
United States General Achcounting Offitce EtO~fice of
Washirigton, DC 20548 q General Counsel

In Reply
Refer to:

* j t -. , I Cs 7., ; e

! ~~ 1,;,1 . -

t' f: * - r t ' a .~~~~~~~~~~~qail 1 t. L ' f I 8 . !8f ' 0 j il) ? l ) t; '~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

v W .: .~ t: r ,

f r.ttlt 4 v"!ii~;trl> 't4 t:'t t -
. t*1 1:' tl i': : l1 ~~~~~nA". 7;ii ttg@,r i

* rJt;l*~t : .;s;~ 's- ) '.; { , t¢6ttl.f 
': t ';;'.if J I*t t:- ~ si;ii'J \t ',X1a

l : tri ;: -:. X: ils - r; .rrz:et {r> -
;| r;:. ... t a t - * iw nll-,;] ;t3 t{ 'l . i. l i:

*;'T.r -r ;i!l t>+ix if t 5 ; )i 

.iri- ., ;. .¢W-.I -r l. . i! . -. f rti

t t I - " l' i I t . i _ 1, t , , t

t~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t . .t r .- tt-t -f t, l l i 

t. 1 *1 s-t i Wr ; L ;t \ its II is .I (I t~ r!t il
l.. .. t i i .l:> *l 'tti~t 'L 't1 'r~l~

.. .*:: i :, .;. i t^. no,^l:s ' .. 'tr ) -t -Jrt.i l X s {- + It .,J ,,* ~ .^} r* ts 'i
..*t } !)%, !. > t }*;t^- / ,t ;t t1~vr.; -t>II51rt * ;-- -; s v % t s a t l t - " l t - t; f t - 7;r. S 1 5; 1. i . f ! - ( f | :- i §: , '~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

.,>t: ) .*t: ses i a, ^ i 8 :, 6> t: 1.: t } l r'1 t ''; *.i t '

3 ^ ^ . '; | : > r? il '2 ! C t 1. l i ! t: ' g ' z 1 s t t t i 5 l .!; -r > '.t @ ! " f w tl i 0~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- -, II

,~~~~~~~~~~( ! A ;:: kt . N#t | | ¢>

* ,,,;*. >. r,; , j l t r*.t -1^ A), lr "- " } l ¢! t g E t I r
is ,;;1lo ok '!" :i ' i.l.;- 't~t r l~ ie1 Ti

\~~~~~~~~ L. 8 i C '{14fit| { ,{t*¢t ew! ." 



tC!o<t. it; t r;. w-sq U .ot ' i 5r1 tr. t!1.- Cv f rn:W rp1.
I flK~ir C'&; lt. rnlr ! "t^ii ) Ie inteir 'it.e I co1 (Žetroriic s'r to "t
*s;;:l L~tr.'. 1t. : tfler ;ti) '? 'Q-\'itteod :!nsazcfrartno~d~ ftrnt Cwi
Sid I':nt cb'ir:cr i'ticr rr~"uire "y t'r "lv Irlt'it roirin.

.'vcnrLo'*1fs 13sjcIt:v\it~h Ii:! nt filel it'; ':rostnit
siti cur;; Y fjfŽ ntIl. ir "wy' %- Dv,7 w b1 2 t oit ttj t

nrr Xt:-..t .;r1M tiflt Iwely> Ufltt~f Y CiCitl ?2(it 'v nit or Fi I
Ii tb.;t. £r c&er. ! , 4' C, ,l . vP art. I2') ( l'7( ) ,br. ca'jn-
it hz;|;Il t :7Q' fn filcl' ith in 10 :Y w t v'r the Ar' . t!?
2P01 4iI VECLCI th oJtCt rOnic f1 rnPfl.'ir !; "o, I'-) 
Jiiiic: 1,, l''7Lje7 17 4t AA ¼

tI sc nct r. 1 v, L"c!-;' it, ; W*IrLg 's- ct-< ruwn--on iHfr a taio)
;of cur leci. .r , Thr twi Lii cmiten'Ie 1 thrit nn A'an ir 2,.
)7J', iet.tI:Ir ir v tt 'r riy ( recincIn ?.rr1 :') c -nnnti-
it t. i t he iiil I t fIci ver nc 8cjr:e cy at c-io trn A:i t br (-or'!,
tlii ::rotnrL i: a s rI ely r:ec.s-imrw it w:a; firled in on1 v

