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*t . 6OCQMPTIOIR GENERAL OF THI UNITED STATtS

WA**IIIJ3TON, D.c. aUosa

34179268
AUG 21 1973

ate Honorable Donal X. Jons on
tastrator, Yetormna Admnitration

Dear Mr. Johnione

Befercnce Is wie to ltter 1314 dated Culy 17, X.973o with enclosures,
frcn the Director, Supply Service, Dpartncnt of M4ediclne and Ourgery,
rcquestin a. decision 0a to the cotice to bo taken conc.rnir,,c an error
alleced by the 'etropo34tan Wire (beds Corporation (Iletrxofltan) to have
been We on iteas 1 and * of ltn bid upn vhioh corntrnot Rio. V79?P.2'?1Q
i basud.

?be Vetorann Mmininttration (YA) ?*.rkotinz Center, Jinee, Iflinois,
by colicittioc Rio, fl,.-2O-73 rscqucoted bids on: estiated quatities oi
four item ot mobile otorogo che).vil',, to be pnfrlhaoed an rvqvired by the
VA and other authorizcd oseneiea Onring the poriod January I tbtrnvh Pecter
ber 31, 1973. Delivery of the vtoroee shelvin"t under iternn 1 mid 2 uWa to
be made to lx zconea, Prospective bidders vera urdvined an pyr~e 1l of tho
solicitatien that it=s I and e shall bo in aceonlance rith military rpcaiw
ficotion 1)I1,"$1401W;C dated Birch 31, 1970, with exceptions and cptions.
In roapnuc )ictropolitan nubmitttd a bid offerlnr to urnioh, amon; other
items, tbe stvmttve shelving desribcd under itoe. 1 rn.n P. at unit prJ.ccau
of $162.17 adn 4141,52, respectively. The bid uf Metropolittan vw aicepted

ks t4 itemw 1 thaouoh 4 on Dccemaer 29, 1972a

1l lettos dated Febrwary 14, 1973, and subsequent corrcspondeneo, t*e
contracting cU*icer bearned fros the VA houpital at CIflicothe, Ctdo, tlat
stonkre ahelavti delivered by Hletropolitan under iten I and 2 of contr&it
No. Y79?P-27L.s did not havte slotted or louvered ahelves ar requirtd byr
Praraph 3.5#4 of the apCca.icationo set forth on Me B of the solloita"
* tim The rCeord indicaten that the honpital wan directed by bigh.er nuthov'.
ity to return the she1vtn to Metropolitan1 ._. ...

Metroolptobn alleges that aU of' its bid priocs inoaldl4 those for
itoni I and 2, vero baed on tu oisLig wire shelves and that it ovarlotnd
the specifications an paae 6 of the aolicitation uhich required slotted or
louverer ohelving under item3 I mid 2*. re corpontlon atates it does not
'anufacture clotted or louvered helving and requests that the specifica-
tleae be chenftcG no that wire shelvw wifl bo aceoptable under items 1 wM
2 or, In the alternative, item I &,ad 2 of thl ccmtrat be canceled without
liubi3tty tc. the corporntisz.



It As reported that the next lowat refosp1re Vider on Item I
&M R quote4 pricea of t2V)6 and 414136p reapectivelrp &A14 that t~da bidder

wa lwrdd laot yearta ccantrvot for Aumhlng alottfA or lauraed
aholflg At VWcea of $223 an 242v In Ylew of the dAsfrerenciD (tffc
Imatelyr 22 peramit on item d 24 prcenft on Ite 2) bewn K0t!Xopol
Utone bid on ltc I anld 2 "d the bid of the next lowot bidder an theno
items and the dirference bctween .4etropnaltan's bid prlcns and~ tlle prlcear
provimmly paide for these itesg w a"e of' to opinion t}:nAt t~ja contracting
oriYlocr ohaild have lbeen anmre ol' the p03nnbilityr of er,ax in 1ctet-politernl
bld Puld consCQequntly, the bid should not have been accepted wKt1x*1t verif
ficatioti thereofe n1761600 June .30# .9n2*

Acoerdimlyr ite= I and P of ccntraet Hoo V797Pv-2M neay La cunceled
vithmit liabli~ty, to lMetropolitns

snnecrelyr yourap

IMa%;T *. 1Mzbl1ii*,

Oo~trol1lr General
Yor the Of tho Urltcdl Gtatcu
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