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GOMPTAOLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON,D.C, 2848
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June S, 1973 3l

Mr3., Mary M, leach
67 3rd Btreet
Albany, Now York 12210

Dear Mra, leach:

his is in reforence to youy letter reccived in this Office on
March 29, 1973, anpzaling tho settlement by our Transportation and
Clains Division, dnted March 23, 1973, thet disalloved yourjolein for
unpaid compencuticn in-the-mevunt.of-$14,63 due your deceeséd nicce
Nrs, Odelia Browun, a civilian cuployee of the Defcnee Personnel support
Coentor, Defense Bupnly Agency, Mhiladulphia, Pennaylvania, at the time
of hor death on June 13, 197,

The statute ‘governing settlcaont of secounts of deceased cuployeen
is contained in 5 U.8.C. 5582(v):

(b) In order to facilitate the scttlement of the
{ accounts of dcceased enployees, moroy due an emplcyce
et the tine of his dsath shall be prid to the person
or persons surviving at thie date of dcath, in the
folliowing order of preccicnce, end the puynent dbars
reccovery by auother porson of amvuntg .o paid:

First, to the bdenecficiary or zneficiariea
designatod by the cmployse in a wviting received
in the erploying egency before hir leath,

Second, ifr thore is no desipgnatei beneaficiary,
to the vidow or Widuwor of the ecmployce.

Thixl, 1f none of the above, 4 tho child or
children of the employee and descendents of dow
ccased children Ly representation.

Pourth, if none of the above, to the parents
of the employes or the survivor of thea,

Fifth, i€ none of the above, to tho duly
appointcd legal representative of the estate of
the euployee.
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8ixth, 4f none of the above, to the person or
persons entitled wnder tho lawa of the dondeile of
the employve at the time of hic death,

The employing ugency reports thet Mrs, Browm hed not designcted a
beneficinry to receive hor unpaid compensation at the date of hor death,
in accordance vith the above-quoted statute, Furiher the record ro-
flects lira, Broun wus survived by her huaband, Mr. Russell Brovm, from
vhom she was separated,

The atiova statute requires al) unpuid componsation duwe a Federal
employee at the tinic of death be paid firgt to a heacfielery nored hy
the employec in -opdting to receive such unpuid ecipensation and £iled
with the Governuent, and second to the employce's widow or widowar,

The effcet of the statutory provieions is to give the employe: the power
to desifinnte a bencficlary to receive his unpaid compensation nnd in the
absence of such deaignution by the empluyee, the person or poersons next
in ling uwnder the stetute 4s to receive it, Hence, under the torms of
the statute Mr, Drown, as the decedent:’s widower, is entitled (o her
unpaid compensetion,

Although you wore Qesipgnated a henoficiary by the emmloyee wnder the
Fedoral Brployees' Group Life Inmuwance (7 SGLI) program us provided in
$ U.8.C., 3705, such designation $s aeparate and distinct from the designa-
tion of a beneficiury to receive unpald compensation wnder 5._U,8.C. 5592,
FYor this rewion, a bhoeneficiary desiganted under the FDGLI prograwm uvay
not e considi red as a beneficinry to receive unpaid cospensation,

In the absence of o denignated beneficiary, Mr. Browm, cs widower,
was entitled to the unpald corpensation., Accordingly, the denial of your
'clu.imiby onr T arnportation and Clainms Division was proper, and is herchy
sustaincad.,

8incerely yowrs,

: PAVL G, PEMBLING
For the comptroller OCeneral.

of the United Bteotes

cc: Departnent of the Army

U.8. Finance Support Agency

Bettlement Operations, Claims Division

Indianapolis, Indiana MW6249

Re: FINCS-AF-FA

Brown, Odslia
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