COMFTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D-C. 2058 ' .- .

FEB 6 1978 s=115398,33
Tﬁe Honorable Rofert #5. Michel .
fouse of Hepresentatives
Dear “r. Micheal:
vhis renlies o vour lett of Janvary 19, 187%, in whian

you recuested our orinion ﬂ0°;h9I toe Separtaent of Labor (LOL)
violated the ITmnoundment Control Act oi 1874 when it z2llowed
$500,000 in budget aunthority tnat was approgriated to toe Sure
sau of Lador Statistics (BLS) in the bteonomic Stimulus Bogreonri-
ations., 1977, Pub. L. do. 95=24, May 13, 1877, to lagse without
notifying the Tongress of its irteations concerning the uze aof
the funds or proposing » resciggion thersof.

The subject funde were provided to 2nahle 8LE to Lesin
development of a job vacancy surveyv. Thne funds were intende]
to rrovide 30 positions to rnarmit BLS to launch a ailot nro-

gran~—

‘deslaned to test the concents and
ology neceasary for the collection a
required to devalos monthly estinates of
national job vacancies ant job vacancies
according ¢ occupation and racion. Bss
‘H.R. Rem. 95=64, 35th Cong., lct Sese. 19
{1977); znd Z. wxep. 55=58, 53%th Cona..
1st Sees, 17-18 (1%77).

Although tae $5068,000 for the job vacancy feasitility
study was appropriated in #ay 1977, BLE told us that the OFf
of Yanagement and Budset (0HP) 214 -mot any rov= its resquest to
allocate to the Buresu additional wositions faor the srogras,
Thig is a factual =stter in riispute, ONB tcl" us that LOL i
not yecuest =z personnel ceiling Increase ralated to utillzza:
the ;$500,000 for the job vacancy feasibility ztudy. Ir this
regArs. we are not sure tnat the dispute can be resglved since
there may not e docwwentation available suvperting aither BLS
or’ ¢d Accordingly, 2nd in view of the limitsé tine zveilanlis
td resvond to your reguest. we 4i3 oot esttemut te resglve the
gqlputﬂ. Horeover, nc purposgs yould he ferved in terazz cf ths
Amppundnent Control Act by mersuing tais satter siace the funds

1hamh alresdy lacsed.
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Despite what it claiws to have peen an unsuccessful
attemot to get additional vositions, BLS., nevertheless,
getailed three esmployees to work on tne project. Lowever,
the salaries and 2oxvenses of these individuals were not
vnderwritten by the May 1977 asprrovriation of $500,000.

BLS told us that it also wanted to contract out the
job wacancy teasibilitv study to the Conference Board, 2
private orcanization tnat had done some work ir the aresz.
pecause positions were not available in GLS to carry out the
program beyond the three Jdetailed., In this connection, BLS
contenplated a sole source award to the Conference Doara and
the Board was asked to draft for ELS a contract to review the
gquality, composition, and comnrehensivenezs of data the Soard
had already develoned renarding job vacancies andé to study tis
feasibility of adding occupational information to the index.
Despite its recuest. BLS never received a contract pronoeal
to 30 the work from the Conference 3sard.

The funés were not ouwligated as of the 125t date of their
availability. Sevtember 3G. 1977, and they revertad to the
Treasury under 31 U.5.C. 761{a)(2). 8BLS szii that it 4i4 not
notity the Congress of the larse nf the $500.060 and dig not
propose a rescission of the funds because it was expecting
the Conference Pecard to submit & contract nronwosal veforz the
end of fiscal year 1%77.

In view of the inforwration currently svailable to us w2
cannot conclude that BLS wes oot interested in utilizino the
bedget authority or that the Sureau considered the funds
excess to their needs in connection with implementint a jo:-
vacancy feasibility study. Taus, we do not concluade tnat EZLS'
actions constituted an unrenorted impovndment of the buaget
authority. Based upcen the information and -documentation we
have opbtained in this matter we believe ELZ was interested
in irplementing the job vacancy study and in utilizina ths
$500,000 provided therefor.

Separate and apart from the Impoundment {ontrol Act
isaue raiced by your letter. we Jdo nelieve that BLI could
hzve avoided some of the avmarent misunderstanding regariding
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its handling of the funds and efforts to implement the prc-
gram had it kept the appropriate Committees and Members of
the Congress abreast of the status of its efforts.

We hope the foregoing will be of assistance to you.

Sincerely yours,

SIGNED) ELMER B. STAATS

Comptroller General
of the United@ States