s; .- *( :, .r c'C;Il Itvji th.Lat; thA yr I i IA' let ter ne rcbl V
r !r.u r.i t.O'- r. v' P ear I ir roe ur-a] to vont lcl'7or fl .sL1-i U't 
;rf.G. t-i 'iUI I ijrq: el z;qctsit.1 th vn 'mt it a rcvS I;F!l r o , r. a
ctrf' Yr,'r'q to. th e o ic %iittion. , lt.bnucifho tirsc wi n lIat'±'r

0Z r'32s'Ufl lc~ic~e Ve titcfl ;'nc : 1W i vr' CU'r' A r:ny cor I(eenryr I Pei
r "iict: ijpn I- the oror;oeLa I in it ir n,!vCr rQ -f r Pfn v ac (inn

cvcu r r •i; IF9 Aiur y 2) (3 ral rinitj i ) , I ot tItc- 1 ct.e t :
ireh 3 (-1 Lttir i.h.1; in , !q T c vt:it to inircrr o:tA nrner ttn)

turin t tIC ets >'^l r; ':r eirw~l5 i -rn kr t I3ni -', WC' ;rt -

.it * :jw)7 1 ; 7

si 9'':)tid!8 i l:l | '; r'?rOf~rsct'. trn r.ho( I'l *1 *Žt' i <¢iX't-Ili if r r? r oh~.rv 7ii- flrpN 
'-;!g .t 1" -l itS ' ~i.L~ittflct.ion I Li: t... rati )rs '1
ti . !; .it.r mr i1 irs rnrntv: . ,nrq nertc'ysa.rv L.)
z 'It! r I- A,.'. r, v r n i; It irroctirc, Irt' .'sre not Iurtenc-1

:v :n i L 1 r .- r L tIt.tr, !. 1ri 'rtt 'frholsn', Y nc
::j''.3 1', J.* :.n rv .27, I'ii',,7 1 l 7't.&' '.i, I. t.(v

. a r i t r :' *I nirj '1'i:'rct. 

12^ 5n .. mfr iu-, >cit.t.'.:r, .' t Zttf"k(L .o r f.
trv1 t tic: r i ,: ttr t lii t (cr -t.; o; f t.¾,

l t~~~~tl. i~~~~t !l'i~ t ''ot A!(i. 'it>t .- RstAcwi.



! f fOct Ivr !u? i it ohio o(occtrai
:.t n tlIri ir noeo rn"ry sro Nt tit- the
tiq e r jxh wicsV i fir or"narttinity to
')rc'soewni their CaFsJO rind i)roto53t3 can I)e
rer.olveA Jr i;., rem3orial f- p naQcIy nainrer,
Th'he tiwi1.inefisi rtiles iro intnndeel to
n-rov ite for e!;)or IL iout coi nid.,r at, ton
.) 1Ojec:Lionn to DrocurCnonnt CtLionn
1ii1thowit uindluly burdlaninr tnil lellyiri
tlhi procorerrent prom q.n ,o" !iervico
fie>tr i;Iutorr'3 liii. _(1tocongr Ilii8iton)|) ,

t!ifai,49S r tc~~ VI(iq imn.17, CP-F;i -c'Ffl -

2czctin n.20 2(c) of our FiU3 Protest Procedlures,
4 CI',P. cart 20 (1078), rloeo' permit. considerontion
of untine)y roratQsts whero .ool ca'ur- is nhovwn or
wher; iARUoeQE !Ai tnitfieant to u procumnrernt. r'r.ctices
ar e raisea.C

'The (ood criure oxcertion generally refers to
Vuolhe cocimiel11ii-q reason beyoncl the protent.er'n control,
Nhich 1'reventeLi it from fiMin"i a time3ly nrntn st, 53(10
&2 ('omp. Gen, 20, 23 (1972)p RPM 1i1llltr tnlluLrinn1 -
Itic. (PlrnpvnrAiration), 4,-)R71I3 Thiuiu~ry Y417

