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Th& [Ionorable Donald n. Riegle, Jr.
Ilnited Statos Senator
1050 Mctlamnnra Federal Buildincj
DetrolA., Michigan 48226

Attentiones 1r, Michael Pt Sminth

Dear $enatcr niegles

Wo refer to the matter of Rivera Contract tng
Corporation (rivers) which was riferred to this Office
by the rrnployment Standnrdn Adminitratlon, Office of
Federal Contract Compliunce Progrmts, United States
Department of Lator.

Rivors" complirint, ensentially, is that due to
harassment, threats and diocrimination by the Michigan
Department of rlighwayw and Transportation it (Rivers)
Ibaa iiuffered financinl Losses and impairment of its
credit rnting with the resulting Iona of state con-
tractsv.

We note that In it. lotter of March 31, 1900, to
your office, the Department of Labor state. that our
office is charged with the responsibility of inventi-
gating complaints of alleged discrivmination involving
minority contractors and subcontractors. This in a
misuhderstanding on the part of the DPpartment of Labor
concerning our jurisdiction. Whilo it is true that
under our bid protest jurisdiction w will investi-
gate certain allogationo vf dincrimination,,thin is
true, only if it is alleged that the dimarirdnation
was.the basmi for the rejection of the complainants
bid on a Federal contract. 6ee Joseph Legat Architecta,
B-107160, December 13, 1977, 77-2 CPD 45.a However,
oven% where a Federal contract'iu involved, which the
information furnished to us in'icates iu not the case
here, we will not consider allegations of diecrimuina-t
tion occurring during performance of the contract.
See Araco, Inc., 1-132740, 7anuary 28, 1976, 76-1 CPD
54, and Muutang trial Cleaners, f-172531, March 5,
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Fcr the sbove reaoons, We tunt 1wflino to take
any action in thbi matter.

Sincerely yours,

'in-fry I. Vim (lova

Por Milton J. Socolaar
General Counsel
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