COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D C. 10848

B-177250 . {4
April 18, 1973 30@9

‘Mre, Mary B, Cagnon N
1200 K, 238 T + BEST DOCUMENT AVAILABLE
Seattla, Washington 98125 )

Doaxr Mrg, Gugonon!

We rafer to your latter of March 23, 1973, regarding our
decision of March 12, 1973, B-177250, vhich sustained the prior
disallowance of your claim for reimbursenent of the $251 coat of
the parsonally arranged shipment of you: husband's car from Antwerp,
Balgium, to Portland, Oregon, subsequent to his death on August 22,
1970, while a member of the United States Arny, d

In your latter you say that you appreciate that the decision
of March 12, 1973, is based on Army and Covermmeunt regulations,
However, you refer to the laat paragraph of the decision and in this
regard you say that you do not appreciate “the implication of

| falsehoods or the sarcasm" therein,

The paragraph in question reads as fnilows}

In view of the official report and the entire
racord before us, 1% appears that it was your desire¢ to
return to Seattle alwoat immediately aftur your husband's
death (four days later you departed from Belgium) which
led you to personally arrange for the cur shipment prior
to your departure, Consequently, in the absence of
official indication that misinformation received from
official sources resulted in the shipment, and, since
the M.V, Madume Butterfly, a ship of foreign regiatry
wvas utilized for the shipment of Sergeant Gagnon's car
although it appears that United States ships ware avail-
eble (pee decision B-152812, November 26, 1963, copy
enclosed), the disallowance of your claim for reimbursae-

., ment for the cost of shipping your husband's car from
Antwerp, Delgium, to Portland, Oregon, is sustained,

/ ' In this part of the decision we attempted to indicate that in
the described circumstauces as officially reported to us, it was
necessary to sustain tiie prior disallowance uf your clalwm, There wus
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no intention to attribute any falsehoods to you or to bw sarcaatic
or in any other way to indicate a lack of beliaf in your sincerity

or varacity,

The conclusion we reachad in our decision was not bacsuse of

& lack of sympathy in your circumstances, resulting from the loss

of your husband, but was based on the facts as officially reported
to us and the applicsble statutory provisions and regulations,
These provisions did not permit a wmore favorable conclusion,

Sincerely yours,

PAUL G. DEMBLING

Jor thy Comptroller General
of ths United States





