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Director

Indian HEsalth Servioe
Portland Area (ffice
Room 205. Pittoek Block
921 3W. Washingtod Street
Portland, Oregom 97205

Dear Dr. Stitt:
¥o have em our reviev of the gontract patient care progran

 of Todian Hoalth Service {IXj) which provides for cure of Indian

beneficiaries in priwts and commmity facilities when health services
cannot be provided im hospitials opoxwtsd Ly IHS. GQur vork wvas directed
specifically to determining whéther the Portland Apem Office geave
sdequmate considerwtion to the use of hospitals and medical services
ctothcr!’e«nlmmiuutmamtamlm
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mﬁciariu have sade substantial use of the Public Remlth Service
Hospital in Seadtle, Waashington. Area Gffice records 6lso showed,
however, that infroquent use was being smds of military and Veterens
AMministration (VA) hospitals. We noted that sdditional opportunities
exist for Indian patients to use sugh Govermment cperated hospitals as
¥hidbey Island Newal Hospital, Oak Berbor, Washington, and VA hospitels
in Spokane apd Vangouver, Wishington. Area Qffice coumants providsd
on these matters and actions taken as a resuit of our reviev are
summariged in the following peregraphs.

We were sdvised that Depsrtment of the Navy's Buresu of Medieine
bas approved INS' request for Indian petient uss of the Whidbey Island
Haval Hospital to the extent feasidle. Patient referrals vill begin
sometime during July 1970 {f the funding problam qan be resolved.
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Finally. wva faguired intc the use of the HSeattle IS fecllity W
studsnts of the Chameuw Zchodl located at Julewm, Gregon. Ve ware
sdvissd ithet the PRS facility bas one of the finest eye. nosy, and
thrant depertasnts in the mzea. Our reviaw iadicetad that Indian
patisuts were being trested at sontrect fseilities even though health
ey costc could be reduced if patisuts requiring treatmeut such as
coprective SaY mgERy were treated at the Jeattls PRS Noapital.
Hosmyyey . ve ware inforwed that if scheduling rroblems conld be
resolved with PR3, the Aree Gffice would lock into the metter of

& wish to thamk you for the kind essistense and cocperation provided
to oM staff during this reviev. If you have any guestions cm the
foragoing mttars, plmse foul free $o comtact Mr. A. P. Hmon of
my staff at 2065835356,

Sincerely yours.
WILLIAM M. CONRARDY

Willism ¥. Conrardy
Reglomml Vamager

cc: Director, CD
Asgistant Director, CD -~ F. K. Rabel
Vehief s Publication Br., Cffice Admin. Services






