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Deat Mr. Freediant

We have received your vi cspntR letter containiQti
pdditional&rl1egatioflf of improprietiae by a

a u ta security quardl contractV t the

United States b1tglk#ISliD±Cl2A1lt. .g~odt'? U
Im-hingtQns .' 

¶i'Ith regcd to your atatcmtints concerning none
performffance by, the contractor, asnWe explained' in

our decision 8a194016, February 16% 1797khCSG
are matters of contract adcinist:at3on. an9/ as asuch,

are not for resolution under oui BldI S k iEP,
.loweVer, as stated In theV deoisb-n, a

copy of your original letter was brought to the

attention. of the Sacretary of Unalth, Education.
and Welfare.

You also ask whether a contractor`8 unsatisficd,
current and ong-joinq federal tax lien at' the time of

bid and avard violatefl the statutory, regulatory.

and/or other legal requirements under your' jriSdic
ticn."

we are astare of no statute or regulation which

specitfcally prohibits a contractor who has anr

outstanding tax lien froa receiving an award.
Howeverle A contracting offEcer tust precede the

award of a contract with an affirmative sieterminintion ¾
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that the contractor in responsible; that Li, the
contractor's financlal resourcesr equiVfentr
ability, past performanco and integrity, indipato
it can succesasfully porforui the contract,, Tho
existence of an outstpnding unsatisfled tezx lien
is one factor which should be coneidermd by the
contractinq off icer in determining t.h1q1 resNpono i-
bility.'of the potential awardee, Bee qederal
Procurement Requlations, subpaErt1 wife'

'Affirmative responsibility deten"iinatiun1
Involve subjective judgnents which aril largely
Within the discretion of the procuring officLAls
who must suffer any difficulties which result
from a contractor's inability toaprtorro FOL
this WreaIon, we have declined tctrev'ew Ruch
deteroinations absent either a quest ton of com-
plianwco by a bidder with definitive guidelines
or a showing of fraud, timely raised in accordance
with our lid Protest Procedures.

We trust this answers your inquiry.

Sincerely yours,

Ronald B rger
Assistant General Counsel
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