
COMPTROE GENCRAL OF TH UNITD TTS

WAS WIfeTOH. P.C. 4st

5-177673 *7 7, 1fl3

The onorable Kobeit 0. 5Suee
The Sectetary of the AMr Form

Dar lr. Secratary:

utlun r rferfnce is mad to letter dated December 29, 1972,
from the Assistat Secretary of the Air Form, tHapor and Reserve
Aff"air, In which a decisim La requested eomceorns the definition of
the word "acquired" as used In ths Joist Travel Reulations in casec-
tio with the sbipmnt of household effects at Oovernmcnt expense. The
submission ha. bees assigned PDTATAC Control No. 7240 by tho Per Dian,
tanl and ?raeportatio Allowacce Cot ttee.

In his lettdr the Asistcat Secretary indicates that certain
furniture copaies located within the United States conduct overseas
sales progrms which are prlmarily directed to mrbars of the uniformud
services. It appears that under theose progra, wabers of the services
ad their faili.s are visited by sal"me for the purpose of sailing
them furniture for deliv' ad use at their next permaent duty sation
In the United States. It in said that furn'±tur purchased in this way
is not delivered outside the United States, but remins with the mau-
fecturer mtil the metbr return fro his oflrsen assignment.

At the ti.. these progrm were established the Aisltat Secretary
says It was coteemplated that when a amber rade a purchase, the furui-
turo would be placed in storage for lil by trut saufscturer for ship-

* nut on a Governent bill of lading within bit legal weight limitation,
incident to hi. eset poarment change of station within the United States,

t Is stated in the Assistat Secretary's letter that inquiries by
Oovernment trassportation officers directed to the furniture companies
where purchases have been ade, reveal that in may cases the furniture
La not available for shLpomt at the tim of the effectlve date of the
surber's penmaent chseng-of-station orden, Mong the rasons advanced
for this are the followings the furniture in not yet usufactured; the
furniture is only partially completed; the meber's credit has not been
approved; or, only a portion of the total order is ready.

Due to the nosavailabflity of the furniture for shipment, the
queetIon has been raised as to whether tho (urniture is such cases is
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quired by the meber prior to the effective date of the pernat
chdage-ofstatio orders. In this regard, At Lu pointed out by the
Asaistat Secretary that the word "oquired" hbe been interpreted
Variously to WSat

a _ea ordered, or cotracted for,

b. wham final paymt is mded

a, tea takes lot. the physical posseasio of the intet

la vie of the eIo.w, or decaiso As requeeted as to whether a, b.
.. aova. ot ms other tim my be ued i1 deterniag the proper appyl-
setia of the word "acquir*4" in camectia with behobold goods.

Under the preaima of 57 U.S.C. 40(b) a inter oft *mifonsd
*sene Is entitled to the trasportatiom of his houehold effects,
within wigst alziracs poscuibed by the Secretaries cmncrned, in

omnectioa with a thing* of tceporezy or pennmat tation. The
Ooenmumtse muim oblgation is the ost of a thtough shipsat of a
ster's househoLd good. vithia his prescribed weight littatiom in -o 
lot betwaga authorised ple" ate a valuation oquivaleat to the lowvet 
applicable rate established In the carner's tariffs. Paragrp 118007-2
Joint Trawl Regulations.

?arqrp H0WeS authonta dGniatl from the regulations so
that ahpSuatis ma be mdc to and trom my points. Uwent, the saber
mt a to pq sy additional cots reeuit1o5 un such shipmate.

Paragraph 20400 item 9 of the rnguXotin. provides that the term
"household goods" doom ot include articles of household good. acquired
eubseqet to the effsaciv date of permfent changs-ooftation orders
except In CotLa a circatans not bher nlsvuat.

Osasrally, In order to ps title uder a contract for the sale
of a article to be uazufactur.4, ther mat be not only a coWplction
of the article, but also a delivery, or at loat omthing equivalent
thento, a toader, or a oetting apart for the buyer and at approptr-
Uon to the contract. The Itutioc of the parties wil, howvert,
own, and i vtaot Intention appears the tttle to the property w'll

pass befos or without delivery, 77 C0.JS. 8als 8257.

TM nLiform Caomrcal Code provides that title enact pa.. prior
to idmttficatioc of the goods to the contracts, ad further provide
that title passes with referne to physicel dol"ry of the goods In
the absence of esqlcct acreessut otherwise. Thus, In the ebseuce of



e"leAt a4te t tItJ*do not po until physcol delivesyo 
ditinguishd from mro so"Istio of owufactuve at production of the
good, Howvr, Iettleate on to &M cotroa my to plzea prlor to

peV ^ 1 ,*1 Itt>t80 k4

_4, or OteS>-iss "e-td 1b tMu *sl a_ 50 to W~bl the
:atrst reforms 67 An Jut Id, ftloo, 1230o

a * Dgprtmt of bf S 1 paid Par of th puIeh
P*e of a ( It upe plu" * o pws order$ th 

o^&r to be pad co dellvryp an t fuafust vas bippd *""qat
to th Offectio date of his tr*V Oftoebst£eaq i theas o e of
eat lagesatta, title aoep tothi p yorica before s date,

disttogvished from mbueset.eo orfmatfatus ort prnoctios of theas
dt&Uo*4 8es docisi 9F66020t, Apri 22# 1969* coy enclosed.

s~.% timerw findmsofiasisa tor Uthef ctrat ay take phae pr~ivert

f hyatfrl deat he hry ossitn or ma stA. fled for tf et goodat yet hiu
matued, or Is Oels pwteiglyacd boytedo ler -fpod too Wate of hes
Veeet thouomtotation arow. *othr title to tls guniturs
atrd t fn th7 purcam t 24 baso, or p2uti., but befor

.dliur or *hipet of the So*& to Wta would depend on do term of
ampthe purchase attrct

pi the mbe fu of evspotp tlan tetla to thse fuortur thll I
sde po"to be of paed asdeietuft, had passed to ths shper prior to

the effective date of his trfsJ cbmofe-ata, on otioaso base
of tde opiao t that tio out bp aeditl o him -o spbaton *of d
hit cai Lavrei"tu ee LOt 1 traaprt to ate of th* funtatl.v

Sour quetion I* w"wd seol"Iy

31motely your*#
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