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The Honorehla Elliot L, Richardsen
The Sucretary of Dafenas '

Dear Hr, Secretary!

Further referencs is wmade to lattar dated March 3, 1973, from the
Acting Aseistant Secretary of Dufense (Comptroller), in which a deci-
elon is requested as to whather existing procedure pertaining to tha
inscription "unremarried widow' on checks payable to widows undar the
Retired Serviceman's Pamily Protection Plan énd the Survivor Benefit
Plan, Chapter 73, of title 10, Unitad States Coda, may be amended by
obtaining a one~time cextificetion from the widow at the timg the
widow's payments are estshlished in lieu of present procedure, Depart-
ment of NDafonse Military Pay and Allowance Conmittee Action No. 469, °
containing a discussion of tha matter is enclosed with the lettar,

The Committee Action explains that under the Retircd ferviceman's
C . Fonlly Protection Plan and the Survivor Benefit Plan, a mamber of the
- armad forces may elect to accapt reduced retired or ratainer psy in
order to provide an ennuity to certain specified beneficiaries upon his
death, An snnuity payable to or on behalf of the surviving spouse
ceases upon the death or rerarriage of the surviving spouse, with the
exception that {f ramarriage occurs after the surviviug spouse attaing
aga 60 the snuity will continue undisturbed,

It is stated that under current procedura of the military services,
the inscriptions on checks payabla to widows wumder the Plans boear tha
qualifying lepend "unyxemarried widow," This legend, it io indicated,
although not required by atatutory authority, 1o designed to provide a
rvewiadar to the payee and second endorsee that the payee it antitled to
the proceeds of the check only wvhile the unremarried status continues
to exist, And, by endorsing the check with such inseription; the
payee in effect certifies to the continusd unremarried status,

It 48 pointed out in the Committce Action that wmilitary services
have baen informed that the Social Security Adniniastration and the
Dapartment of lecalth, Education and Welfare, hava discentinued the
practice of using the lagend “"unremarried widow" on the checks payable
to widowa vhile they ramuin unremarried, although such inscription had

t Fro,aasea(’ Amend ment o Bnau H«/ Check :924,3 natt mj
. o 8 |
ssery BT DOCUMENT AVAILABL



A-44004

bsen used-for many years, It is indicated by ths Committea that
studies by the Secie] Sscurity Administration revenled that the chack
lagends did not mptsxially dncreasa the reporting ‘of remarriages and
that check writing costs ware increased as a result of the extra line
of print, Tha Comuittee states that these studies were prompted by
criticism that the legend used vas discrininatory and embarrassing for

benaficiaries and was contrary to Social Security Administration regu~

lations relating tc the disclosure of information concerning an
individual's recordn and Lensfits, It 4s stated that the agency has
not used the inscrintion "unyemarried widow" asince 1961, It 4s further
indicated that the unlita:y gervices have recently leamed that the use

‘of a similar legend on checks payabla to widows by the Vetarans Admin-

istration has been discontinued by that agency din favor of a one-tima
certification by the payues at the time the paymenta are establishad,

In view of the ahove-mentioned studies by the Socfal Security
Administration and the inquiries, both congressional and individual,
objecting to the inscription "unremarried widow" on monthly emnuity
chocks, a decision is requested by the Acting Assistant Secretary as
to whether the nilitary sorvices may adopt the procedure preseutly in
usa by the Veterans Administration whareby the services will obtain a
one-time cartification fron the widow at tha tiwms the payments are
esteblished, .

As the Committee Action points out and as we have statad repeatedly
in the past, the legends appoaring on these checks are not a statutory
reaquiramant, but were adopted for the purpors of safeguarding the
interasta of the United Staten, Ao noted in the Committee Action we
have not ohjacted to the discentinuance of the iescription "unremarried
widow" on checks insued by varlous agencius as payments to widows whosa
entitlement to such paymants is contingent ca thoir centinued unremarried
status, However, in thoase case3s wvihers no ohj.ctions were raisad to the
discontinuance of the inscripticn on the checz, the ageney concernoad
provided an altarnate pracoedure for protecting the intexests of the
United States, such as, periodic nsurveys or cartificatione,

The Committea Action proposen that only -a one~time coertification
at tha time payments 2re established be adoptad by the scrvicas,
citing Vetarans Administration provedures 28 ra exampla, Ve have been
informally advised that while the Vetermms Administration obtains a
cortification at the time payments ure establiched, a supplemental
procedure is also used in the form of an annual questionnaire to be
axecutod by the payees, in the aduinlstration of soma programs, Ve
have also baen acdvised that under another program administarad by the

. Veteranw Adwinigtvation enly’ the one-itims certification is obtainad
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vith no follow ﬁp proceduras, Ve have not cormented on this latter
procedure usued by the Veterans Administration with regard to whather
or not the interests of the United States are being adequataly
protected, Our file indicates that at the timn this procedure was
adopted, it was indicated an annual notice would be sant to payaes
inforning them of the conditions of theiyx eantitlement, whethsr or not
this proceduxre still exists {8 not knowm,

Concerning annual cartifications as to marital status, wa have
bien advised that the Alr Forca Accounting and Finance Center curmrently
civcularizes the survivor's benefits and annuitunts on ar annuel hasig,
A Cartificate of Continued Dlipibility (ATAYC Form 0-490) haz been
uged for this purpose.

Thus, in view of the abova, we have no objactiom to awendment of
existing proceduras to discontinue the use of the inwscription "unre-~
married widow' on checko payabla to widows undar the provisions of tha
survivox benefit plane. Hovevar, we do not view the pracedure of
chbtaining & cne~tims certificution at the time the payments are
estoblished as providing adequate protectivm of the intarests of the
United States, Therefore, it is our view that a procedure asindlar to
that now amployed by the Alr Force Accoumting and Financa Centor of
requiring en annual certification (AYAFC Form 0-490) &3 to uarital
etatuc ba adoptud for all the uniformad sarvices covered by the
Plans authorized in Chapter 73, title 10, United Statas Code,

Reports roceived by this O0ffice indicate that the exporss of
obtaining thesy mnual certifications is not a significant £actor,

Binceysly ynure,

FAUL, G, DEMBLING

Tor the Corptrollar General
¢f tlie United States
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