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553) Wiscousin Awenue

Chovy Chans, Marylsad 20013
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Referanct is mada to your lettov of April 17, 1973, and prior :
corrvapondenca, protesting on bahalf of Aurcnautical lnstrument & t
Radip Co., (AIR(D), apaingt the sward of o contract to the Astronsuticn .
Corp., of Axaricy (Astronmutics) wunder iavitstion foy bids (IFY) .

Bupply Office (ALD), Fhiladelphia, Peunsylvemis,

.
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The I3 molicited bida on seven etepladder quantities of
bearing-dietanca~hoading indicator ID663C/U 2nd raleted datn, ‘The !
terss of the ITD restricted award to companies finniahing pruducta "
qualified undar nilitary specificacion }MI~X--22075A. A2 of thw bid
opening date, two fims, AXRCO and Astycoautics, were cn the qualifiad
products list ((PL) 22075-11\ dated Hay 2C, 1971, for tho pubject ]
indicators. 7The bids xecsaived froa AIRCO mmd Astronautics wern .

Orc Octobar 20, 1972, you yrotested on behalf off ATKCO that
Astronautics wus rot proparly qualifiad ard therefore should not be
conoidared for evard as tho tegt which wes performed on the Astronnutics:
indicators was not tie proper one for qualificstinm s a qualified
product. Wuile your protost was peanding, aSO nzde the roguisite )
deterainations required by paragraph 2-407.8(b) (3) of the Armed Servicus.
Procurapent Regulation to maka avard to Astroneutics Liasad ¢n urgency
and on March 1, 1973, the contrant vas cwardsd,

@@L 22075-11 of May 20, 1971, shows that Astrvamuidcs was qualifiod
tests counducted
by the Naval Am—unition Depot, Crane, Indians. You pofpt out that :
thin test was & quality conformance ingspaction (ecxumingtidons and tests
porformod on iudicetors sanufactured and gubnitied for iccaptares
tmder & contrect) under wmilitary specification MIL-T-220737 ratheyw
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than a qualification inspaction {(exoniunations snd tests yarforumed
on gapple indicators subnitted for approval ss a qualifind produce),
the letter being required for QFL inclusiwmm, )
While the test which s cited on the (PL was a quality conformsnce
inrpection rather thon a qualification fnspaction, our Offiss has
been advisod by ASO thar Astronauvtics hsa also mot the qualification
inapaction raquired wmder HII~I~22075A,

The reason tast report Q5/CG8-266 was cited on tho QPL, according
to ASO, wes that 4t vas the laotest test perfonwrd on Astronawtice’
equipnent, However, AS0 explains that quellification tests wers per-
formed undey a prior comtract to furunish 5,111 fndicators awarded
on March 14, 1366, As w weaufecturar wvas on tho QP st that time,
(L approval was waived and finst articla testing vas included in
lieu thereuf, As paxt of the firast article toeting, Astronoutics
had the QFL tests required by MIL-~1-22075A perforved on throe samplea
vhizh passsd tha tests, As o result, Astronauticve raquested boch
firak article and QPL approval. On the basis of tle satisfactory
resulks in the test report under the Harch 1966 contract and the
subpeqient Naval Amaunition Dapot wepurt, Astronsutricy uwns placed

Sincs, contrary to your contenticd, the qualifiod preduct lizting
vas baaed vpon qualified product testing, the protuast is deniad,

Sincexely yours, .

-y

Paul G. Dezbling

For the Comptroller General
of tha Unitad Statues
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