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COMPTROLLEN GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATESR . (p 7
WASHINGTON, D.C. 30348 3 ”

Juy 12, 1973

Jamds X, Roscher
31359 BRlue Ridge Poulevard
Eansas City, Missourd S413k

Dear Mr, Roscher)

Ye refar to your letter dated Ny 13, 1971, with enclosures,
eddressed to the Finance Center, U.8, Army in vhich you request review
of the settlement dated April 30, 1971, of or Trwusportation and
Clains ivision vhich disalloved your elaim for reimbursemaut for your

vife's travel bLetween Wailuki, Emvaid, and Dallas, ‘Texas,

The record shovs that upon yow' assignment to Vietnam in xy 1969
you were in pay grade E-i with less than 2 years of military service
and thus not entitlsd, as provided in varsgraph M7000-1 of the Joint
Travel Regulations, to tranaportation of your vife at Goveriament
xpense in conrection with your change of permmnent station, Howvever,
at personsl expense your wire traveled to Hawail which you state was
ber parents’ residence., While ir; Vietiam you wers promoted to pay

gxede X-5, mxing you eligidls for. transportation of dspendents at
Govermmnt expesnse vhan otharwise authorizca,

on Septaaber 30, 1970, you were transfurred frem Vietnam to

. Oakland, California, via Havaii, for release fitm active duty on

Ostober 9, 1970, Following your arrival at your homs of record,
Kansas City, Missouri, you arranged for your *rif to tmavel by
eonmerciel mrans from Haweil to Xansas City. Acowrdingly, she flew
from Wallulku to Kansas City, with stopovers in Honolulu, Hewadd, and
Dullas, Texas, between Novesber 5 and 8, 1970,

On April 30, 1571, our Transportation and Claims Division
eonclnded that you were entitled to reisbursemsnt for your vife's
fravel detwoen Dallas and Xansas City, tut that you were not entitled
¢ reisbursamnt for ber transocesnic travel,

You have expressed the opinion that you ahould de relsbursed for

e entire ¢ost of your wife's truvel as curreat travel requlations

do not specifically provide for water travel between Haweii and the
sontinental United States. In any event, you appear to be c¢f the
opinion that you should be reisbursed for travel from tie Went Coast
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40 Kansas City, and not just frem Dallas to Kansas City, as you say that
your wife 4id not first enter the United Btates at Dllas, having
porformed land travel ws soon as har plans began to fly overland at the
VWest Conat of the United States. -

: Poragraph M7009+). of the Joint Travel Regulations provides that a
member who is rilieved from active duty 4s entitled to transportatim
of dependents not to exceed the entitlement from his last permanent
duty station or place to which his dependents were last transported at
Governmment expsnse to the place to which he elects to receive travel
allovances under paragraph 14157 of the regulations, Pamgraph MI157-1
indicates that a mesber xiy elect to receive travel allowances for
travel to his home of xecord, - - '

A limitation to allcwances permitted by paracraph MJ009 is shown
in peragraph M7000-1k, Tuis section provides that a meaber 10 not
entitled to transportation of a dependent at Jovermment expanse, upon
a permanent change f station, for transcceanic travel or for overseas
l1and trancportation i’ undsr parsgraph 11300-2, he is considered a
mexber without dependents., Members in grades highet than E-4 are
.considered as "menbers without dependents™ if their dependents do not
reanids in the viocinity of thie mamber's duty station (item 2), e if
their dependents ave not & thorized by the appropriate military cosvender
to be Eromt in the vicinity of the merber's overseas duty station
(4tem &), Because Vietnan wvus a restricted area vhile you were
stationed there, your wife s not authurized to be there nor wvan sie
present at your station. 7Therefore, you rie considered to have besa &
menber without dependsnts and thus not entitied to transoceanic
transportation nor to overssat land transportation of your wife at

" . Covernment expense,

Paragraph M1150-14 defines transocesnic travel as “all travel
vhich, if performed by surface wmeans of coctercial transportation
mr”::.:uny travoled route, vould rnguire the use of ocean-going
vob o

Under this definition, we huve regardsd:travel betwesn the State
of llavail and the 48 contiguous states as transoceanic travel, end -
thorefore subjest %o provisions of the Joirt Travel Regulations
nutd..t.:a such travel, Bee decislon 51 Comp, Gen, 362 (1971), oopy
enol» N .

! I you had been An ‘an eligidle grade at the time of your transfer
20 Vistoum, yuu would have been entitlcd to reizdbursemsnt for your -
um't\;huvvlm:hmwmot‘hm?m&ohﬂm
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states incident t0 har travel to Haweil, and similar reimburscom.. -

.. your veturn, Paragreph M7005, JIR, No veixbursemiat for ths over:

tiransportation wonld have been suthorised and, likevise, reimbursc:.

for the travel of your wife fxom Haweddi to mmua lht.u 18 not

euthorized. ) ,
© In dectsion B-1T33M0, Jme 9, 1972, eopy enclosed, incident to -

maber’s return from overseas for releane from aotive duty, he was

. yesponaidle for his depandants’ oversvas transportation from Tokyo,
Japan, vhich was held to terminate at the actual serial port of du. .
tion 1& thy continental Urited States. 8ince the dependents deber:..

. a% Nevw York City, New York,, paymmut of & moostary allowance in licu
transportation vas limited Lo the distarce from Ner York to Palmeri: .
Femnsylvania, the sssber’s hcwe of record,

Sim{iarly, vhers o menber entitlsd to transportation of depend:

in eccordance v:lth pereagaph NTV00 48 authorised a xonetary allowe: ..

in lleu of transportation, paraganph M7003-3h(3) includes paymint f:-

f“utum or serial port of debarlation ncmg_.g.uud. to the new
ation, .

( Bince your wite'a airial port of detarkation in the continente)

N United States was Dellus, Texns, and you may not b3 reimbursed for -
overssas travel, your entitlement t0 m\leage allovace for her trec: -
portation is limited ¢o the digstance frvm Dallas to your home of .
Kansan City, Nissourd., Vhile the oversens flight ficve Hewail over:
part of the land avea of the ccatinentel tinited States prior to ar..
&% Dallas, the fact remains thal yur wify's orerseas travel termir .
only upmm w\rrival at Dallas,

Acexrdingly, the dduallovance of your ol.‘h for additicnal
mishurssuentt {8 sustainsd,
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'M’ JOMNY'S,
e 2AVL G, DFMBLING
v 3+ Comptucller General
_. T of Qe United Gtates
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