COMPTROLLER GEMNERAL OF THE UNITED STATES o _
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The Hororudle,
The Ssoretary of the Inmberior,

Sir:
There las besp received your submiselom of ipril &3, 1631, sup-~

J

}

' plemented by additiconal informaticn forwerded in lettsr of July 9,
] 1931, requesting decision whethor wnder ithe sct of May Ui, 1930, U6
|

ftate 315, making appropriation for the coostruotion of rosds end

] treils in natignel paris, and under sontrwot I-lp-22f;, dated arch
28, 1917, yow are wathorized te psy the exponses of removing o poger
J plazt line of the Glacier Park Zetel Company whiak Interferes with
| the road progrem in tre Glasier Xatiomsl rark.

] The asot of sy 1, 1930, uede nppropriations for the canstruetion,
J reconstruotion and impravement of rosds ard trails, including ihe roads
] fraz Olacler Fark Station through the Blaekfeet Indian “eservatlen to

] varions peiote on the boundery line of the Glacler ¥ational PFark and

) the internaticzal doundery, ihe contract of :mrch 18, 1917, beixeen

i the United Stagee, representec by the then Seeretary of the Interior

’ and the Glasier Perk Hotel Cempsny pravided for the letiing to said
sompany of esrtaisn coneessions in the lacier ﬁntir.rx:-al Fark, with a

stipulatfon ix irtisle 1, mb-parsgrevh [b) that:
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"+ 2 ¢ the right 15 hereby resorvei to the Sacretary of the
Iaterior te entar wpon end censtruet, nednteln and eperste roads,
trails, puthe and bridges over sny and sll of the pleces sed par-
ools of lamd horein desoribed, but not so ca teo destroy or inter-
fare with the structurea, btulldings, and appurtenanoes theretafore
sanstructed Wy the party of the second part theroon;”

The oomtrast in ssid article, sub~paragraph (d), auvthorized the
coupany to lay water supply, drain, aud sewer pipes "nzd to ereet
end lay rires for the tranmmiasion of &lestrle current to szd from
4its hotwls, incs, chalets and cexps and bulldlags and strustures
gperated in sommection therewith,” and it now sevms froz your sub-
mission that same of the wiree for the trarsmission of electrical
snergy to the structures waintalnes by the campanmy im the Glacler
fational Fark es & part of the corceesion, interfere nith the road
progranm and that « part, at lexst, of the nowsr line rov on Governe
ment land should be removed and relocated on Govermment lsnd,

The Purk Lngincer states in letter deted Jume 23, 1931, that the
cost of the relocation of the line es rroposed by the hotel campeny
was estimated to agpregate $1,3t5, while the laadscape divisiem of
the Prrk Sorvies md reccmmended that & part of the line be plesed
under ground st an estimated oost of 32,200. fThe Park snginesr siated,
aimt, in letter of July 3, 1931, that the road constraction fa Guestion
did not interfere ghyeiocally with the power liae, tut that the line
was very unsightly and the landecape divisian hed requested that 1t
be placed under greund. It is further stated that the telephons line
was shown on the drawlrsy forwarded by the Park Engineer follgwed very

olovely the mow losation of the highwey snd had to be rewmoved in ore
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der to baild the read. There i thus a conflict in the statement
eontainod in the letter of April 28, 19351, that it was necegsary
to remove tho power line in opdor to canstruct the read, and the
stateneni contadined in the letter ef July 3, 1931, frem the Perk
Enginssr thet the road comstruction did mot interfere physisally .
with the power lime, ilso, -thu Fark Foginser has breught up the
@estion of the slsghane lire which was not covered in the sulwads-
sion.

Appropriations mey not be used excapt for purposes for whieh
apfropriated, Section 3678, Hevised Statutos, The usual rule is
that wvhere rights of way are granted to uss —ublle streets or ather
peblia property the United States is not to be charged with the ex-
prese of removal of the strastures in event the loastion of sush
strustures should interfere sabsequontly with the mblic use.

inswering your juestion apeoifically, you are advised that if
the question of removal of the pover lnes and plecing then under
ground muy not be settled by requiring the hotel campany to rewmeve
then when they interfere with the mublie use, public funds for the ocn-
struction of roeda and trails may not be used fer that -urpese uniess
and uptil specific suthorlzation therefor is cantained in the sppro-
priation or ethexwiss in the law, If there ¢ any seperate claim

{in conneotion with tho ramyral of teleophoas 1inss which intarferod

with the part of the construstion of the rosds and trails, it may be
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subniitted te this ofTioe for dirvct settlemsnt, aceompsnied with

full sdodvistrative report of the faots asd recosmendations in the

matbory,

Coamptreller Jeaeral
of the UGnited Stabon.
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