COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548 1 1 O 9
ZUNTRALAN 3¢ Ji080809 QL QIITOI0

saemaloon bre srldicis Istsse?
B- . Sagrs = wseinelal NOV 22 1967
162606 RELEASEIL
Mr. Leo Golmon - . =
422 12th Street

Alexandria, Iouisiana 71301
Dear Mr. Golmon:

We refer to your letter of Septesber 18, 1967, and enclosures con-
cerning our Claims Division's settlement of Septamber 6, 1967, which
disallowed your claim for reinbursement of the expenses you incurred in
purchasing safety orthopedic shoes incident to your amploymsnt by the :
Department of the Amyy as an automotive mechanic at Fort Folk, louisiana.
The circumstances surrounding your claim are set forth in the sbova
settlensent and need not e repeatad hare,

The well-established rule is that when special clothing is suthorized
to be furnished by the Coverrment no employee o may be entitled to such
clothing can make himself a creditor of the Gavermment by voluntarily
pumhasingtbsmath&amexpemandwoui@tatge, ermeent
to veimburse him for such persoumal expense. 2 Comp. Gen. 1d. 627 (&
and cages cited tharein.

The provisiona of S U.5.C. T903 together with the Department of the
Amy regulations AR 32-301 and AR 385-32 issved under that law authorize
the commarding officers of Ammy installations tb procure special clothing
ad equirment, including safety siwes, for the protection of personnel in
the performance of their assigned tasks, However, nelther the law nor the
regulations contain 2 provision vhich sould authorize us to reimburse you
for the sum expended by you, vhich the record indicates wvas incurryed pri~-

marily by reason of your personal choice,

In the circumstances, the disallowance of your clainm mast be and is
sustained.

Sincersly yours,

FRANK H. WEITZEL

Assistant or |
of the United States






