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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

-
WASHINGTON 1 {! 5

413559 iR 5T

Hajor U, 3. Grant, 3xd,

Rrecutive and Disbaraing Officer,

Arlington Isorial Bridge Coserission,

8im

iwﬁ is scinowledgoed ot your letter of Marck 15, 1926,
requasting & desision whether your Commission may logslly hold
ltbnetumuhmmtha lines of the prograa submitted
with your requast with a view to securing the dest and most
saitadle dosign for the bescule for the draw gpan of the Ax-
ngton Mamorial Bridgs. The proposed proceldnre contemplates
invitations to eilx firms of movable Lridge speclalistes to
smit deslgns acsonding to the requirmments outlined in the
invitation, ecach desigm agcapted by ths coniraeting officer
to be purdhased for %2,000, the designs and all aoocmpany-
ing date and papers to bacomg the property of the Unitad
States, and tha nmme of the persen or firm mabmittinc what
is doterwined to be the Last sxd wost suitable desipgn will
be properly amounsed, bat s4id designer will receive mo ad-
@itional compensation, awmrd, or benefit othar than the pos-
sidle expedtation of being smployed thezeafter In the capaaity
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woens of sssuring asourate informetion, other than by Tha oou~
petition proyosed, wuld be for this Cemmission to send its
sngingers to sxamine prastieslly all of the more important
tascule bridgess now in operation. These bridges are widaly
scattared throughout ths country, and are somotimes difficuly

of scoess, This procedura would, tharefore, not only fail to
sngure the bost mlution to our prodlem, bPut wuld be prastical~-
ly as eatly as & oompetition and would require more time thau
oA proparly bs nllowed to elapse baforo waking & dasisiom,
sinoe after that, it would s3ill be nsoessary to make theoorest-
fonl adaptations and redugtions of these bridges to the case of
the Arlington Msmoyial Bridgs. Sudh adeptations end yoduetions
will neoéssarily be made by men who mre not eutirely familisr
with the detslls of the varicus bridges and who conld not there-
fore bo expected io main them with the assms degree of perfactiom
as wuld be dons by the deslgrors of esck fypo themsalves., It
is slso to be Tesesbored that since the time these existing
Yridges ware Wailt, meny improvasentsd in bascule design hawe
beon made, and the affeet of these lmprovenemts as applisd to

8 cortain beridge would be uo more than a matier of eonjecturs.

"is the most reliadle means for collecting date upon which
dependable comparisons may be mada, & competition presants it~
s2lf as belng singalarly fitted. It will inswre that the de-
sigos sulmitted embody all modern imgrovements and {hat thaey
will be devaloped snd prasented by wen s ars Jrefessionally
and finanoislly iaterested in thelr excsllence and succass,
Alse, oash type will ba especlally prepared for and adapiaed to
the Arlington liemorisi Bridege, sud theveby redused to 2 cammon
basis, not otharwise svaillsbls, for deilbarete, pexallsl, and
pomparative study. Axd 4t g, in fhe final somlysls, not so
mich the selsotion of a type in which ikis Commission ig in-
tarested, 4s ebtaining tho hest adaptstion to our pertiowiar
casd, " :

A prise compatition was beld unsutborissd in declisiom of
pobruayy 38, 192, 5 Cmp. Sen. 640. Uowever, tha presenmt
proposition ss sebmitted does not suggest & competition in the
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ordinary songe, for the reason that e2a ane of the com-
potitors mibmitting & satisfectory desion will be psid for
suah design a purchasy price sstimsted to bo suffiolant omly
%o cover the ressonsbie wmst o7 produsing the dasipn, The
transagtion, tharefore, would appear ta lnvolve & direot pur-
ahass of the satisfactory dasigns with » right in the United
States to apply them where axd as it may sse rit In the final
Geteraination and construstion af a basculs for tha draw spen
of the bridge. Uonsidering the quention from this standpoint,
And haring repayd to the terms of the sppropristion invelved,
the fast that this partioular bridge is iaxtanded, mot maraly
for utility purpeses, but ez & memorial in vhish the artistic
featuros are a major, if not the primayy, consideration, and
the statement in your suimission toat "Mhe ocompetition som-
terplated 1s not wwsual in ardinary sogingering practlice =nd
appears to be the only way in which the dovgrmeent oan obtain
ammmormmnma for & complioated exml ua-
weual strusture,” this office would appear Justified in making
no objection to mmmmtofmuﬁwmmnm
snd for the uses stuted,

Begpeatiully,

g L, Ao

Oompiroller Gemeral
0f ths "mited dtaten,



