COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON
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The Honorebls o
’ SEP 24~ %
The Hesretary of State.

Ny dear Mx. secretary:
I have your letter of Ssptember 15, 1941, as follows:

"The Department of State Appropristion det, 1542, approved
June 26, 1541, epprepriated, ssomg otber items, e smount of
$600,300 for salaries and expenses to carry out the purposes of
the Act entitlad 'An Aot to suthorige the President to render sloser
and more effective the relaticnship betwsen the Amsrigan republics',
lppro‘"d Amt 9. 193,

*The applicable appropriation language awthorises the Secretary
of State, sublest to the approval of thm Presidant, to \ransier
various suss for direst expsnditure by ether Departsents and amo.g
thase there is provision to transfer not axoeeding 715,000 to the
Departssnt of Cormerce for the use of the weather Pureau to further
its program for training students fram the other Ameriean republiea
in weather forescusting teshnique.

"Prior to the transfer of funds to Lhe heather Burssu, that
organisation sulmitted a plan of expenditures for the approval of
the Secretary of Stats uhich includsd a proposed allotment of 600
for 'Honorariumas for speoial lectures'. ¥ith reference io this
item, the Geather Bureau has been inforwed that no obligations
or expenditures should be incurred, notwiihatandinsg an evidenoed
need in the conduot of its program, pending the receipt of a ruling
from the Gensral Accounting Office as to ths svailability of appro—~
pristed funds for this purpoee.

*In &8 much a&s the Appropriation Aot in reference suthorises,
among other thinrgs, the payment of oompensation to professional
leaders, it is hoped that your office may find the appropriation
langusge suificlently broad to permit of the paymsnt of honorsriums
to spescial lecturers from the funds whioch have been made avallable
for cooperation with the cther American republies.

*1 shall greatly sppreciate your early declsion with regard
to this matter in order that appropriate diresotives may be oom-
aunicated to the Weather Bureaw.”
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Seation 1 of the said act of August 9, 1939, 53 Stat. 1290,
provides}

*That in order to render clossr and more effective the relation~
ship between the Amsrioan republics the President of the United
States 1is hereby authorized, subject to sush spprepriaticns as are
nade awailable for the purpose, to utilise the services of the de~-
partmemts, agenolies, and independent establishwants of the Govern-
ssnt ixn garrying out the reeiprocsl undertskings and cooperative
purposes enunciated in the treaties, resolutions, declarations,
and recosmendations signed by all of the twenty-ons American
Tepublios at the Inter~Aneriocan Conference for the Maintenance of
Pease held at Dusnos Aires, Argentina, in 1936, and at the Eighth
Internmtional Conference of imsrican Statea held in lims, Peru, in
1938.»

The appropriation for ccoperation with the American republics
as contained in the Department of State Appropriation Aot, IS42,
55 Stlﬁ. 265. 2%' is as follows:

"Salaries and sxpenses: For all expenset necessary to enable
the Seoretary of State to carry out the purposes of the Act entitled
'An Ast to authorize the Fresident to render closer and more effective
the relationship between the Amsrican iwpublics', approved August 9,
1939, and to supplement appropriations available for earrying cut
other provisions of law authorising related astivities, including
persomal services in the Distiriet of Columbiaj not to exceed §70,000
for printing and binding; stenographic reporiing, translating and
other services by contract, without regerd to ssotion 3709 of the
Revised Statutes (41 U. S. C. 5); expenses of attendance at meetings
or comventions of societies and associations comosrmed with the
furtherancs of the purposes hareofj tultion, compensation, and
monthly allowsness whils not in travel status, all to be fixed by
ths Sedcretary of State, and traveling expenses in the United States
and abroad in accordance with the Standardised Governnent Travel
Regulations and the Ast of June 3, 1926, as amended, of educational,
profesaional, and artistie leaders, and professors, studants, and
internes, who are oitisens of the United States or the other Auerican
republics; traveling sxpenses of members of adwvisory caznittees in
accordance with seetion 2 of said Aot of August 9, 1939 (22 U. . C,
249a)3 hire, maintenance, and opsration of motor-propelled passenger—
carrylng vehiclesj recording and sound-tracking of motion pictures;
and purchase of books and periodicals, $600,300; and the Secretary
of State is hereby authorized, subjest to the approval of the Presi-
dent, to transfer to cther depariments, agencies, and independent
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establishasnts of the Qowerament for expenditure in the iUnited 3States
and in the other American republics act exceeding the following

amounts, respectiveln Department of igriculture, 350,000; Depert-
‘ nent of Commerce, for the Civil mt.icamam, $20,000, for the
“ aministrator of Civil seronautics, ,,-15,000, for the Coast and
; Goodotic Jurvey, $32,000, sud for t.hn eather Juresu, 15,0003
Federal Security Ageacy for the Public Heslih Service, including
not Lo axosed two additiongl regular active camaissiaied officers,
£40,000, and the offios of Tdueetion, $12.500; Department of the
Interior, for the Fish and TU1dlife Service, (15,00, for the -
Geological Survey, {50,000, and for the Trevel Buresu, ;25,0003
Tepurtrent of labor, fur the Children's Bureau, £15,000; Librery
of Congress, I35,0003 Suithsorien Institctian, 956,500.
The word "homorerium® is defized in iebsterts liow Internatioc:al
DMetionary as followss

rin bonorary payoent or reward, usually in reoco;rdtion of
gratultous or professiongl scxrvices on which custom or propriety
forbics any fizxod busiress rxdice to be set, or fer shich no pay-
mnt can be entoroced &t law, us in case of counmel in Creat Rriigin
and in sane of the United Stai:zs, or 1. case of same shysicians i
EI&M."

If adnicistrstively doierrd .ed that the grantis;; of "honorariuns
for special lectures® is necessary for the accorplislment of the ur-
roses of the l-volved logislatio:, it would appear that such honorariums
properl;, nay te regarded as conpensation withi: the meaning of the
above~quoted sppropriation act, and this oifice will uot be requirsd
10 object tv the otherwise progcr use of funcs allotted tnder the above-
quoted apmropristice for tae puypent of such honorariums, subject, aof
cource, to the limitaticus prescrived in the appropriction, and pro-
vided also that no honerarimoe are to be pald to Soverrcent officers |
or enployosst,

Hespectfully,

noigy L, %ar-eg

Saplrellisr Jereral
of the Unlied states.