*~~~~- C- _ . .tace, w. r- . .... .y7j75sfci 32, ?4O swti-hl C iECUl~t~tafl~cef wefre nllerteni byt

'l'hl itn dill ficznt incmuc ecertLl',n iIn l i',ltecl to
mi- tt.torr wli h are of i'idrerprneacl itttermit to the nro-
culefr.ent comrun I ty and1 in invokeil Soar [wIly no that
tIti cI Vl o (is -'w sLrind nrrl do not beconoe meain incylens. Cf.,
Cat 1yt.ic, in)or.onraPte3, '3-187 144, )otmember 23, 19 7 6,
716-)' GU 4451, ;Ho Gi riothin in th.%e erjcs-.nt cose to
*/nrtant invokinq thi; oxceQtion. Cur (.'ffice hwas
trre31piiLly cornnidered nrotafts concerniivt retstri tive
srnecificationm- in circun'rtrnces nl'ni]ar to thor;e
uille:jed oy Pteck:witlh. moreover, It it) well .wLtled bv
our Mffico thrt. thn exclusion of ene or, tore potpntial
off.rora3 Crcv, a r'irticulr coinpeLition 1one not rinroIr
i smecific:at tin idutily restrictivo ilf, in fac'L, t.he
,11 eoificattlon reptreslnties I.Pitimate noeldr, of the: Govern-
01"tn t !!ee;!sorox Cornor atiori, .- 1] 7497, !'Itrc h 14, 1)77,
77-1 -'- -.



a~~~~~~~- Li - h ;

r Il!' C,, N g, 7

.JTO r tI'o t r ri* !i t -c it r rct i : i i --
--: -i t . it in ir \xs Ir ~ti 't Ifl :'.i't: J~' WI; V'#" ' .jVl

2 3 L 1 o 1. f~t.1 ~I r L, 

:, .ll ln t ol!& .re*Pt 7e! jl:* t~it~t. :{< ti-lfl trT Ec. LO¢
.u: i.:t'lc| IJ m'i r ur->r tK, t'Iet*' 6¼ Ot Is onU;..e ton ¾t.

. * *~ "C C (' *S tJ ) ( ) ( ) 9w]t) s~b, o etr irt ' ln] tYrt tr.ro

',1! ;' :clt. ' i t [ :it.) '2 !'') I tn;! ccmlt U nrA 011 tov~flhf'r 2,'
u r tlor , .rit v i n ll na'T e'I r; y-c i! t. L loller

* r 1ch I ixrir r'ne I hnc: itFhI , flL:-

':irtii: zos rr t':, ir: '/.I nroi.rt .ltri liU 1 0. If r.-t " i n
I. :. -r . it i21 4!-I' I: I :,1 t' rneti tc r 1, DI.; kV 'hot !l., i1 i r '<ct I t t!

t : ''.t '. Cj tI;,( ' CI)F 1! S ifl l'.JI f;.1"t 1ih\.: I.-;IIr {(. s
:(.~, iL'tl;O(Tr i t: JrL2.2C rA . i~c.'t to in#tt*r'ijrvc wh a It r c' -rI s

' s i' r i [ ; | t7 t -:1 l)8,' n t i or t} 'ov~v .'l1 ioiltt ' t im C i{!{ b,% : t t: 

* At'; 1 '7 - 1 ;.; - .1il- 1s's'.g$8talu *):L t o r* n3

.rew ;vti r jci I I:- ti.:'rII ;z'. , ' ; ~1t,4 r ; ik j)I, - _j K t ti .

mu l~v, tiez cvi vtie1e ;w.1ich) Thknalt' pivl i''Žck¶* lt'
v t:.rnu i L rcr n cir t ittent i r I. 'lId1jf. n rt in our viw; 

jULtiV Il r't-r r o! tfie Lt. rr t c tIN i.2.Airt.iL'nt of

-t~ 1 i' 1t1 ! ' * t?'\ # t !f nllol OS '.II " I " c r , "
1'J.7 Ijt!t L: ).. i';ar 'itl rr't '.I r riv.!

,i Ar rr- re . '.")111' q

Ii1 t: .;1h) .1, o I r r

-In I r IN I I)oonvel




