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f- Dear Senator Proxmire: . ‘ -

hY

Your letter dated October 4, 1971, requested that we look into the

B "7
¢ L) Department of the Treasury's enforcement of 19 U.C0.C. 1303, which re-~ '
1 — quires the ipposition of a countervailing duty on any dutiable product

i imported into. the United States.for which the producing ‘Hatien Has pro- -

vided & production or eXpGif grent or boudty. -

As ve advised your office on February 3, 1972; April 26, 1972; and
June 1k, 1972, ve have npade nu—erous atterpts to obtain the access to
the Department of the Treasury records thu. we believe necessery to
respond to your reauest., Initially, we held discussiens with Jureau of
] Custons and Department officials ead were denied eccess to anything more
; " then publishel inforrmation availsble o the general publie, Specifically,
we vere denied aoccess to any files dealine with complaints on investiga-
tions vhich did not result in the imposition of & countervailing duty or
any files on cases still under consideration.

S

On Aprid 7, 1972 (copy enclosed), we wrote to the Secretary edvising
hin of your request, the refusel of Department officials to make the
necessary files aveileble to us, and citing several lews which clearly
entitled us to tae records requested. By letter dated May 12, 1972
{copy enclosed), Assistant Secretary Rossides refused to grant us eccess
to the necessery records and acvised us that the Deprartrment resards
participation by GAQ in areas of Treasury's substantive statutory ) :
responsibillities under the Tariff Act of 1930 es ingppropriate. ’

In subsequent discussicns with the Depertrent's General Counsel,'
we vere advised trat if we sent a more detailed descriptica of the 7,
informetion needed our request for access would be reconsidered, Ca
August T, 21972, ve wrote to the Departzment's General Counsel deseribing
s best we counld, without knowing wvhat records the Department nainteined,
the type of Information we wanted, ihile there have been several dls-
cussions with the General Counsel since that tine, the mattar of eccess .
Lo records has not been resclved and ve do not know whether it will
wltirately be rerolved to our satisfection. }

JarsoT [O6/97 | DESTDOCUMENT WNUBE -

.
0o {1,'*';':‘9 fu"-!-,fP T:‘j’
NER SR STVIER SRl TICY I VI R T






