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We refer to a letter deted Septexber 12,.1073, with enclosures,
from the Deputy Asslatant Secretary of the Interior, requesting a
declsion as to the aoction to be taken concerning an error allzged by
the Alder Construction Company (Alder) to have been made :Ln its bia
upwat which contract Ko, CX-GOOO-3~9017 is besed,

» + - The Rational Park fervice,-YellowatonG National Park, Wyeming,. .. .
nquutcd bids for the conltruction of Wastevater Treatment ra.cilitiu

for 014 Faitnhful at the park, project No., 6860-3062, Alder submitted
au rgaregate total bid of $1,137,500., The only othexr bidde=r on the
project quoted an aggregate total bid price of $1,261,032,75. The
Government's revised estimate for the work was 2966,699.25. The bid
of Alder was accepted an June 29, 1973. .

By letter dated July 18, 1973, Alder advised the contracting
officer that its plumbing and heating subcontractor had made an error

"4dn its quotation to the company. In support of the allegation of

error, Alder submitted a statement in which the subcontractor stated
thet he had requested a price quotation from & promosed supplier; that
the quotation was to.state a price for item 1 and a sultable deduction
therefrons to ailew calculation of & bid price for-dtem 1A; that, how-
ever, the supplder's quotation for item 1A wasa the actual price, and
not the deductive price from item 1§ that he did not realize that the

- price quoted by the supplier was in errorj and that, accordingly, he

miscalculated his bid price for item la. The suboontractor stated
that a deduction ui' $64,133 should hove been used instead of §121,%560,
It 18 reported that the differenve between the above ﬁgu.res,, of
$37,422, is increased to the total claimed error of 346,051, .after
maring certain computations and adjustmenta. In.gsupport of his alle~
gation of error, the subcontractor submitted his worksheet which shows
that be used a dcduct of $121,560, which is identified thereon as the
quotation received from his supplier, in ca.lnulating Pluzbing and
piying coats for Jtem lA.

However, wr f£ind no baain to increase the contrect price as
requested gince the contracting officer made awvard without notice of
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possidle errors The contracting officer had no reason to suspect error - -

since the low agoregate bid was in line with the only other bid received

and the Government's revised estimate. Therxefore, the acceptance of the

bid constituted a valid and binding sgreement from which relief may not -—= ~—
- be cr:ngediJT%-178335. May 10, 1973; R-170013, July 13, 1973; Bel78073L, - ee

Avgust 3, 1973, L : .o

’ Sincarely yours, L. .

PAUL G, DEMBLING - T

For the Comptroller General - e i
' of the United Btates _ B
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