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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON

AUG %1 1931

‘UG ““

Fodoral Trade Cormission.
Sir:
Your loetter ‘of Auruat 10, 1937, is as followse

*Herewith are bills of the United States Rocordinr Conpany
for $12,40 and Herris & Bwing for 310 sovering the cost of two twelve
ineh recordings of a spoech mede by the President of the United
Stetes at ths ceremonies held om July 12, 1937, in connection with
the laying of the corner-stone of the new Federsl Trade Commission
Wuilding, and & group photogroph of the metibers of the Federal Trade
Cempissioh respectlvely, -

“These two items were ordered by the Federel Trade Comxlsaion
for the nurpose of enclosing then in the metal contalner which was
placed in the corer-store ln scoordasce with the usual oustom, and
the Cormission Ime approved tho payment of those bills. The photo-
grazh referred to wns setuslly pleced in the retal container but as
this oontainer lsd to be hermetioslly sealed prior to the time the
cersticnies were held it was izmpracticalle to enclose the recordings
of tho s;eeeh referred to. An offort was usde to gancel tho order
for the speech recordings Put this osuld not be ascamplishsd ss the
squipmont neseasery Yo nake sane had been 1nst:anod snd the carpeny
expsoted payment therefar,

"The qucstion has been reised &s to the availability of the

sppropriatien of the Federal Trade Conrisaion %o pey tha enclosed

bills. The approprintion aot of the Federal Trade Commission pro-
vides a5 fallows: '

®t¥or five coxdszioners, end for all other authorised expendi-
tures of the Federnl Trade Con:issiem im performing the duties ire-
posed by law or in pursusnce of law, including searetary to the
Caurdssion and other persomel serfvices, contract stenographic re-
porting services; supylisa and equipment, law books, books of refer-
enee, pericdicels, parasgze rentals, traveling expenses, including not
to exceed YOO for erpenses of atiesdauce, when specifically euthor-
ized Uy the bomninaicn, et meotings concerned with the work of the
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Federal Trede Corr:issien, far nmpl.pcﬂ sud pross ¢up~vinga not to
exosed $600, foreign postroe, and witness fees and miles;e in eg-
sordence with seetion 9 of the Federal Trede Comilseion Aoty
$1,950,0001 Provided, That the Comniusion may prosure supplies end
ssrvices withaut remrd 40 sevtion 3709 of the Keviesd Statutes '
(VeBaCe, title !a. sc0, 5) when tho a;;gmgnt. txounrt involved dovs
not exoeod ‘wn

"Tour deaision as to the amlabulty of the W?Mmﬂm of
the Commission to pay fer. these two i.m is rexpsstiully requested.”

Expensse of _renordxng t;n Presidenk's apaech end photegraphing
the members of the Comnission were ot roquired is the perfermssce
of the Mm-wnonbymnznmowluwwrmm
Trade m:ﬁi’m snd the appro_p-riatiou Tor tho expeuses of your Com-
miselcn is not thorefore eveilnble for euch expecsese

The laying el eornersbomes has been ,emnoow- ®ith the ocn~
structicn of publie tuildings from time imuemeriul end eny expeases
necessarily imidcnﬁ thereto are gensrally ohargeadble to the sppro-
priation for oemstruotion of the bullding, 7The uses of sueh eppro-
priation are primarily for mmmawmmmam of the
mm-ry of the Tmtury, u‘ho J.f in doubft as to thh Part&auhr.
sxpenditure may sulmiy the muttm to this orﬂao for decm:m. _

The inolosures in ywuy letter mrswmdc 5

| | Respeotfully,
(Signed) R. N. Ellioft

R Lctlng Comptulhr ('bntul
of the Unitad Sdetes,
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