appropria-
tion available for the purchase of land, since the luwp-gua actually
appropristed was in & lswser amsunt than the appropristion estimate
making the iteaised estimate of $250,000 of litils valus in determiming
the intent of the Comgiwes with referexce to this ltea. Conssquently,
it is our vlew the$ this appropriatioa is not available for the scquiai.
tion of land and thas the payment of $15,000 cemsiitutes an impreper
charge theveundsr in contravention ef 41 U.S5.C. 1.

: On the other hand, the appropriatica "20X02L0 Acquiasition, Con-:
strustion, and Improvessnts, Coast Guard,* comtainsd in the cited 1961
Treasury Department Appropristion idct, is available "For nscessary ox-
penses of acquisitiom, cometructienm, rebuilding, and lmprovement of
aids to navigation, sture facilities, vesaels, and aircraft » » #.%
"hile this appropriation does not speeifically provide far the pur
chase of land, it does provide broedly for the sequisition of shore
gcgin;us videh, as you auggest, prapwly could inc:mdo the purchasa

Ia view tturwf and having regard for the rcpmd willingmaa on
the part of the Coust Juard to transfer the charge of $15,000 from the
Jparating Sxpenses appropristion to the appropriation for Acquisitionm,
Cosstruction, and Iwprovements, appropriate action should he taken to
request the Coast Guard to effect such adjustment prowptly. If the
adjustnent ls net accowplisbed hy the Cosst Guard, an exception should
be atated against the expenditure im the accounte of the anthorized
cextifying officer involved, We bdelleve the questiom of reparting
this matter to ths Congress should be reserved pending further develop~
ments, The quautim presentad are mrad secordingly,
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