e s»:ccv,»;-tiy

COMPTROLLEI¢ GENUCiIZAL OF THL UNITLD STATLS
WASIHINGTON, D.C, 20548

B-179514 JAN 2 ¢ W74

Dy 0276

The Honorable Patricia Schroader

oot s entacives R

Dear Mrs. Schroceder:

Pursuant to your letters of August 14 and 30, 1973, we have
examined into questions raised by two of your constitucnts concerning

travel to aAlaska by personnel of the Natioual Field Iunvestigations D.0'4'3{
J , ™ Center (NFIC), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Denver, Colorado. 5.4

—
During August 1973, EPA's Inspcction Branch was investigating
this matter in response to a request rrom a United States Senator,
To avoid duplication of ciffort, we awaited completion of the Inspection
Bianch report before making our review. We interviewed your two
constituents, NFLIC directorate personnel, and other staff members and
reviewed the Inspection Biranch report and NFIC records related to
travel and planning of assignments,
Both of your constituents raised questions about travel to
+  Alaska by the Assistant Director for Planning and Managencnt and
about the number of trips taken by other top management personnel.
.One clained that the Assistant Dircctor vouted his trip through
Hawali at Government expense, and the other said that work required
of NIFIC personnel at Yuma, Arizona, and Scotitsbluiif, Nebraska,
deserved higher priority than that in Alaska,

Neither constituent is prescently cmployed by EPA, One was a
temperary cuployee hired for 1 year and the other obtained a higher
paying job clsewhere. They both wdvised us that they were assigned
to the Chemistry Branch of NI'IC, they Jdid not travel to Alaska, and
thelr comncnis to you were based oa hearsays

The inspection Dranch's investipation disclosed no irvecularicies

or inowdinate cxpenses, and our review confiivued Lhese findings. The
Lravel by top NLC personncl to Alaska and the work in Arvizona and

Nebraska is discussced below. - ~ .
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EPA's rupion X Sucveillance and Analysis Division at Scatule,
whose avea o responsibility includes Alaska, requested SPLC
assistance in coaducting a seaiood processors survey jia Alabaa.

The survey was conducted in accordance with detailed plans, jacludine
Lthe locations to be visited, worked out between NMIC and repiou X,

The Alaska travel by NYIC personuel, vhieh cost approxiuately $29, 000,
cnvolved Lo wen who wade a totul of 22 trips drom Maven thwoush Augusu
1973. The top five NIFIC personnel made a total of cight trips,.

In ¥arch 1973, the Divector, NIC, and the Assistant Divecoor
for Tecimical Programs visited region X's L[icld oflice in Anchworaje,
Alaska, to sct forth definite objectives for the survey and to discuss
approachies to the projected Licld investigations. L[n July 1973, che
Assistant Director for Technical Proprams visited Anchorage, lower,
and Keunai, Alaska. During August 1973, the Divector vissied Retehiio o,
Petersburg, and Juncau, Alaska. The birector said that these Lrips weore
wade for managerial overview and to obtain kuowledye conceraing scaiood
canning and waste disposal processes in order to discuss and, if necessary,
defend EPA's data.

The Chief of the Biology Dranch, NFIC, also mode two trips to
Alaska. Substituting for a biologist who contracted mononucleosis,
the Chief wade his firvst trip in June 1973 to obtain sauples buduic
the processing scason began, l1His sceond trip was in July to relicve
a biologist who had becn in travel status in Alaska since June., Hic
travel included Anchorag Chignik, VFalse Pass, King Cove, Sand Point,

Cs
Cold Bay, and Squaw llarbor frow July 15 through August 1.

On his sccond trip, the Chicf went via llawaii. le Look annual
leave for the period preceding nis scheduled crrival in Alaska and
bad it stipulated in his travel autborization. lic purchascd a senavatoe
round~trip fare Lor his wife Lo accompany him to lionolulu and paid tae
increase in his fare Lo be able to delav one week in Hawail envoula.
ifis travel voucher reflucted constructive travel costs based on deparerag
bDeaver on July 15, the date he could have departed to arvrive at Anchorage
on thit date. The Govesmient incurved no aduitional expense Lor Lais
travel,

Tae Chicf ol the Ficld Operatioas bBranch, NIC, made a supervi.ocy
violl to Alasca in July 19730 His teavel faciuced slops o Anchioia o,
Kiung Salwon, Clugaic, Cold bLay, Faloe 2ass, Kuiag Cove, Sand Yoinl, wa.
Squaw davbor,

Tho NPLC Divector Lold tae Aussisiant Director for Planaing aad
Mang eiend, MO, Lo ansist oIn the Alaaka field survey so weat he
could cvaluate the Picld Operations branen cebivitioes Jrow a pland o
Scandpointe e Joinca o regston W oreneeentoove amd oan NG cnsineey

in Juncau on Aujust 4 and participated with them on wn=plant surves .
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at cichl canneries: Lwo at lloonah, one at Chatham, three at PMelera-
oury, oie at Anncite Island, acd one at Hetenikan, e airso visioeo
willt wandgewent personnel of Lhree canneries at Ketchikan and one ab
Potevsburg and visited the tesporary MLC laburatory at hwicad veius e
returning to Denver on Aupusc 17, His trip was not roubed thirow:h
Havaii as claimed by one of wour constituents. On Aususce 235, he
submitted a veport of his activities Lo the Direetor waich included
three recoumendalions Jor improving ficld surveys,

One of your constitutents succested that work requirved ofl NFLC
persoanel at Yuwa, Avizona, aud Scottsblufy, Nebraska, deserved
hipgher priority than the work in Alaska, Internal opervatian repovts
prepaved by NFLC during the period of the Alaska survey showed Lhat
work connected with pusticide investipgations was being done in Lt
Lower Colorado River Dusin arca--near Yama--and that Licld investi-
gations of sugar beet processing were plauned [or the North PMlatte
River arca--ncar Scottsblublle. The Chicl or the Clhemistry Brench said
that the Alaska survey was scheduled to coincide with the scarood-
processing season, the survey ol the Lower Colorado River was scue-
duled in the sumwer (July to Scpieuber) to coincide with Lhe applicacion
of pesticides, and the survey of sugar beet wastes was scicauled Lo
coincide with the sugar-beet-processiug scason in Deccwber 1973,

We do not plan to distribute this report further unless you
agrec or publicly announce its contents,

)

Sipecrely vyours, ¢

/ /’I) /
" Do
puty j Comptr01¢ur General
of the United States
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