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May 1, 1973
Mr., W. "o Buhle '
Disburning Officer
Oaalin District, Corps of Enginecnrs {]/
Deperte2nt of tho Arny (E%P
6014 U, 8, Post Office and Court Hause
Omsha, liobraska 68102 .

Dear ¥e, Tahle:

Thias rafera to your letter of Janusry 16, 1973, with enclosures,
reference MRODC-F, forwarded here on Febrtary 26, 1973, by the Enpineer
Cumptroller, Corpe of Engineers, rcfarence DAEN-ECF-A, vequestinp an
advance docision nu to the propriety of paying Wr., Jerose B, Rickerl
$966,35 ropresenting overtime and holidey vork uwunder the circunstancas
related below, r

On June 23, 1972, as the yresult of lurricane Agnes, the Preaident
declared that a major disaastor cxicted in the Lreata of fennsylvania ond
the Svenquenmma District was forned by the 0f£fice, Chief of Engincers,
te eentyalliza and manepa the minssion of the Corps for chis disaster,

Mo, 1deiev), a prade G¥=-13, step 8, vhose annual vate of pay was $23,112
and vioaa hourly ovartime rate was $08.76, was authorized to travel fronm
Col.race Sprines, Colorado, to liavrisburg, Pennsylvania, to perform duty
for Operation M.an II for a period of 60 days from July 21, 1972, Pis
actual tour of duty vas extended from July 31, 1272, to Gctober 12, 1972,
Operaticon loah I was the title of tha opcrations under thoe mancpement of
tha Corprs of Engineacrs to clean np the {lood dmmage cuuned by liurricane
Agnen.  The Susguihenna Distrlet vas disbanded on lovenber 30, 1972,
haviar, acconplirh d the prirmary purpoce of its nisslon, Necause of the
cisndion o1 the Corpes of Lngincers in natural disssters, civilian exn-
tloyvecs of the Corpe nre required to wvorl: larpe crounte of overtinme under
erduoue condlticns to rccomplich expeditiously thelr ausigned dutiesn and
rasponsibilities, £4ll of the overtime and holiday work pevforned by
¥r, Richierl wos suthorized and epproved, The houre vorked wara poated
an! cevtifiecd on Time snd Attendunce Reporte. Iaynent was wade to hinm
uot to exceed the statutory limitation for ony ono pay period (§1,279,20)
¢ provided in scction 5547 of title 5, United Statoo Code., As o reault
Mr. Ri.ckerl was ahort chansed oun five differcut pay reriods in the ptal
onount of $§966.36, lMr. Rickerl contends that sinca the overtiue and holi~
day work performed by him was authorized and approvad, end cortificd as
vorked Ly the timekoeper, ha ghould reoecive pay 4n full therefor,
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Section 5347 of title 5, United States Code, provides that addi-
tional pay (night differantial pay, overtime pay, prenium pey on an
aunual basic, and pay for Sunday and holiday work) under scctions 5542,
5545(a)~(c), end 5546(a), (b) of that titk may ba paid only tn the ex~
tent that it doca not cause the aggregate pay for a biweckly pay period
to axceed the meximum rate for GE-15, At the time ¢n question such
Tnzimua rate was §33,260 per annum or §1,279.20 per hiweekly pay period

1072),

The wording of the law 1n clear and unambiguous, It pormits pay-
nment of prenium pay only to tha extent that payment dece not cause the
agerenate rate of pay for any pay period to exceed the saximum rate for
grade GS-15 which in Hr, Rickorl's case was $1,279,20, Ve recognize
that lir. Rickerl's clnim 1o based on an energeacy which caused kis pay
to excced the limitation in any one pay perfod, However, the law does
not perzit any excoptions nor does it confer jurisdietion to our Office
to wajve its provicione in any particvlar case.

.

hecordingly, since Mr. Rickerl has been paid the max{wmum anount
for any onc pay period as authorized by law, no legel authority exiats
under which he may receive additional pay. ‘

‘ Sivrcirely yours,

”

Paul G. Dembling

For the Comptrcller Genaral
of the vnited Statas





