COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. O34
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B-170778 July 23, 1973

Mr. John P, Helaughlin

Work Training Center foy the Nandicapped, Ina,
2233 Pair Avenua

Chico, California 95926

Dear Mr, HeLaughlin:

. Vo refer to your letter of May 22, 1973, concerning your claims for
roinbursenant of certain expenses incident to youir enploymunt by the
Forest Sorvice, Department of Asricultura, at the Job Corps Conservation
Centor, Alder Springs, California,

Wa wvill treat your latter of i‘ay 22 as a roquust for review of tha
settliement issued July 29, 1971, by the Cloimo Division of this Office
by which the four separate claims you submitted were dinnllowed, A copy
of the Settlament Certificate in question is enclosad for your ready
reforonce. :

Your claim for reimburaensut of $463.40 incident to the nontawporary
otorage of your houseliold goods for the peviod Hovember 14, 1966, through
July 14, 1970, vas disallowed becausa therc was no authority for the
Governnment to pay foxr the storaga of lhouschold gfoods in the circumatauces
of your casc, Tenmporary atorage of household goods nay be allowod at
Governwant oxpense if such storage is jncident to authorized traneporta-
tion of the housahold goods to an employee's otficial station., lowever,
.such traacportation and tounporary storase may be authorired only in ceses
of tronsfer of an employea froa one duty station to znother or in connec-
tfon with a ncv omployce's move to his first oirvicial station provided he
{s sppointed to a shortage catogory position as dotermined by the Civil
Service Commiesion, Gee 5 U.8,C, 5723, 5724, It ie clear from the
adoinistrative xeport of the facts in your case that you vere not trane-
ferred to Aldex Spring from another location at which you were smployed
by the Governnent and that you wore not appointed to u shortage catciory
position, Thorefora, oven tamporary storaga of your houschold goods
dncident to your move to the Alder Springs location way uot be alloved
at Goveramsnt sxpansc.

Nontemporsty storage of houschold effects of evployens stationed in
the continental United States may ba allowed under 5§ U.B.C, 5726(c) 1if
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tha station to which tha enployee ie assigned is in an isolated location
to which he cannot take or at which he is wmable to use his houscliold
goods. Thera is no indication in tha file that an aduinistrative deter-
nination designating tho Alder Springs Center an isolated location wam
wer made undor the provisions of the controlling statute, Accordingly,
thore ie no authority to reiusburse you the costs you incurred for atorage
of your housechold goods under the authority of 5 U.S,C. 5726(c).

With respect to your cleim for $12,50 in connection with the purchase
of a rasvidanca in Elk Creek, California, in August 1968, subsequent to
youx erxroncous separation, the reinbursemant of real estate expenscs la
authorized only in connaction with ‘the transfer of an employece, Sca
-5 U.8,Cs 5724a(a)(4). Since you were not transferred between duty ota-
tions in the intereat of the Government, there is no authority to rein-~
burse you tlie real cotate expense in question.

Your claim for reimbursament. of long distance telephone callo nade
in connection with your erroncous separation in the anount of $419,98
woo also disallowed in the settlenent of July 29, 1971, Although an
employea who has been erroneounly separatad by his apency may bo entitled
to backpay for the period of his erroneous separation under 5 U,5.C. 5596,
there is no authority for the CGovoimment to yeimbursa such an employee tha
costs which ha 1aay incur in seeking reinstatement throush correction of
tha erroncous astion,

Your claim in the amount of $504.05 for your travel and that of your
family and for trannpertation of your houachold pgoods from Aldor Springe
after your erronecus separation in lay 1958, as wall as for a miscella-
neous oxpensa allowanco in connection with that rove, nust also be viewad
as being related to your scparation. The expanases you incurred in moving
from tha Aldor Springa worknite whethe:r incident to your erronaous separa:
tion or ircident to separation follouing a reductjon~in-force action
would be conoidcred personal expenses for which raimburseament is not
authorized by law, Thera 18 no authority to allow you reimburxeement in
conpaction with that mecve under 5 U,5.C. 5724 and 57240 because a trans-
fer of station was not involved, In thav connection ve note that the
authority tontained in 5 U.S5.C. 5724a(c) to pny traval ond tranasportation
expenscs of employces who are reewmployed within one ycar following their
esparation as the result of a reduction in force or transfer of function
would not be applicabla in your cage since it does not appsar that you
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vera reemployed in the Faderal gervice sfter your acparation from the
position you held in thr Forest Service.

. FYor the reasons stated tha settlenant of tha Claivge Divieion of

July 29, 1971, disallowing payment of your four vouchers, as discussged
above, is sustained, '

A cipy of this decision-is being furnished Conpresswman lerold T,
(Mzz) Johnson purpuant to his raquast fovr our report in the matter.

, Bincevaly yours,
E. H. Korsa, Jr,,

For tho Comptroller General
of the United Stutes
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