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COMPTROLLER GENERAL, OF THE UNITED STATES
' WASHINGTON, D.C. 10348

B0 .  Gatober 10, 1973

H&JOW F. ’q Bp.f.. 4 . . .
¥inance and Acecounting Officer

Absrdesn Proving Ground, Haryland 21003
Throuzh Neadquoartors Dapartmant of the Arwy

(DACA-VIS-PT) | : o

Forroeotal Uuilding
Ulﬂhinﬂton. p.C, 20314 .

Dusr Hujor Spera:

Yurther refarenca is ada to your loxtaer, vith anoleosures, dated
Deceambey 20, 1972, file xeference HITCAP-CO--F, vequesting a decision
a3 to the/paynent of per dienm allovances to norhare who undervent .
training lat tha United Statos Arny Ordnance Center and School, Aber-
dez2n Proving Cround, Yaryland, in a Jarrant Orficer Auto Repair
Course, for a period in excoxm of 20 weeka wher the usual period of = .
fnatruction was lecs thar 20 weeks, The Jounger period was dus to thu

- Chyistuas holidaya during whichk tine no i-struction wvap conducted, . ~

T_.'l'hu raqueat was wssigned FDTATAC Control o, 73-1%, %

i\ '

,,';, Xt {s {ndicated that the studauts artending thy auto repnir
Tourss verc wembers of the Arny, tho Nailowuxl Cuard ond Uniced States
Atrtry Resaxrve, who, wvith ons exception, reeived peroanent chanpge of
,station orders for the period September 15, 1972, throwgh February 13,

y/ 1973, '

By ordervs dated Scptembar 5, 1972, Chi ¢ Varrant Offfcer,

Ceorge F, Viens, a wmorbor of the Rhode Islaud National Gusvd, wase
oxdered to full-time training duty for tha piriod Septenber 15, 1972,
through Pebruary 13, 1973, inclusiva. The ovders indigated that this
viaa a petuanent shanpe of station and autharizad travel of dependents
and shipuent of parmanent change of station waight allowance ¢f house-
hold goods., Upen couplotion of the period of full-tice traintug duty

v . MEy Vienw was to muturn to the placo whera hae entered such duty, e
. Rrwever, by ordexs dated Septerber 17, 1972, lr. Vians' prior

orders were sywnded to pruvide that travel of depesndents and ship-

mant of other then temporsry change of ntation weight allovanca of
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bousahiold goods vora nwot suthorized, Also the typa of duty was SRR
changed to temporavy duty (duty uuder fmstruction for lwes than 20 ™
: wesxa) cftlug our decision E~168009 (49 Comp, Gen. 320 (1949)).

A cextificate of nonuvailability of Covernment quarters was - ',
$ssued to l{r, Viens for the period Bsptomboxr 13, 1972, thyough
' Fcbmry 1.3. 1973, .
The retord fndicates that tho asctual period of instruation for .
the Varrant Officer Auto Repair Courss normally was lass than 20
wealis, lowaver, bacauss of tha Christmas holiday periocd, the course
of fnatruction vas suapsnded from Dstenber 21, 1972 through
January &, 1973, This had the effect of extendimg the period duriug
vhich the course of i{nstruction took placa.
¢ '
You rofer to paragraph M1150-10b of the Joint Travel Regulatisns, -
for active duty personnol, and o parajraph }N6001~lc of tho regula- . "
tions, for Reserve and lational Guard pergonnel, ss indicating that U
1£f the cumulative period of duty at one location is 20 weaks ov more, . =
then no per diem in sllowabls as the course falls within the purview R
of duty at o permanent duty station, llovaver, you say that in viw
‘of tha above-cited decic‘on, paymeut of per diea to )r. Vians would °* P
& ° -eppes¢ tc ba valid, In such event, you express the belief that all -
o taabars attending ths course of imstruction should be entitled to

;j ' b?nu.u- al.'xwv;:m. e

' Section W4 (a)(4) of title 37, United Btates Codwn, provides fov
' . swynanit, under regularions prescribed by the Sesrxetariow concsrxned,
{ fot travel and t ansportation allowances to a menber of n uniformed

