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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON |

The Houorable | -
m Gecrotary of the Trossury, |
gLy | |
4 mve your letter of April 20, 1927, as follovas

“four decialon is respectfully requssted ss to the legality
of the expenditure of funds out of ths sppropriation *Hield In.
vestigations of Publie Health, 1927* for construction of & cabinet
to Yo used in the experimental atady of light In relation to the
discases of ram ant gopdltions influencing thsir propagstion and
spread. Specifically, thess include certsin nmatritions} disessos
and diseages and damata of uw gye advorssly sffectod by inenf-
ficient 118ht0

"It 15 desired to aemtmcc & cadinet 30 feet aquare %0
study tnese conditions, It will consist of four ¢lngs sides

with movsble and sdjustable ocpaque side and over panels by

which the aiount and direotlion of the 1ight ontering the
sabinet aan be controlled., The cabinet will be coverad for
the protestion of the instruments and to oxclude the ontrance
of 1ipht {rom sbove. The base of the cabinet will be supported
on pilos o emall condrete pillars to keep it level, “he com-
struotion I8 of tewporary nature, as the axperiment is foir the
poriod of one year, covaoring the four seasoms, and the cabinet
is practically valueless foy otmt purposus.“

%0 aot of dareh 2y 1926, 44 Stat. 136, making appropris-
tiong for the Troeasury Depsstment for thé f2iscal year eniing
June 30, 1‘927, and for othey pui'pasea. under the title "Public¢
Hoalth Servide” provides: |

~ rPleld Investigationsy For investigetions of digeases of
g and conditions infliuencing the propagation and spread thsroof,
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tncluding sanitation and sewsge, end the pollution of navigsble
stroams and loakes of the United States, inclnding porsonal servs
ice, 2328__0.600#“ ' '

It 13 & wedl settled rule of statutory constysotion that

- where an appropristion is made for e particular objuct, by ime

puaétion 4t confers suthority to incur éxponses wikch sre

NOLOBILLY Pfﬁj}arlg o insident to the p:oper gxgcution of the
" objoct, unless thero is onother appropristion waleh makee more

_specifia proviston for sudd expenditures, or unless thay are

prohibited ﬁy law, or unloess it is memifestly avident fi_-am
varions precedent appropriatiom scte that Congress has specificale
1y lagislated foa? cortain expahses 6f the tovermment creating the
implication that such expedi turés should not be inourred except
by its oxpress cmthor_ity, Decigion of ugust 12, 1911, and cases
mrm, 'euea.}' Ses alsy 26 Comps Des, 829,

It is understood that the cabinet proposed to be soréctad
ty desighed solely as a covered onclosure of anfficient size to
pormit the dssfrod tests and Lo muke poesible st #11 times the
é‘mntrbi of the extent and direction of the light rays ontering
the cebinat, It is further understood that the cablinet 1a to
bé placed on Gbmmmen%—oﬁnea ground under the jurisdiction of
another dapa#tment. in viow of the paauiiar adaptability of .

tke particular site, wnder conditions that will nocessitate
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ite removal ot the termination of the tests snd experimente covor-
ing tas fowr éeaﬁom;s of dmo full yoar.

Prom ths facts disclosed snd the wapraaémtmﬁ.qm made 1%
would sppesy -éha% the propused structire is uot s ;mislt‘e' teilde
ing oy pmsmi iproverent within the inhivition of saation 3733,
Roviged Statutes, Bt Lo rathsp a sofentiflc ayporatus oi d;;i,:q;;é
You are advised, t}wréf‘am, that $f you sha.-n. find ard cortify
that the structure is nocessary in connection with the work fop
wiich the appropriation for “Pleld Invastlgations of DPablie |
Hoalth, 1927 is made snld appropriation 1s avallable for its
construction.

| Respestfully,
(Siomed) T R fediawl

Coumptrodler Genorsl
of the Tnited States,
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