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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THI, UNITEL STATES _ R
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20548 S

peivesss : ' Dacember 14, 1973

Mr, Howard U, Constantine YI1 S
Route #1, Box 435 | I " .
Sykesville, Marylsnd 21784 L e e ; :

Dear Mr. Congtantines

R ' Further refarence is made to your letter of April 6, 1973, in '
- affect raquepting review of settlemeut of-our Transportation and -+ - -

Claims Division dated March 30, 1%73, which denied your claim for .

an amount believed due you as an heir ¢f Raymond P, Long, service . . . -

number 6070012, who died on JUne 16, 19#2, whila sotving as a pri- N

vafe 1n the Unitad States Armmy, ;1- o e e

LY i

" Our Transparthtion and Claims Divialon adviaed you that‘wc A
ware precluded from giving favorable considvration to your claim
of January 16, 1973, filed as nephew of the deceased, You were
advizad that the records pertaining to claims in the case of . . e
S N : Raymond .P, .Long had been destroyed pursuant to law in accordance .._......
e v v with our procedure pertaining to claims against the Unitel States,.... ...
‘such as this, in which thore has been no activity for a period of .
12 years ot more, As the settlement pointed out, subsliirry records---
vevealad that allowancaes were issued on June 12, 1946, October 10,
1946, in the amount of $614,68 , and on November 6, 1946, but in
general, the subject matter of the claims, the amounts allowed, the
identity of the person or persons to whom payment was msie-could - -
not be ascertained, and further informntion was nob availdbla.

T, . . You have now snbmitted copies of General Accounting Offica formn
" + ""Hotice of Settlemant of Claim" and "Advice of Payment of Bottloment'.
R to Ascowpany theck," both dated June 12, 1946, which indi~ate that :%. !
S S .eyidenca of the dacedent's death was receivaed on October 20, 1945, ......
and that an allowance was issued in favor of Lucille R, Hslterman,
as sister of Ravmond P, Long, deceased, and George Henry Lung, his:~ Y
brother, for $614.68, each, Additionally, it was indicated that the
v ie e eiem suns allowed repregsented one-fifth shares of the total amownt dua,.. .
- - - ' and that the remai{ning thres shavres were reserved for the othar two '''''
brothers ard the ¢hild of the dead sister, Lunir,
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Tn your letter datad April 6, 1973,you say that the allowauces
of Octobar 10, 1946, and Novembar 6, 1946, respectively, vere issued --
to Marle Long and Roland Long, brothers of Raymond P, Long. You =
also say that your father was sarving in the Armed Forces at the
time and - was never notified of the claim, and that you were first’
informad of it Ly your aunt, Lucille R, Halterman, saveval weeks
prior to your initial correspondencs with our Office, You com» ™7
tend that you ayre the minor child mentioned in the settlement of <~ 5
June 12, 1946, 7¥ou also contend that the long period of time e T
lapsed through no neglact on your part and, therefore, you are oo
entitled to the ghare reaarved for tha child of Raymond P, Long' B
deceased aiatare :

Lo

' The act of ‘Octobar 9, 1940, as codified i 31 UeBeCo 7la, 237, °
provides in partinant part as followsl L |
"(1) Every claim or demand* % % against the United
Statas cognizable by the General Accounting Office
under sections 71 and 236 of this title shall be
.. fovevaer barrod unlesn such claim w # % ghall be pa——
. veceived in said ofi/ice within ten full years - e
0" after the data such claim first accruaeds * # w,"

“** "he récord fails to show that either you or your legal rep-

vesontative filed a claim with the General -Accounting Office within -

10 years fyom October 20, 1945. the date of receipt of proof of the
decedeut'a death, vwhich is the date the claim first accrued,

: Your cla;m therefore 19 barred from consideration by this Office
by virtue of the 1940 act, Sda decision B~174969, February 22, 1972,
c0py enclosod. A ' ,

Hhila it 1s unfortunah:that neithex you nor your legal guard-
{an was aware of your right to clajm the one-fifth share, the 1940
law provides .no exceptions in such circumstances nor is there any ¢ - --
authority contained therein under which this Offica may waive any =
of the provisions of that act ¢r make any exceptlons to the time
limitation lmpoaad. : : ve P e
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In view of the above, thire is ne further action which thia
Officc legally may take on your claim,

E!ncerely ynura,

Paul G. Dembling

For the Comptreller General
of the Mnited States
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