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MAR 24 170

Mr. Donald R. Muldoon, Pirector
rimancial Review and Acoounting Division
t of Rousing and Urban Development
ASO Qolden Gate Avenue, P.0. Box 36003
gan Francisco, Celiforuia 34102

Dear Mr. Muldoon:

Your letter of Jummery 12, 1370, refere F, requests a deci-
sion or the spplicability of sestion 3:95c(2)c’of the Standardized
Govermsent Trevel Begulations (SGTR) to s recleim voucher subaitted
by Nr. Janes B. Thomas.

Mr. Thomas began travel from San Frencigeo to Fresno, Californis,
oa Vednesday, October 1 et B:l5 s.u. He traveled by privately owned
sutemobile fer his own comvendence. He completed his duty at kS p.m.
and retwrned to San Francisco the following day vith departure from
Freswo at 8:10 s,n, and arrivel st his residence in San Francisco at
12110 p.m. According to the reclaim voucher M. Thowss wes on duty
ab the son Franmelscy office from ) p.m. until hsh5 p.m. on Octoder 2.
Be clatmed §20 subsistence for 5 quarter days at $& per gquarter day.

Hr. Thomes states that return to his headquarters duty station
ws wot reguired until Gctober 2, bages his claim on Federal
Mrsonnel Kenual latter No. 550-52 which vas issued by the Civil
Servics Comaission ; Yebtruary 5, 1969, to provide information on
seation 550.112(8)"sf the Comuission's regulation governing pay for
tUne {n a travel ststus.

You determined that the Fresno trip by Mr. Thomas could heve been
reassmably accomplished within one &ay for comparetive cost purposes.
According to your presentation, ¥r. Thomas could have arrived et his
residence by & p.m. on Qctober 1 by flying from Fresmo on a flight
seheduled for departure at 6 p.m. Hig totsl travel pericd as con-
structed vould have been glightly over 12 hours. Accordingly, you
Sllowed §6 day at $8) of the $20 claimed for subsistence. See

sation 6.2'0f SGTR. Also, Mr. Thomss wae charged ¥ howrs snnual
leave for Octover 2.
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Your determination, in pert, is buged on AR 3,.51:(2)6),( vhich reads:

*In meking the faregoing constructive cost cospar-
isons of transportation epd per dlem, scheduled ’
dspartures sxd arrivals of planes, traing, and
buses at unreasomble hours will be disregarded.
(For this purpose, 'unreasomable hours' meass those
vhich would unduly inconventence the traveler or
sdversely affect his sefety, or which would reeult
in unduly increasing the eonstructive per 4%em )"

You ask (1) vhethar the bour of § p.a;. for srrivel st Mr. Thomes'
residence is uinwesonable ard (2) vhether you should use SOTR or slter .
your method of suditing tysvel vouchers as & result of FPN LR Yo. 550*52-X

As moted sbave, FPM LTR No. 550-32was lssued by the Civil Service
Comaission in commection with {1t regulations governing pay for time in
¢ travel stetus. The Comdssion's letter implements an expressed
cengressiom] intent that employees ganerslly should not be required to
trevel on their tias off. It sets forth the Imale puidelines wder which
eployees will be compansated for wuvel time sutaide their reguler hours
of duty. /]

Section 610.123 of the Federsl Personnel Mammsl, Supp. 390-1 relating
to travel on officisl time provides that:

"Insofsr as practicsble travel during monduty hours
shall not be required of an employee. Uhen 1t is essentisl
that this be rejuired and the loyeas may not be paid
overtime under section 550.112(e) of thic chapter the
official concerned gball record his reasous for ordering
truvel at those hours snd shall, upon request, furnish s
copy of his statezent to the employee concerned.”

In the absance of sny {ndication thet Mr. Thomas wes required %o be
¢t BRis hesdquarters duty station on the worning of October 2, it does
%0t sppesr wrreagoneble far him, in light of the cited regulstions, to
Mve laft Fresno on the worning of October 2 rather than at_the close of
Ywiness October 1 to obviste st lemst 3 hours of travel off -daty
Wers. See, hovever, our decision st A6-ComprQen=-bes,  herein ve
‘ohaleded that it ves not reasonable to delsy return travel over & weekend
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vould not be required % object to peyment on that basis.

doowdyow Loishodsz viyslsgad

gincerely yours,.

R.F.KELLER

of the Uiited Blates
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The constructive cost of Mr. Thomes' trovel may be reconputed on
mwntsdmsmmwmurﬁnmmmrungof
octoder 2 (vith eppropriate sd justnent to his leave racord), amd ve
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