;
A
N

COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20543

APR 12 1972

Kr. Barold J. Pa.rrall

Authorized Certifying Officer .

United Btates Deparftment of the Iaterior
Regional Office, Region T .

Buslding 20, mrhderalcenher
Denver, Colorado 80225

Doar Hr. ?amu'

Reference iz mede to your letter dated March 8, 1972, with enclosures,
referencs 7-300, requesting an sdvance decision as %o vhether & voucker in
the emount of $27.28 im favor of lir. (erald R. Latimer, an cuployee of the
Gaited States Depertment of the Interior, Buresu of Reclematiom, may be
certified for payment 4u view of ‘he circumsisnces hereinafter slleged.

A3 stated in your letter of Harch 8,.1972, the record indicates that:

"In bis claim Mr. Lotimer is asking for nlleage expense in lieu
of the taxicab fare Pfor travel involving him-as a pilot on
par dlem involved 6n. thesa drys dus-to the short lengthiof -
absence from his:offidlal Quly station.-:Es further claimg*
mileage expense for-travel irvolving hin:ag-a-piiot-for the -
period from 6:25:a:m.;-Febtuary 13,1972 tlirough-6:10 pomyjing &0«
February 18, 1972. In eech instanse the mileage expense claims
mfar%rwm trip dfstance from his residence amd -

Btapleton Intermational. A;rpcxrt whare the mmeau of Reclemation
W is located ,

"Wr. mnmreportatothizban@r vhich i3 considered his
office, for duty each day vhether to fly 2s a pilot or co-pilst
“or for maintsnanse of the asircraft. On the days he does fly
ha must saturally reparb early endugh to perform his noml
pmﬂightmmtcmnce :

mwmwmmmmmmm, Yyou have asked the following
qmtians :

"1s the mileags from his resiience to Stspleton Internatisnal
Mrpm and refurn to his reswenee proper. for payment on the
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2 daye he flles ss pilot or co.-pilot! Should per diem allowence
begin at the time he leaves his residence and erd upoa return
to his residence?” ,

Office of Management and mm (eém) Cireular ¥o. A-T (Stendardized
Goveroment Travel Regulauom) » ruvided August LT, 1971, sectiom 2.1
statas:

: "d. Betwveen residence and office on travel is
gm.mr te Em?é% or approved for
taxicab fares, plus tip, from the exployee's bhome

to his oa‘riceonthedaylsedepammmﬂcﬁweoneu
official &ip st least one night's. [ end from
his office to on the day he retizms W his office
mmmmamwwmmmmnm
office end carrier terminal." (Rephesis added.)

Tais saction is apparently serving ms the hania for nr. Latimer's
uileage claim 4n conjunctisn with sectien h.22(2) of 0B Circular Bo. A-T

which statss:

"(2) Round trip vhen in lieu of taxl between residence

and office on day of trevel. 1B Lieu of the use of taxicab
inier 2,34 payment on a mileage basis at the rate of 1l cente
par uile aBd other ellowable costs as set forth im B.Yc wily~’«¢ ’:

be alloved for round trip wilesge of 8 privately dwned sutomo- -7
bile used in commection with an employee going from his reai- ...
dsnce to bis place of busipess or returning from place of
business o residence od a dny travel is performed. Eovever,
the swount of reimbursement lor ths round trip will not exceed
the taxicad fare, including idp, allowable under 2.3d for a
one-vay trip between the points imvolved.” (Zxpbasis added. )

Pursyant tothaawre-qmted aectim, in order for lr. Latimer to
receive reimbursement for milasge expense in lien of taxicabfare betveen
his residence and duty station, he must have departed “from his office on
en official trip requiring at leagt ope night's lodging * #® #.," (Section
2.3 supre.) (Ruphasis added.)

Torefore, of the 248 miles for which Mr, latimer seeks reimbursement,
only the 62 milee which he treveled incident to the Pebruary 13 through-
Pebruary 18, 1972, trip would qualify as reimburesble mlleage 1f properly
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g approved at this tims. Ve assume his travel order (copy pot forverded
g here) did rot contain sny prior suthorization to tbat effect. The prior -
F mileage claimdmmtthe result of officisl trips vhich required one

—_—

As&abenperdtminneuofsuhsistence should o8 Fehruary 13
Rinh and end on Felruary 18; 1972, ve note that section 6.6e)6f the Standarmdized

- mzmwmmvfstautmtwﬁwmatmtmm

employee leaves his home without regard to the fuet {hat he mey de ea route
to & common carrier tarminal. Compare ssction 6.9¢/of the former regula-
ttons. Thus, Af mileage ig approved for Mr. Latimer on February 13 and
February 18, 1972, ouwr viev is tha% his per diem would begin from the time
he left his home and would end when bhe returned therets. OF course that
coclusion 13 not 0 be underatood as entitling an employee to per diem
vaen ba porforms substsmtial officlel duty (one hour or more) at his offtce
bafore his finel departure or upon his retwrn thereto. Here, the duty
performsd by the employes pricr to departure was reloted to his acting as
pilot or co-pilot mr the alrplang and Ay be dlsvegaraed

" The voucher, uith swporﬁngpapcm, is ntu:medberewithforhemung .
in accordmce mth the fom@oing o HIT2ILEYE . . . L.
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