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The Ponorable Jacouir k, Javiis
United States Senate

jear Senator Javits:

In responcse to your letter of June 23, 1470, ang the
enclosure ftrom your constituent Ldward J, Branca, Jr.,
concerning uce of the National Aeronoutics and Upace .
Aaministration's (NASA's) ATS~v commtinications satellite 3o
to broadcast eaucational televicion prrograms in India, we
made an inouiry and a NASA representialive provided thoe
following information ¢n the joint WASA-India venture.

The A1S5-6, an expevimental Applications Tecihnoloqgv
Satellite launched by NaSa on hay 31, 1s/4, hos a princiral
obiective of exploring vhe technical [ecasibility of crect-

. ing a large antenna structuie in szpace and heing aple to
point ic accurately., To refer to it nerely ac a comnunica-
tions satellite is somewhat mislcading, since several other
applications are also under experimentation. These include
meteorolonical and navigational appliecatione, ana scientitic
experiments in the space environment., The experimental AlC-u
satellite, thus, was independently rlaonnec anu prograsea by
nASA for these otner purpeses, which wuulu proceed without
regara to the specitic Indian aprlication.

NASA engages in two types of international programg~-
cooperative and reimbursable. ‘The latter type refers to
those programs in wnich NASA is, in cifect, providing a
service tc the other participating country. 'lhese programgs
require the reimbursement to NASA ol all costs associated

y  with providing the service. The joint NASA-India venture,
' on the other hand, is a cooperative internstional proqgram
+ in which NASA and India have a mutual interest, According
to the mMemorandum of ‘Understanding between NAGA and India'cs
@ Department of Atomic Energy, India (5 allowed tl=2 use of
NASA's ATS-6 satellite for a perioa of 1 year to test the
- effectiveness of satellite-based televicion broadcasts in
stimulating its national development, NASﬁ's participation
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in the program is scientifically motivated--to test the
decign and functicning of the satellite and gain experience
on the utility of tnis space application. The cooperative
program, known as the India/US ITv Satellite fxperiment
Projcct, began on August 1, 1975, anu is scheauled to ena
on July 31, 1976,

Accordingy to the agreemen- between NASA and India, each
meets all costs associatea with its cwn participation, and
there is no exchange of funds. Ir ' her words, all costs
related to conducting the instructionel 1'V experiment in
India-~antennas, earth stations, ana other broadcasting
facilities--are borne entirely by the Indian Government,
NASA'c space segment rewnonsibilities do not go beyond the
crovision »t experiment time on the satellite for 1 year.

’ If we can be »f further assistance, please do not
hesitate to call u2e,

Sincerely yours,
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J. K. Fasick

Director





