COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UN]TED STATES

WASHINGTON

RES

MAR 31 1933

APR 31 223
| m.ﬂm&bh,
The Seoretary of igriculture.
ster
I have your letier of Maroh 2, 1933, requesting deciclon ss
follows:

"Ihe last elsuse in Seetion 5 of the &ct of uhrczh 2, 19E5
(43 2tat. 1132) awthorizes the acceptunce of dommblons of land for
any National Forest purposse In cummection with offered lands the
domer is sometines wwilling %o pay the expense of prosuring sn
abstrast or of hmwin; an exishing sbatrast completed to show the
transfer to the Umited States. The above mentloned Aet makes no
spepiflic provision for tLhe paywsnt of any expanses imcidental to
acceptancs of damilons. Your decision is, therefere, desired as
to whether there may be paid from the appropriation Seleries and
Expenses, Forest Service (8) the coet of completing sn abstrasct
to show the tramsfer of title from the domor 4o the Covermssrt or
(b) the sost of ming an abstrsot whers sone is presented by
the donor."

Seotien 5 of the aect of Mareh 3, 1925., L3 ‘st 1133, provides:

A&

*That * » » She Secrctary of Agriculture is hersby awthorized
+ + ¢ %o acoept domations of land for any satiomsl forest purpose.”

The cost of abstracts of title necessary fer the detormipation
of the walidity of titls to lands to be asgquirsd b the United States
by puwrehase as dlstinguished froa# sdquisition by condemmation pyro=
coedings is as & gomral rule paysble mder the sppropristion for the
purchase of the land. see 8 Comp., Gens 308, and the deolsions theree

in eited.
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Aooordingly, where there is a nmpesific appropriation available

for the purchace of laxd far the purposes for which the partisular

traot of land is domated, that appropriation would he exclusively &

available for the coat of axy abatraste of -‘dtiﬂ thet mey be maees-
sary. See decisiom to you ¥ovember 1, 1930, A—356€ﬂ;, and Mé@h

of April 23, 929, to the Seeretary of the Interior. mmm-. vhere

land i domated for a Poread purposs o which mo Wﬁtim has
besn made for 43 purohass of the land, there baing o appropriation

axoluslively svallable, the cost or‘gmar absirasts of title may be

charged to the eppropriation for Sales and Dxpenses, Porest Servise.
Respectfully,

{8igned) J.R.¥eCarl

Cenptroller Goneral
of the Tnited States.
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