COMFTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WALHINGTON. D.C, 224}

-167790 WAy 25 1973

The Honorable Howard H, Callavay
The Becretary of the Army

Dear }r, Secretary:

Reference iz made to lettar DAEN-GCC, dated March 23, 1973, from
the General Counsel, Office of the Chie{ of Eaginuers, requesting
authorization to pay Keuffel and Esser Compsny/Cooper-Trent Operation
(Cooper~Trent) the sun of $65,577 for the printing of 60,000 copies
of the brochure 'Agnes,"

As a repult of tropical storm Agnes, & decision was made by the

U.8. Army Corps of Engineers, which had parforwmed a large portion of
the clean-up and restoration work in the storm's aftermath, to publish

( a brochure showing the lozzes cauned by the atorwn, The Corps revorts
that in the haste to have this information disseminated as quickly as
possible to the pubiie, an employee without contracting authority, orslly
contracted with Cooper/Trent for the printing of 606,000 copies of "Agnes,"
The permiasion of the Joint Committee on Printing was not obiained as '
required by section 504, title 44, United States Code, to have such work
done by other than the Government Printing Office.

Our Office has contacted the Joint Coumittee to ascertain 1if a
vaiver would have been granted had the matter buen presented to it 4n a
' timely manner, In reaponae to our inquiry, the Committee forwarded to
our Office a copy of a memorandum which the Cormittee had cent to the
Departiwent of the Army concerning the '"Agnes' brochure, The pertinent
portion: of tho memorandum reads as follows:

- It is the policy of the Public Printar not to issue retroantive
vaivers, However, since the action wan precipitated by tha
devastating effect of the hurricane and the need for furnish-
ing immediately helpful information to the public, a vaiver
probably would have been issued by this Offfice, with the
proper juetification furnished, Therafore, we recowmend
payment of this bil)l, and that all concerned consider this
letter in lieu of or the equivalent of a waiver.
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Therefors, as the equivalent of & waiver has been grantad and the
Covernnent has received the benefit of the services performed, payment
is authorized in the amount of $65,557.

‘. : 4

Siacerely yourn,

Paul G, Dembling

(omptroller Ceneral

For tho of the United States





