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Cdaby & Mnan
170X eismyivanla Avenue, 1W,

rwahlMton, D, U. 20006

Attention; Gen Perry bond, teq*
Crati 8, E=tberger, Keqg

CGntl*4l1

tI. Wefar to your letter of JnnuO"y X+v 1973, vih enclooure, amd
prior corrapon4cneo, protesting on behoxlf o0 il taw Z'lning Researcel
Corporcztion atainrat the cogc0aAtion of x&euoi t for propoun~sl 1o, W00123-
73-1.-0527, and tha aubsequel1t sole-nouron awavd of a contreut. 1y the
iav4a' Rofl onal Procurotwnt Offlco, Los Antel"u, California, to thn

Acropeec Corporation for furiohina technical su-prort sarviccms to the
Wavy 1s3ce Syatonm Activity, U1 Segundo, California.

Yor the rcasons ect forth baolo, wo ars unnble to queQtSn tho
proprioet of the card to Aoroapace.

The roquest for proposalf una Issued on Au~uvt lii, 1972, cad
eplcited rbonsarclh md development proposals on a rost-rlusarnr-foee
bisin for coupleting thrczo trukos (1) cvorall ayetci miwLnfcrtn's mOw
onolyots (or $riteflitt Ocaau Surveilanco SystoeD (2) censor enertncrino;
cnd (3) ntoto0n data operotims. Booamo of a cttaVe In thn *corQ of
the trork, tha Iavy datcrmniod that tlib requait for xopoaala no ivsued
v33 ±nacquntc. It vm ayvo doterniied otot ooly th' AesrumpAce Ct'rvortr-
ttot a uon-proflt ?odoral Contract Ieseerch Coutor liponsorad by, the
Dapartwcit of tha Air Force.could provido the tcclnictal oupport required
for czucutton of the taskcs I cd 2, ao revised. On Aueust 25, 1972,
ERMOLA advioed offerora that the subntotsion of propaosila war deforred
and on August 31, 1972v, 1TRPL fortally canceled tha original solicitation.

Suboequontly, the *ole-aource aard to Aerospace wAs tipproved by
Ths AMistAnnt Secrctary of ths Havy (Ronearch and DoM-opm nt). Tho

docialiou to vawaul wa concurred Sn by thce Departnent cif time Air Force.
On Daccabor 22, 1E972, a dotermination w.s mde F accordenco with
paragraph 2-407,8(b)(2) to bake the award notvtthtand.Lng thb protest.

You contend that a aolaource award to Anu:locaivn ttnauthorioed
beicause tho Plamntng Raurcha Corporation was erad to f4l11y cLpable of I.
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pntfordnsg the yovk covered by the m-ard to Arospac., ti addition,
7o0 WintG±1 that the ft1py!$ award to Aevovpae. *oletom thb recmntly
aumous3~ psttaent of DeEM'. poltey of; pxecluding YFti'1 Contract
Rasonoryi Centers from porformln$ t"wI which could be porfoin.d by
forwprouit companiw, citing te )llearins cm rgderal. Coztraet Rosearvlt
Centert Woretatoaq on Armd ttzscan 4 earcn and Dwimal,,ulsnt of
Cto Sonatl Cofoette44 on Arscd Oczvdctta 9on Cosero,:2d Pavop IInit 5o

at, 3229, 3231-32, 331X$11 (1972) guad 9., Rpt. oNo, 92-962, 92d 1n8vr
24 Seas, 99"100 (1972). Whila tlila second contantirwt raisea a^'question
of procurement policy vs opposod to the legnl rIroprtigty of the ,wrd
to Aoroapace, the uudnrlying cpasidentlins are the pn.n, As yS;-
trognitgo, n a uolr0 ourcu al;ar4 to Aetoapac to jitstiftcd, 0h11rO
* would bo no questio:. of A violation of Dmpsrtmont of Pckrneo polivLy
relative to tlz utiliratotio of Voder4l Coatract loaoarri Veaterac

A lottor dato4 Pleceor 29, 1972, wIth alhsu4edfdntelosuresa
ftro the )flputy Chief ci Uuavoi ?taterdal (Proctixvicut sv4 Production)
reporttng on tMe protent n.a xda uyalible ato you for cotvtnUt Q4
Janvzry 4i 1973, a eolfroauua ma held in our Off Ie with roprooarta-
tvea of tUi' Hmw anti tOm Plrtnntni tWeorc! OcvrpQrationt. Ia tndenAteml
in your inic;.nof Jmnutry 19, 3,973, tbu docmurntotina dinelos. by
thw. Nuvy taneI thm wurd to Aeropuqca on theu rotaid that it la the only
orfgmti1raU. qualified to perfori uaMer the twvincd iicopt oC vorn;. Your
ou',iMoaon quon3tions the tboromjaness of tha jayro cwtlotteoa of tlt
qualifiarttons of tho VUtoMnn Recoavli Covpvoatioc M.tlt repoet to
Oin PlxvminS Reaoarsch Coxporvti'mt'n qualzWertimon, you bQVO ouamittod
aubstantiul docuwmtatiou teeitifying to itri.ability to pcrforv caervice.
cS tho anture covered by our requcst for popoUtk.

In our Vvioe, tig conclusion ithich you ern from tae rotord-112r47y,
that tho Plvntiina leict:xch Corporttdlo is v lrel:l quailfioi r.2 Mxroopocc
to perfton thI vore - In brand ou tho aasawpoml that thero has been no
chnnge In the vcops of work.

DurS tbhe.4onfuomnca on JMUanry 4, 19f3, thu lNvy mprscenutat.va
sintninaed tOat there had been, In actp, a chnnne In thn aLops of tho

wrrk, aud that bot.anoe of thO clzwso the Mrospaco CorporatJora was tlia
only orcuintcction qualified to Verforti Ikrocvor, thoy aluo advdzd
that thc )rrtJneut aircatstAncon rIvolvod vcrc so highly; cloeniflod
that diuacosure of. tti ouvportirn documstatton ould not be mde.
lkavorthelcas, on January 15, 1973, our Geaeral Coimsel van cra7ly briofed
on tha petinout crcurmtanooo by rreaseatatLvea of tba Navy end tho
Mr 1'orce.

The hiphly clttanMv Tnformatitn prwA;iid ordaly md Infotation
In the record require us to cmldas that the wrord to Aarosp.ce was
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Accordinsly, youw protent is draity

Sincerely youru, /

(STOGED) ELMEI D, STAAT3
CTntroler General
of the United Sltates
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