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'rln owuu General:

s mumumMms-umaéawamt”, igs2,

32 Comps Cen, 12, wherein it was held that funds recsived by repre-
ssntatives of the Federal Bureau of Investigation from the installation
" of wending mashines in its divisional offices are required to be de-
posited in the Treasury of the United Statas ss wmiscsllaneous receipts
wder seotion 3617, Revised Statutes, (31 U.Z. Code LBL).

Instructions are requested as to what chmplinonr policy with
respett to chargss for vending machines mtauodoncovnmeprop-
erty are to be made as a8 result of this decision. -

: While the specifis faots ruled upon cover only"f\mdcacmdnd
"by the Pederal Bursau of Investigation from the installation of vend-
mmm,- thud»hi.on goes on mto- -

“Itmmmmutantviaotmmd Accounting
Office that funds deriwved from the installation and
operation of vending msehines in Goveriment-owned or
oontrolled property, are funds reseivad 'for the use -
of the United States! « # # gnd, as such, are required

. t0 'be deposited in the '!rouuryu wiscelleneous receipta,

" in the abssnos of express statutory authority to the
mtmv "

mm-, thlpauoyottho Osneral iscounting Office had been
stated to W in the Acting Comptroller General's mrnndu ot July 19,
19&2;, A022 (f11e he n!d.th) as follows:s .

"rhonumuhodng***astovhethsrﬂw vanding

mashine was installed and is operated Yy the Governmsmt
or by m eployees! moeiaﬁ.on or other eoncessionaire.
If by -the formery, of course profits should be -
covered as yequired by mtion 3617, Rerised Statutes,
btut 11 by the latter, I dovdt that we may properly '
queation the practice except to the extent that appar-
mtly it fxdls to provide for reimbureing the Govermment
for its costs sush as for electrie wmt, ate.

"In tho abaencs of definite information on the above
question as to installation and operation, I would
mancthtbmt*nuunmqms.md
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t0 show it is Dased on the sssuaption that ths vending
machine was installed by the Goverrment or with its
consent and is operated wmder its direction, or words

Carrying out that pelicy, in our inspections of hundreds of
Fedorel installations, we have asked only for the depoait of the cost
of eletiric current consumed by the machines (as near as it can con-
veniently be oowputed) whanewer the wachines aye found to have been
installed by an exployees! association, an officerst, NCOs'y, or on-
1listed man's club, officers! zess, civilian cafeteris associstion, an
"mofficial® non-profit organisation (such as 0SI's in this building),
or a concessionaire of sny of them. For lack of statutory clarification
of their status, post exchanges have boen treated similarly. B-45103,
Septenber X3, 1952, No instance is recalled in recent years whers the
machines were fonnd o be the direct installation of the Government
astivity, ‘ '

To give effect to Shis poliey, the Publie Bulldings Adainistration
and the Departaent of the Navy have preascribed a flat monthly charge
avereging cut the normal consuaption charge for each type of machine.

Very oonsiderable sume hawve besnt oollected and settled upon the
ourrent charge basis. As a sample of one NOW in process see the ab-
tached copy of pages 1l and 15 of the repert of our recent inspasction
of the Dergetrom Air Foree Base at Austin, Texas, I-173%90.

Numerous oral inquiries are being received in ths fisld asz to
whather the langnage of the decision of Aggust 29 conteoplated a
change in the policy roferred to; ssveral <ollectlions and settlemants
ares currently wmnder way, some of them yetroactive,

Speeifically, instructions are requested whather the requirement
of the decision i3 to be limited to those cases, if my theve be, where
the aachines are installed and maintained under the direct suspices of
the department or agensy occupying or in charge of the promises (ex-
cluding post exchanges, clubs, and the like as listed shove).

(Signed) . 1. mi1ig

Chief of Investigations
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Chief of Irvestigations 32 Eﬂr"ﬂ 2, FHr

{ting attention to efflce dec

ision of Décember 10,

Returned, i L
1952, B-1128h0, to the Postmaster General, Action should be accord-
1ng1y. '

. Lindsay G,. Warren
Comptroller ‘General
‘of the United States
Enclosure