¢ * ¢ gexvics vhen mwwy fron hone to perforun duty, fincluding duty by a

;o ! membox of the ALwy or Air Hational Cuard of the United States,

~an

Paragraph M5001-10(3) of the Joint Travel Regulations, in sffoct
during the peri-d here {nvolved, providing for, traval of meabsrs of - ...
the Reserve coponents atatess ' . A N

/ . ¥ ' S

- “When the perfod of active duty contemplatsd’ by -
' Vo 'the orders 48 for 20 weaks or more, w pov diea allow~ e
. soces ura payable ot tho pexwanent duty station & # &% .

] ] » ’ * -
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Yn 49 Comp, Cen, 320, pupra, we had for conridexatiom a clafw
for por dicw of a tvmber of the liutional Guavd who attepded £i0 - ™
succeszive courses of fustruction st different locationy; exch course
of insiruction noroally wss for lesy than 20 wesks, Thin Office held
(at pago 324)1 .

YAccozdingly, -iucu # # % peither the duty under

fnetiruction at Fort WolCers nor the duty vader instruc- ..

tion ‘at Fort Ruckear exceads 20 waekse excluding ths
Christuas holidays, per diem mllowances # * ¥ are
suthorized ® # &, (Eaphaaiv eddad.) '

We helfiuve that 1t wes contemplated in the eircunstancec now
befoxe us that the actusl course of Anstructiovn was leas than 20
woeks duration, and that activa duty statuo during the holiday pari-
od is worely ingideutal to the course nf iunstruction, and doas not
serva to oxtend the pariod of tha inatiuction, Therefore, im accoxrd
wich the ahove-cited decision, since the actual pexiod during which
the atudsnty received the instruction providad in the course was,
luss thon 20 waeky, ve do not believe that studants who had the .
period extanded beyond 20 weeks, becauus of a holiday should be do-~
Rf{ed per dier, allowsuces becausa their cusignod elass lappened to
fall vithin a certain calendar period during whioch no inltruction
would be presunted,

'Conn:qucutly. tha voucher in favor of He, Viens in returned for
paysent, if of.ervise propox, Sinflarly, the ¢ther National Guard
or'Unitad Staten Anuy Reserve students attendiug the coursme \‘tould be
0ntitlod to pur diem allcwances, notwithstanding the recelpt of

/ parmsnent chang. of station ordere, as they in fact wers in & ten-

¢ poraxy duty sta.us, : _ -

Tho other parsonnel wko were students in the course recelved
erders proyidiui for a permenant change of stetlon in accordance with

paxagraph M1150-10b, This subparagraph statest ' .

L
’

! )
. "Agoignment to Schocls, When a mewber in transferced
. '‘'ox assigned under permunent change—vf-station crdery to a
school or {nstnllatinn ss a student vo pursus & courcs
" {or eourdes) ol instruction, tha cumulative duration of
which 4s 20 wvasks or mora at ons location, such school or
' dunstellacion is defined (o ba a parsanent duty statinm,”

. L]
L] .
[ ] . . a ' » Mh‘.s.“
+* :]
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As ve haye fudicated above, we axe of tha opinion that the ' '
(hoistmas holiday period during vhich time no fnatruction was pre-
axtited, should be excludaed in determining tha length of iustxuction, .

.
ir

Acivrdingly, tha period of instruction of the auto repair couvas v
should also be conaldered oo less than 20 woeks for these mesbers, ae v 7
wvali as for meoburs of reserve ‘couponants. Thus, all meubers would
bs ooneldsred to ba on teuporary duty and, therefore, entitieud to par
dism ullowancas during theilr attandance at tha crurxae, 1f otherwien «
pProperx, - ' .. ‘. .
\ v o Sincaraly yours,
Paul G. Domb!ing ’
For ths Comptroller General : y w !
of the United States’ Ceo ‘,Z:.[?:
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