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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548 i G'

B-177788 Aupust 27, 1973

He, C. A, Pase

Central Dilsbursing Officer
Havy Repional Finance Center
Great Lalken, Illinois 60048

Dear Ny. Papasl

Your latter of Deccember 22, 1972, with cnelesures (yeur refurcaco
600:CAP: 1L 7200) requasting an advance deeicion as to the dejality ond
propriaty of relvburaenant purswuwmt to vouchsr 10-73 (51 1129) fn fovor of
Paul T, Puckaer, Irprest Fund Creaderx, llaval Support Activity, VYont Osoha,

Lebraska, GUill, wes forvarded hore by second cndorsenant of Januayy 9,
1673, fron thoe Counander, lavy Accounting and 'Imanca Cuntay, Vashinstoa, D.C.

The voucher ropresents a clainm for reiwbursenent by tho-Inprest Fund
ceshier}for 924 poid for the ennravins and chrona plating of a coiverondal
ohovel uged by the Cowxsandant, Thive Laval Diatrict, in a proundbrasiing
cererony on hovewber 5, 1971,at the Anved Forces Hesarve, Cealey, Staten
Ielond, He. York, Your doubt in the matter sriccs bacauso of our declaion
reported in 15 Cowp, Ceone 278 (1935) wideh hold that the avproprirtion for
the linval Neserve wao not available for the purchasa of « trophy to reward
the Reval Resarve Aviction Base scending £irst in efficlency each yeaw,

It io cottled that

'""the holding of dedication ceremonien and the laying of
cornexrstones connocted with the construction of publisz bulld-
inga aund public worka have heen troditionnl proacticcu, ond
any cyponsae nccescavily incldent thercto hiava genersily beon
chargud to the appropriation for constructiom of tiic buildiug
or worke,"  B-158021%, Junac 8, 1966,

In our decisionm B-11884, Auguat 26, 7940, the expensa of printing
progravis and invitations in connection with cornerstona ceramonine for the
crection of A new Govermment agency office biilding was held not to Le
chargeable to the agency's 1941 appropriation for “iflecellancous and
Contingent Lapenses,'" Rather, such printing expenses vare wade chargeable
to tho funds avallable for ths construction of tha naw bLullding, In
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A-88307, August 21, 1937, w2 held that the nppropriation for expunses of
the Fedaral Trade Coucission wan not availsble for payrment for recordinga
of a preoldential gpeoch eud & gvoup photograph of Coruvdosion ruuhers at
the laying of the covacrstone of itc building, since cueh ezbaensco were
ot vequired in the perforisance of tha Cormission's lesal duties, llowover,
va notad thet

" * % tha loying of cornerntones han baen connected with the
conotruction of public bulldinge from tire fwseviorial and any
exyonces noceanavrily incldont thereto sro generally chargeabl
to th2 uppropriation for cunstrugtlon of the building."

The approprinticon clted in the redfobursoment vouchor £ Operation and
Hainteneonce, favy 1973, MHotulthstending that this appropvietion ineludss
a provivici £for the expenses of “nadels, cvwards, cxblous and other ipsi{imia,”
it in cvident that the exporss of chroize plating and eapreving a coreronial
shovel un2d dn a groundbreeking coerenomy should be trested In tha ooaps
nmanner A any recsonable erpense dunecurred incident to a cornerstone laeyinp
or dedication cercaony,

The afovcuemntioned decisions concerning tha suthorization of ewpenses
incurrad in corneratene avd dedication eavemonine, rarlisr than tics dacinsion
reported in 15 Comp. Gens 278 (1333), ave for aspplication hare,

Howevern, aboont cvidenca as to who ruthoerizad the chirone plating and
engraving of the alovel; where choe shovel originatued; tue subsequent usa
thot fo to be rade of the phovel;and way thers wav o one year loy
(Hoveubexr 5, 1971,to Noveuwbar 20, 1972) betuwaen the growndbreanting cere-
vony oad the plating and engraving of the shovel. thin 05iicoe is unable
to approva the yeyguented 524 payrmant frop any epnroprintion,

Accondingly, you ave advised that reinbursement nay not be effcctad
(on the present racord) and the voucher will be votaiued 1in the files of
this Office, ‘

S{ucerely youras,
Jaul G, DPembling

Yor the Comptrolier General
of the United Statea
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