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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20342

7 NOV 30 ¥
B-Ligks

Mis Mildred J. Kell

—— —Auhorized Certifying-Of'ficer
Though Fiscal Management Officer
Iiternal Revenue Service’

ar Miss Kell:

e refer to your letter of September 20, 1971, your reference A¥FF:1lm,

amidressed to our Claims Division, forwaerding two travel vouchers of

K. ¥. C. Qaines for reimbursement of subsistence and transportation ex-

~, Penser incurred by his wife incident to bis iliness while on temporery

" k) duty in Denver, Colorsdo. Your letter was forwarded here by the
deshington Office, Internal Revepue Service, with the explanation that it
was your intent to request an advance decision regarding the allowability
of Mr. Gaines' claim.

In hie letter of August ll, 1971, sddressed to the Reglonal Fiscal
Menagement Offficer, Southeast Rezional Qffice, Mr. Gaines indicates that
“ he was assigned to temporary duty in Denver, Colarado, from February 27,
1971, through February 26, 1971, and that on February 26 he became 111
and was admitted under emergency conditions to St. Joseph's Hogpltal.
His wife was issued a transportation request by the Atlanta office for
her travel, and traveled to Denver on the Z6th and remained there until
hie release on March 2, 1971, when both returned to Atlanta, Georgia.
Mr. Gaines states with regard to his illness and the necessity for his
wife's travel to and stey in Denver:

"Dr. Friedland estimated from the reduction of my hempgiobin
that the loss of blood fxom the initial hemorrhages wes approx-
imately one and a helf pints, He was unable to determine im-
mediately if I had 2 perforated ulcer or not. Had this been
the csse, surgery would have been necessary.

"I bad no.one in Denver who could have suthorized medical
treatwent or surgery for me if my condition had worsened,
and I was unable to give such aunthorization myself.” -

Paragraph: 6. 5\/1’ the Standardized Sovernment Travel Ragulations, as in
effect at the time of the travel here involved, provides for the contin-
uetion of per diem expenses and for the transportation of an employee who,
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while on temporary duty, bccoaes incapacitated due to his il.lnees or
injury, as follows: '

"6.5 Illness or injury.--a. Whepever a traveler takes

; leave of absence of any kind because of being incepecitated _
¥ due-to his-1llness or injury, not due to his own misconduct,

3. & prescribed per diem in lieu of eubsistence, it any, will Ye
continued for periods not to exceéed 1k calendsr . dsys (in-

cluding fractionsl days) in any one period of abzénce unless,

under the circumstances 4n s particular caee, a longer period

is approved.

» * * N *

"b. Traneportation sxpenses to exployee's designated
post of duty and per diem sn route may be authorized or
approved whenever the employee becomes - incspacitated due
to illness or injury, not due to his own miseonduct, while
en route to or vhile at tempcrary duty statian pr:lor to
cozpletion of temporary duty assigment. :

There i3 no authority, bovever, for the paymnt of subsistence ex-
penses for the spouse of an. employee who becomes i1l while on temporary
duty. Under paragreph 6.5b;\quoted ghove, this Office has suthorized rein-
bursement for the transportation expenses of an enploy%e's spouse Vhere
the determination has been made by the employee's attending physicien that
in order for the employee to travel back to his ofPiclal duty staiion the
services of en attendent were required and tke travel of the vife to join
the employee end to accompsay him on his retwm travel as such sn sttendaht
wes administragively euthorized or approved. See B-127109,)April 6, 1956,
and B-165917,)July 13, 1970, copiee enclosed, Even in those cases, ‘there
is no basias for the authorization of subsist.ence expenses for the gpouse

% of the enployee

! . In accordance with the sbove the vcuchers, returned herewzth, may not
; be certified for pe.yment. . _

f : P N Since're]s yours,

Re.? }\ELI:ER

Debuty COmptrollar General
‘ of the United States
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